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have been no prosecutions. I think there have
been demanda for ,prosecutions made just
lateiy. If my information is correct, boards of
trade in British Columbia and othier places
have been bombarding the minister with re-
quests tbat certain combines should be pro-
secuted. One of these combines is knowa
as Nash or Mutuai combine. What has the
minister done about it? I hold in my hand
a report which has bean presented by a com-
missioner ivho was appointed. This report
contains sufficiant information and sufficient
matarial to justify prosacutions being started.
Nothing bas been done. The minister says:
We have put it up to tha provinces; let
the attorneys ganeral of the provinces deal
with this question. Well, tha attorneys
general of tha provinces are considaring what
action tbey can take, but notbing is being
done. Is that tbe propar course for the
ministar to bave taken? I submit, it is not.
I bave autbority for that statemant, my
authority being no lass a parson than a
Suprama court judge in the province of Nova
Scotia, Hon. D. D. McKenzia, wbo was at one
tima leader of the opposition and afterwards
Soli citor-Ganaral in this administration, and
wbo bas now been alavatad to the banch. FiHe
took part in the debate of 1921, and et page
3293 of Hansard, he said:

I do flot look te the municipal couneils, or to the
local governments, for the administration of the law
governing matters of this kind. We have a federal
law dealing with trusts and combines.

Hea ment on to iefar to the suggestion wbicb
bad bean made, or wbioh ba alagad bad been
madea, that privata individuais might lay in-
formations, and than he said:

Could anvthing be more absurd than te, imagine
that any mian is going Vo bear the burden of carrying
through the varieus courts a case against a combine,
with the support of ail Vhs other combines in the
land behind it, and nothing on the othar side but
an ordinury mani who found that ha was charged
ton mucb for a pair of boots, a keg of nails, or snme-
Vhing else fie bought frein that combine. The hast
legal talent of the land would be arrayed against
hlm, and counsel's fees would býe running up-

And so on. And then be Procaeds:
I thank my gond friand from York (Mr. Macîsan)

-pardon me for mentioning his nains, but I wish
t'O show hlm mny appreciation-for standýing up in
this Housa and stating that Visera should ba a public
prosadutor to deal witb thesa cases. I agrea naitis bim.
Until that is dons and tha goverminent bava a secret
service frein one end of the country Vo the other,
and the combinas realize that thara is power behind
the presecutor, nas will hava thea governing of pricas
just te suit thase combines and trusts.

1 wonder if any such prosacutor bas been
appointed. If so, who is he? So far as I am
aware ne sucli appointmant bas been made.
Mr. McKenzie goes on to say:
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And tise govarnmant says te t darling: «'Don't b.
concemned; we knew it would dia. Now be happy
and contented, for we have carrisd out our promise
te you.. We were always beisind you, and nas will
continue Vo be behind you, and you wili have things
absolutely your own way, except of course that, for
appearance sake, we must ask Vhs attorneys ganeral
in anme of the provinces to do somathing, but w.
knona there la nothing they can do."

That is exactiy what the minister is doing
now-asking tha attorneys generai of the
provinces to do sometbing. That is tha min-
istar's record as to combines, trusts and mer-
gers. fie did not say a word about that sub-
jact in bis addrass.

Then we coma to tha second function, to
provida a cure for unamploymant. The min-
ister's cure for unemployment is to say that
theTe is practically no unemployment in the
country. I -monder how many people in
Toronto, in Montreal, in Hamilton and in
othar places will ag-rea with him. 1 wonder
wbat the provincial premiers will say when
tbey bear of bis statement that there is no
unemployment in the country. Certainly tbis
government bas decided this question, to this
extent-it bas decided that it will do nothing
to assist in relieving unemployment.

We coma now to the third function of the
Labour department, to settie labour disputes.
We did not bear from tha minister a word
about the coal strika in Nova Scotia. You
wouid think thare was no strike down tbare.
You would think thara ware not thousandg
of people starving in that province. You
would think thera was no trouble of any
kind thare. I suppose in bis mind sunshine
pervadas that province just as it does otber
provinces in tbis Dominion and thera is no
cause for~ trouble thera at ail. It seems to
me that, instaad of being in this flouse at
this very instant, tha Minister of Labour
shouid ba in tha coal fields of Nova Scotia
trying to see if it is not possible to settia tbat
strika. The minister is not down there and
parhaps tbere is a raason for that. I am in-
formed that thara is a reason and that tbat
reason is that some years ago, when tbe
minister was an officiai of an international
union, ha visited Nova Scotia and assistad in
a strika on tbe raiiway of tha coal company,
and that, as a rasult, as regards tbe coai mine
and steel workers, ha is the most unpopuiar
man in Canada. 1 tbînk it is a standing dis-
grace that the Minister and the Dapartmant
of Labour ara not trying to ameliorate con-
ditions in Nova Scotia. It is trua it might
ha injudicious for the government to take

isedis in this dispute; but whan women and
cbildran are starving in thosa coal fields, tha
governmant sbould do somathing. Wa can-
not disbelieve the statements which appear in


