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That has been the policy of every imperial
conference, namely, that the first duty of
each part of the empire was its own local
defence; baving secured its owvn local defences,
it would be in a position the more effectively
to cooperate with the other parts of the
empire in any effort against a common foe.
That is the policy we have pursued from the
beginning-, the policy that we are pursuing
to-day, and the policy that we intend to pursue
so long as we are responsible for the adminis-
tration of Canada's war effort.

I noticed my hon. friend contradicted bim-
self a lit tIc before ho got througb. It was
not bis oniy contradiction. H1e referred with
some concern to the situation on the Pacifie.
Really, according to bis reasoning I do not
sec wby wve should be concerned about the
Pacific if our main concern at this time is to
be in England. Tbe Pacifie is even farther
away than tbe Atlantic. Tbe trut-h of the
matter is that we are deeply concerned witb
the defence of the coasts of Canada botb on
tbe Atlantic and on the Pacifie, and bave
been regarding botb witb the utmost care
and conccrn during the period that we bave
bad responsibility.

I pass now to wliat my bon. friend bad to
say about discussions in parliament. That
was the next subjeet to wbicb be referred.
H1e suggested tbat there again tbe govern-
ment and 1 in particular were going back on
a principle for wbicb we had stood and wbich
we had advocated very strongly in past years,
a principle wbicb my bon. friend regards as
all important, namely, the supremacy of
parliamient. I agree witb my bon. friend
entirely that no principle is more important
than that of the supremacy ni parliament.
But wbere my bon. friend errs is that ho
mistakes the supremacy of the opposition
for the supremacy nf parliament. Analyse
bis words and you will see that this is what
they come to. H1e complains tbat we bave
been logislating by order in council during
the period nf the war. Wbere did we get the
autbority to legisiate by order in council
witb respect to war measures but from tbis
Canadian parliament? If we do flot exercise
tbat pnwer in the ligbt of our responsibility
as viewed by bon. members of tbis parliament,
tbe power tbat gave us tbat autbority can
take it away and will take it away. And
tbat power is the supremacy of parliament.
But each time my bon. friend speaks be seems
to feel tbat be is parliament-he and the
group that sit about bim-and that because
be and his followers are outnumbered by
otbers in tbis bouse, tberefore parliament is
flot supreme. I look upon the parliament
that bas been sent bere fresb from the people
of Canada as the parliament the people desire

to carry on the business of the country. Tbe
people bave designated in the representatives
bere assembled those wbom tbey consider
best able to give expression to their will at
tbe present time. The gentlemen wbo bave
received that responsibility and trust are all
assembled withîn tbe walls of this building
and tbey are supreme; and their supremacy
is at ahl times the supremaey of tbe mai ority
in this bouse. Tbis government will at all
times bow to the will of tbat mai ority. So
long as we bave that majority bebind us we
intend f0 acf in the ligbt of the responsibility
wbicb is ours, a responsibilify we owe to tbe
mai ority, and tbrough the mai ority f0 the
people. The moment our actions cease f0

commnand tbe confidence of the majnrity in
this House of Commons, thaf moment we
shaîl ho the flrsf to submit our resignafions
and to lot otbprs take our plae.

May 1 pass now to tbe next subject
discussed. by tbe leader of tbe opposition.
It bad reference to the conduct of public
business bere. My bon. friend rather drama-
tically rededicated the Conservative party to
tbe public service. I must say that, aiter
the name wbicb tbe party gave itself in the
lasf election, and under wbieb if ran, it needed
rededicafion. My bon. friend did bimself
and the party and bis friends a good furn
wben ho laid empbasis anew on the word
"Conservative ". It is a mucb more congenial
designafion than "Union gnvernmenf", the
name under wbicb most ni those dîrecfly
opposite me were returned fo the House ni
Commons.

My hon. friend made a statement ni the
policy of bis party as it would ho at tbis
session. I wish to tbank bim for tbat state-
ment. It is one wbich I think doos botb bim
and the parfy credit, and if be cao only bold
to it I do nof think there will ho mucli
difference between us during the session. In
thaf statement my hon. f riend undertfook f0
cooperafe witb the government in its war
effort, f0 ho constructive in bis criticismn of
tbat effort, to reserve to bimself tbe riglîf to
discuss any oi the matters perfaining fo tbe
business ni the country as tbey migbf be con-
sidered in time ni peace, and generally speak-
ing f0 furtber as far a.s possible tbe interests
oi sîl af tbis very crifical time. Tbat was a
gond stateýment and I hope. my hon. friend
and those asoociated with 'him will be able to
live up to if tbroughout the session.

My bon. friend says he deoes not infend to
be a rubber stamp. I would not wish him to
'le, but may I say that that is the rote that
most minorities play in national gnvernTnents,
and I 'hope we sball not find on any side a
desire for a sfe.p that will lead to rubher
stamping 'at this particular time.


