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COMMONS DEBATES

political hue, if any, have always set aside political consider-
ations to serve justice. In Canada, we have three orders of
power: the executive, the legislative and the judiciary. In the
best tradition of our public administration system, generally
speaking, all the judges appointed always proved equal to the
task. Very few were forced to resign. There have seldom been
any unfortunate cases of scandal. I feel it is our responsibility,
as members of Parliament, to ensure that the status given the
members of the judiciary, that special status in our society
whereby they are completely separate from the legislative and
the executive orders, must be respected, the division of powers
in Canada must be respected and the matter of their remuner-
ation must not be made the topic of a political debate.

When we have looked into the matter in committee, as
rapidly as possible, when we come back to the House in
January, I trust we can proceed with third reading of the bill
and settle the matter; after all, the judges have had only one
increase of 7 per cent in six years, and it would be unfair for us
not to face our responsibilities and settle the question quickly.

[English]

Mr. Robinson (Burnaby): Mr. Speaker, | wonder if the hon.
minister would permit a question. My question relates to a
subject matter raised by a number of members, and that is the
appointment of a woman to the Supreme Court of Canada. I
was very pleased to hear the Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Justice (Mr. Irwin) state that there are many
women in Canada who are presently qualified to be appointed
to the Supreme Court of Canada Bench. In view of that fact, I
wonder if the minister is prepared to give this House the
commitment that he will at the time of the next appointment
to the Supreme Court of Canada very seriously consider
appointing one of these very well qualified women to the
Supreme Court of Canada Bench?

Mr. Chrétien: Mr. Speaker, I will make the commitment
that if there is an opening in the Supreme Court I will be
delighted if I can name a woman as the first woman to be a
Supreme Court judge in Canada. In fact, when I had occasion
to name only one, the last appointment to the Supreme Court
from Quebec, I thoroughly looked at the possibility of naming
a woman. Of course I will not name a person just because she
is a woman. I will name the best available person to be a
judge. If it should happen that among three or four or five very
well qualified persons one was a woman, of course, I would
give the preference to the woman. I would be delighted to be
the first Minister of Justice to name a woman to the Supreme
Court. Apparently I am a good enough politician to do that,
but I will not just name a woman because she is a woman. |
will appoint a judge because that is the best person to be filling
that position.

Some hon. Members: Question.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Blaker): Is the House ready for
the question? The question is on the amendment. Is it the
pleasure of the House to adopt the amendment?
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Some hon. Members: Agreed.

Some hon. Members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Blaker): All those in favour of the

amendment will please say yea.

Some hon. Members: Yea!

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Blaker): All those opposed will

please say nay.

Some hon. Members: Nay!

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Blaker): In my opinion the nays

have it.

And more than five members having risen:

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Blaker): Call in the members.

The House divided on the amendment (Mr. Knowles) which

was negatived on the following division:
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