
Reckoning of [APRIL 18, 1890.] Time Bill.

* bbath day. If such legislation should
granted, what would be its effect

le this Bill should become law ? It will
e Sunday in Nova Scotia when it is
aturday in New Brunswick, and as there
o animaginary line between the two,

a11 manmay be qui'te withini his right ini
4ttending a dance in one Province when at
.be sane hour he would be punished for it
la the adjoining Province. Then a greatdeai Of our literature will be destroyed:

."e have heard that at the hour of one at
night the graves open and give forth theirdead to air thernselves. If a fellow gets out
of bis grave at that hour at night and

ds that instead of the (lock striking the
0olemn, hour of one it comes down to

twenty-four, how would he ever have the
ehourage to get up to walk ? You have ail

eald the story of the man in Ire land who
W'as travelling along a road and was asked

a tr amp what hour it was. He thought
ta object of the tramp was to get him to
itke out his watch so that he might snatch

'0 he just struck the tramp a blow and
id: "It has just struck one." The tramp
Jlarked: " Begor, I'm glad I didn't ask

Y an hour ago," but if instead of striking
ce ie had struck twenty-four what would

thve become of the tramp ? There is not
te slightest use of this Bill. I will ask
Whe bon. member from Burlington if

,i en he asks a conductor on a train whati'clock it is, and receives the reply that ittwenty-four- o'clock, he does not laugh
ihs Countenance, and does he not think

1tle is making a dashed fool of himself ?
a" an old man, and as it has been said,
'ol cannot teach an old dog new tricks,

t1.- ould prefer, when the conductor on the
tk sasked what tume it is that he should

O1 e out his watch and state the time in the
th. Way. If, as the hon. gentleman says,

t ewsystem is the rule in the United
.hates, then I think it is a good reason

ahaf it should not be the rule here. I

thel mOve that this Bill be not now read
sbe second time, but that it be read the

cond time this day three months.

th fr• M. KAULBACH-I agree with
on. gentleman from Halifax. The

bor f the Bill should have shown us
d reason for this legislation, some

fail tage to be derived from it. He has
all. t0 . do so, to my comprehension, at
of ti -1 impossible to decide the notation

in the different Provinces by their

geographical position. Quebec runs far
to the east of Nova Scotia, yet you fix the,
time of Quebec, by this Bill, two hours.
later than the time of the Province of
Nova Scotia. It seems to me that the Bill
almost destroys the solar system. I cannot
tell what time to say prayers or what time
to dance under this Bill. It certainly is
not consistent with the geographical posi-
tion of the Provinces.

IION. MR. McINNES (B. C.)-I think
that the House is much indebted to the
hon. gentleman who has brought this Bill
before us. Not only is it in the right
direction, but after it becomes law-and it
will become law before long, notwithstand-
ing the opposition that is made to it-
people in a very short time will wonder
why they did not adopt it sooner. It is
within the recollection of most of us when
our money was counted in pounds, shil-
lings and pence, and we thought that when
the decimal system was adopted it was an
awkward way of counting money, but I
ask who in this country would go back
again to the old system of reckoning
money? We must keep pace with the
age. The period of stage coaches has gone
by, and this computation of time by the
twenty-four hours system is the correct
one. It has been in force for the last two
or three years west of Lake Superior. Any
of you who have been over the Canadian
Pacifie Railway know that on arriving at
Port Arthur you have to put your watch
back one hour. When you reach Brandon
you put it back another hour; then, at
Donald you put it back another hour. Ail
that distance between Port Arthur and
Brandon there is but one local time-
uniform time everywhere between the two
points. Not only is the new system in
force on the railway line, but in ail the
towns from Port Arthur to the Pacific
coast it las been adopted, and I am quite
sure that you could not induce the people
of the North-West or British Columbia to
return to the old system of a.m. and p.m.
It is also an improvement, inasmuch as
it has already proven to be a great means
of preventing accidents on our railways,
and I cannot see that the objections raised
by the hon. members from Amherst,
Lunenburg and Halifax hold good. If the
standard time is adopted in Nova Scotia
it will be uniform over fifteen degrees, so
that I cannot see that there will be any
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