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is unable at this hitc tlatc to rciuciiibcr from wIidih Ik- firard llic

anecdote, but thinks it was froin the l;Ue (Ihief-juslice .M( I,ean or

Mrs. (-lumniinj; of Kingston, a sister of the late Colonel Di ncan

^^a(xloncll of ( Ireenfield, from whom lie mentions he feathered nianv

a story ('onneeted with early times and events in Canada.

It is a well known fact that when ( )gdensburt( was taken on

the 23rd i'"ebruary, uSi;^, by a iJritish force conijjosed principally of

the (dengarry T-ight Infantry Regiment and dlengarry MiHtia under

Colonel (leorge Macdonell (familiar]}' known among the Highland-

ers as ' Red (ieorge") the actioii was performed without the orders

of Sir (leorge Pre\()st. then commanding in Canada, and who had

the same evening left I'resc olt en route for Kingston. There would

be no use now in entering into the merits of the controversy which

subsequently took i)lace regarding this asi)ect of the affiiir or Sir

(leorge I'revost's des])atches in connection with it or his alk'ged

alteration of them, or the incorrectness of the account given in Ali-

son's Histor\. Suffice it that Ogdensburg was captured, four ot'licers

and seventy men made ])risoners of war. both barracks, two armed

schooners and two large gu.nboats burned, eleven pieces of cannon

nnd all the marine, ordnance, commissariat and ([uartermaster-gen-

eral's stores taken, and a large loss inllicted ui)on the .\meiicans in

killed and woimded.

As the Highlanders inarched across the thin ice of the St.

LawreiK'e to the attack, on one Hank was the ('haplain with his

("ross in his hand to urge on that portion of them which were of his

way of thinking in malliMs of haith. while on the other w.is a bra\c

Presbyterian Minister, the Reverend Mr. Macken/.ie, holding u|) the

liible as an encouragement to those of his persuasion. One of the

Chai)lain's tlock felt somewhat nervous under lire and showed a dis-

jjosition to flill to tlie rear, whereupon the ("haplain ordered him to

stand fast ; but his orders were disobe^'ed. An e\am])le became

immediately necessary, and then and there the Chaplain exconimuni-

oatcd him from the Church of his forefathers, it would have been

better for the man to have faced the Yankees than the wrath of

Maighster Alastair, when, the enemy being in front, his blood was up

and the terrors of the ("burch were at his disposal 1


