
so JIEIt EMtUY HOME AT THORNHILL.

hmn the nlrlost rlanffhtor of BarnibiH Froitnn* of Palmyra, N. Y., and
not loijs^ after her imirriiiyci witli LyKii, tlicv emigrated to (!ntimin—Uftpur-

•Mitly about tlio year 1794—settling lu^ar the |»reHHnt Village of Thornuill
at, u (liHtance of thirtenn miloH rioui Tontnto. TIih Thirteen Mifr I'lne.

Trm stood near their j^ute, and Hhout tho roots of thin favorite laiidmiirk

their tihihlren often used to phiy. At thif» early Canadiaa home most of

th«ii' familyf were hum, tlie younj^eht of wljoiii is the subject of thin 8k«it(!h.

Aoconlinfi to the j;r)vernnif'nbJi'(!ordH, the tirHt jnifenlces of Markiiaui
Township -thoHe of 171)6—wein ^hn Lyon, NielioUs Miller, luid ThonntH
KinnHiir. As the patont records of York (Joiint.y only bejjin with the year
1790, these three settlers wore likely located before that date. When Lyou
iind Miller settled at Tiiornhill, Toronto consisted of but live shanties,

one of whi(!h had the iiixiiry of a bricjk chimney, fionerul Simcoe and his

party of fnen, liunj^ry and tired, stayed at Lyon's dAfelling on their way
north on an exploring expedition, where they partook of cukes which they
relislied ho much that they called again on their return south. Tins must
hsvo been on ene of (xovernor iSinicoo's later short ex|»editioiiB of 171)0 when
T'onyo Street was being opened out, and not on his memorable journey to

Lake Huron in 171)3.

*Tho family of Brirntil)a8 Horton of Palmyra, N. V. was iudoed a lurije one and
interesting in some respeots. Ho liatl prrvionsly oomu from the Stale of Khodo In-

land t') Palmyra, whioh was then a Hm.ill villajjo iu Wayne Co. N.Y., and whiuh after-

ward/i bocanio notefl as tlif place near vvhiu-ii the notorious .loseph Smith claimed to havo
found the j^olden plates of the Mormon Mihlo. Of this noted iinpoBtcr the ffortons

had some knowltdjje. Out of si.xtpen ohildnn in the liorton fiiniily (some of whom
died young) there were five sons and eleven d.uif^htcrs. The following list eontaius

the names of those who survived cluldhooH : Elizabeth, Cale!», Jonathan, Deborah,
Christina ("Teenic,") Mehetahel (" llittie,") Jixperieuco, I'atience, Abigail

{••Abbie,") Sarah ("Sally,") Penelope. iVIary. Amanda.
Wlizabrth, tho eldoat, was luiru on Sept. <itli. I7()}), and after marriage to John

Lyon, nmoved to (/anadit. Caleb in early or middle life ri;move(' from Palmyra to

the vicinity of Detioit where his means wero wasted. Abhie nirtrriod one Tiuenian
and lived near Niagaia ; in after years she lived with her sister Klizabeth on Yongo
Street at Thornhill. Sarah became the wife of one Walker, who kept a wayside hos-

telry or tavern on Yontjo Street. Several of the daughters in this family never mar-
ried. Their fathtr (Marnalias tforton) built an addition to his dwelling near Palmyra
for the us^e of those who rcnmined single or bei3ime widows. 'Ph>re were, however,
descendants in more than fini; branch of this fiimily, as the .subject of this sketch

possessed in recent years a photograph of one of her cousins who had passed her life

there.

The Hortonn belonged to the Presbyterian faith, of which they were staunch

adherents ; of Klizabeth it has been said that she was well versed in the fiihle, and
nf!ver read other books except perhaps an occasional Now York paper which her

daughter Phiubo received before tiie Canadian press came into exicteuce.

tThis family consisted of the following members •

—

Hannah Lyon, born Oct. 17th, 1704.

Samuel
Sarah
Abigail
Barnabas
Phccbo

.luly 7th, 1797.

Jan. 24th. 1800.

Dec. 13th, IS02.

Mar, 7th, 1S05.

Aug. IGth, 1S0«.

The eldest child, Hannah, lived to be but eighteen months old.
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