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the debate, that no warrants were issued for
these men until about the 16th or 18th. 110w-
ever, the Mi1nister of Justice can give ns the
exact dates. The important point after al
was that two of the men were allowed to
escape, and another Important point is the
fact that the bail in1 this case was fixed at
$2,000 while, as I arn informed by my hiou.
friend the hon. member for West Hastings,
bail la the case of the police magistrate
Haryett was fixed at $20,000. One would
have thought that Lott was the man who
should have been balled in a sum of sonie-
thing like $20,000 and that the bail of' the
police magistrate might possibly have beau
fixed at a somewhat smaller sum. It i.s of
course very easy to criticise. There may be
soma reason which is flot apparent to me
which would explain this, but at ai] events
it la obvious that the bail fixed in the case
of L.ott was parfectly inadequate and as a
,resuit hie was euabled to leave the coun-
try and to escape prosecution or punishment
ia company with two other men who were
flot nrrasted at ail. It does not saem to me
that the result can be regarded as at al
satisfactory. In so far as the details of the
dates are concerned 1 have no personal
knowledge. Ail 1 arn dealIng with at this
moment la the result. There are two or
three circumstances in connection with this
matter that seem to caîl for some comment
and one of these la the circuatance that
ballots were delivered from the pri'iting
office in the city of Ottawa upon a mare
telephona message. It must be remembered
that no0 scheme of this kind can be worked
successfuliy so as to defeat the will of the
people unless a supply of apparently genuine
ballots is at hand, and unless deputy raturn-
ing officers are appointed who will be un-
scrupulous enough to lend themselves to
snob a coflspiracy. It appears that uponi
the saine day, as far as wa Can Judge,
on which Lott made a visit to Ottawa, af ter
unsuccessfully attempting to procure thiese
ballots in aniother way, 1,000 ballots wera
delive-red upon a mere telephone message to
some person or persons unknown who were
presnmabiy acting on behilf of the returning
officer or bis assistants la the city of Ottawa.
1 do not knowv how that may be. I wauld
suppose that ballot papers demanded lu
excess of those origlnally suppiied would be
given out only upon a written requisition
sigaad by a responsible person-that would
i)e by the retnrning officer-aud that au
exact record of their dalivery, the person to
wbom they were delivered and the reasous
why they were delivered would be kept la
evary case. We do not seem to bave thiat
certificate and it seems a remarkabla loose
way of trausacting business and oaa which
Ieuds itself to the perpetration of frauda
of tis kiad, and to the succesaful carry-
Ing ont of a conspiracy such as tlils.
As to the extent to which this consplracy
Ivas successfully carried ont, let it be t'a-
membered that it is ouly a matter of cou-
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jecture. It la very probable that ouly a por-
tion of this fraud has made itsalf apparent
and that much more remains below the sur-
face. There la one matter to which the
Minister of Justice alludad la ternis of
somewhat severe comment, but hie did not
go fer enough. It appears that n man
named Hawkey, egeinat whom a warrant
was issned aftar hie Ieft the country, did, fot
even reside la the ridiug for which hae was
appointed depnty returning officer. The ire-
tur-aing officers have been declared by very
eminent anthority to be officars of this Ilouse
and to be punishable as snch. They should
be respectable men and mail ebove suspi-
cion. I would not think it wise or right!
that a strong partisan should be eppointed,
or tbat the appointea shonld be a man who
wonld lend himself to eithier one politicel
party or the other in conaction with any
proceeding la an election. Lt appears that
the returning offleer for Frontenac saw fit
to appoint bis deputy retnrning officers upon
the nomination of the Liberai organize-
tion of thet rîding. 1 submit to the
Minister of Justice, I submit to, the
members of the goverament, I submit
to gentlemen on that aide of the buse,
thet til was a moat extreordinary end
outrageons procedure for that returning otti-
cer to follow. Ha should have ap-
pointed the deputy raturning officers,
not because they are nomlnated by one
political orgeuization or the otber, but
because they are fair and honest and coin-
petent. Tbat la the oilly renson which ougbt
to actuate hlm in making sncb an appoint-
ment. Not oaly did this Mr. Forsythe, tbe
returniag officer for Frontenac appoint bis
deputy returning officers upon the nomina-
tion of the Liberal commîttea, but hie in-
sisted upon appointing one who was a non-
resident ln the riding and who was brougbt
from the city of Chicago no doubt for the
very purpose wlaich wes to ba subsarved by
these bogna ballot boxes. The Ministar of
Justice bas spoken of that as an outrage.
It la not only an outrage iso fat' as the ap-
pointment of Hawkey la coucerned, but it
seems to me that the Minister of Justice
might bave said thet It is an outrage to, ap-
point as raturning oficer auy man wbo bas
no higber conception of bis duties than
Forsythe seema to bave had. This man, Hew-
key was brought from Chicago. brought for
a criminai purpose beyond doubt, and
brought for a purpose connected wlth
these very bogus ballot boxes whicb
were certainly used in ona polling dis-
trict at leat. And when the Con-
servative candidate for the riding ob-
jected to the appointment of Hawkey be-
cause hae came from outslde the ffding, the
answer wbich hie got from tis- man wbo
shouid ha an Impartial servant of peria-
ment was : tbat Hawkey ýmuat ba aPPOInted
because forsooth ha waa the nominea of
the Liberai commlttee. It doas not seem
to me that partisanship, thet unfairnesa and
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