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TABLING OF JOINT COMMUNIQUÉ FOLLOWING MISSION
TO JAPAN-STATEMENT BY MINISTER

Hon. Alastair Gillespie (Minister of State for Science
and Technology): Mr. Speaker, I should like to table
under the terms of Standing Order 41 copies in both
official languages of the joint statement issued last
Wednesday in Tokyo by the first Canadian science and
technology mission, sponsored by the Minister of State for
Science and Technology, and the Japanese government.

As I indicated, this was the first Canadian science and
technology mission led by the new Minister of State for
Science and Technology, and it represents an important
Canadian initiative. The mission was described by the
Japanese themselves as the most important one in the
field of science and technology ever to be received by
them. They accorded the Canadian group a high degree of
co-operation.

The Canadians proposed collaboration with the Japa-
nese with respect to exchanging information and person-
nel and advanced suggestions for consultation to clarify
joint projects. The mission was successful in obtaining
Japanese acceptance of these proposals. In my view this
opens up a bright prospect for future relations between
Canada and Japan in the science and technology field.

During ten days of intensive discussions with their
Japanese counterparts, some 40 senior Canadians from
industry, government and the universities spoke with well
over 1,000 persons in key positions in Japan and visited
many important centres of research and development in
industry, universities and government departments and
agencies. This intensive and in-depth consultation was
achieved by the division of the mission into compact work
groups, altogether 11 in number.

In our discussions and visits we were also looking for an
explanation of the Japanese economic miracle of post-war
expansion.
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The joint statement touches on several important
points. First, it marks the beginning of discussions which
are expected to lead to some formal arrangement between
Canada and Japan in the area of science and technology.
Canada now has such arrangements with the Soviet
Union, Germany and Belgium. In the meantime, addition-
al discussions will be taking place at an early date to

identify possible joint Canadian-Japanese endeavours in
the field of oceanographic research and environmental
studies.

Canada and Japan separately and together have vital
interests in the ocean; indeed, they are joined together by
the Pacific Ocean. Both countries have agreed to consider
proposals for joint projects related to new ocean technolo-
gies, such as ocean data buoys or, perhaps, the develop-
ment of new kinds of underwater construction machinery,
essential for harvesting the mineral riches of the ocean
floor.

Our countries will exchange information in many
areas--environmental technology and urban and regional
planning, to mention only two. Consideration will be given
to collaboration in technology assessment, the developing
art of looking ahead for possible harmful effects of the
applications of science.

Senior Japanese and Canadian officials expect to be
meeting in the next few months and regularly thereafter
to co-ordinate and promote bilateral co-operation in
science and technology and its applications.

The understanding reached by Canada and Japan is
that exchanges of information are expected to result in
much greater flow of scientific and technical knowledge
between the two countries. We have much to learn from
each other and exchanges of information and of person-
nel wil be important parts of the learning process.

Hon. J. A. MacLean (Malpeque): Mr. Speaker, I take this
opportunity to welcome the Minister of State for Science
and Technology (Mr. Gillespie) back to the House from
leading a Canadian scientific and technological mission to
Japan. May I also thank him for making available an
advance copy of the statement he has just made. I hope
that future events will bear out the optimism expressed in
the minister's statement and that reports of this kind will
gradually take on more credibility.

I note with pleasure that this exchange is expected to
lead to some formal arrangement between Canada and
Japan in the area of science and technology, and that
further talks will take place regarding possible Canadian-
Japanese endeavours in the field of oceanographic
research and environmental studies. It is recognized that
the Japanese are leaders, if not pre-eminent, in these
fields. It is also reassuring to note that the minister recog-
nizes that harmful effects may possibly flow from the
application of science and technology in certain fields.

This proposed exchange of information can only be
successful to the degree that Canada is pre-eminent in
some fields of scientific and technological application.
This makes it urgent, I believe, for Canada to delineate
policies in science and technology which will stimulate
excellence. Therefore, in looking at the ever-broadening
field of science and technology we must be increasingly


