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The Address—Mr. Mackenzie King

deliver in the speech from the throne. As I
said this afternoon, if certain words which
appear here did not appear in the speech from
the throne it was not for the purpose of
narrowing any effort which this country would
make but rather for the purpose of not appear-
ing to ignore a great nation such as France,
at whose side we stand, as well as at the side
of Britain in the defence of freedom. Neither
France nor Britain were engaged in war with
Germany when the statement I have just read
was issued. Both were at war when the
speech from the throne was delivered.

Mr. MANION: Will the right hon. gentle-
man permit a question? I do not wish to
interrupt him, but I think this question should
be asked in order to clarify the picture. If
the address in reply to the speech from the
throne, which was moved and seconded this
afternoon, is approved, may we take it that
we are thereby approving the statement of the
right hon. gentleman, if it goes further than
the speech from the throne itself?

Mr. MACKENZIE KING:
that is absolutely so.

Now I wish to read what I, as Prime Min~
ister of this country, and the government are
setting forth as the grounds on which parlia-
ment should base its decision and what we are
asking parliament to decide when it registers
its views on the address which is being pre-
sented to his excellency in reply to the speech
from the throne:

For months, indeed for years, the shadow of
impending conflict in Europe has been ever
present. Through these troubled years, no
stone has been left unturned, no road unex-
plored in the patient search for peace.

Unhappily for the world, Herr Hitler and the
Nazi regime in Germany have persisted in their
attempt to extend their control over other
peoples and countries, and to pursue their
aggressive designs in wanton disregard of all
treaty obligations, and peaceful methods of
adjusting international disputes. They have
had resort increasingly to agencies of deception,
terrorism, and violence. It is this reliance upon
force, this lust for conquest, this determination
to dominate throughout the world, which is the
real cause of the war that to-day threatens the
freedom of mankind.

The fate of a single city, the preservation of
the independence of a particular nation, are the
occasion, not the real cause of the present
conflict. The forces of evil have been loosed
in the world in a struggle between the pagan
conception of a social order which ignores the
individual and is based upon the doctrine of
might, and a civilization based upon the
Christian conception of the brotherhood of man
with its regard for the sanctity of contractual
relations and the sacredness of human
personality.

As President Roosevelt said on opening
congress on January 4:

“There comes a time in the affairs of men
when they must prepare to defend not their

I would say

homes alone, but the tenets of faiths and
humanity on which their churches, their govern-
ments, and their very civilization are founded.
The defence of religion, of democracy, and of
good faith among nations is all the same fight.
To save one, we must make up our minds to
save all.”

This, I believe, is the position in which all
nations that cherish free institutions, individual
liberty and social justice, find themselves to-day.

I need not review the events of the last few
days. They must be present in the minds of all.
Despite her unceasing efforts to preserve the
peace of KEurope, the United Kingdom has
to-day, in the determination to honour her
pledges and meet her treaty obligations, become
involved in war.

This morning, the king, speaking to his
peoples at home and across the seas, appealed to
all, to make their own, the cause of freedom,
which Britain again has taken up. Canada has
already answered that call. On Friday last,
the government, speaking on behalf of the
Canadian people, announced that in the event
of the United Kingdom becoming engaged in
war in the effort to resist aggression, they
would, as soon as parliament meets, seek its
authority for effective cooperation by Canada
at the side of Britain.

As you are aware, I have all along felt that
the danger of war was such that parliament
should not be dissolved, but be available to
consider any emergency that might arise.

Parliament will meet Thursday next. Be-
tween now and then, all necessary measures
will be taken for the defence of Canada.
Consultations with the United Kingdom will
be continued. In the light of all the informa-
tion at its disposal, the government will then
recommend to parliament the measures which
it believes to be the most effective for co-
operation and defence.

That parliament will sanction all necessary
measures, I have not the least doubt. Already,
I have received from the leader of the opposi-
tion and from representatives of the other
parties in the House of Commons, assurances
of their full appreciation of the gravity of the
situation, and of their desire to see that such
measures are adopted as, in the present ecrisis,
will best serve the national interest.

Our first concern is with the defence of
Canada. To be helpful to others, we must
ourselves be strong, secure, and united. In
anticipation of a state of war, the government
has already availed itself of the provisions of
the War Measures Act, to take essential
measures for the defence of our coasts, our
land and our people. As has already been
announced, the militia of Canada, the naval
service and the air force are already on active
service.

This morning these measures were supple-
mented by others including the putting into
effect of the “ Defence of Canada Regulations.”
Measures have also been taken to prevent

rofiteering in the necessaries of life. Of the
atter measures my colleague, the Minister of
Labour, will speak to you in a moment.

In what manner and to what extent Canada
may most effectively be able to co-operate in
the common cause is as I have already stated,
something which parliament itself will decide.
All T need to add at the moment is that Canada,
as a free nation of the British Commonwealth,
is_bringing her cooperation voluntarily. Our
effort will be voluntary.

The tpeople of Canada will, I know, face the
days of stress and strain which lie ahead with



