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tion to ask them. I think the hon. Min- | Public Works it must be doubly so for other
ister of Public Works is quite capable of ,‘ members of the government who have not
saying upon what principle the govern- that versified knowledge of general affairs
ment are acting. It is a pleasure to go that he has. Some of his supporters be-
into matters with him because he so good- |hind him are voluble enough at times,
natured and I think he should allow his | and I do not see why they should be silent
good nature to manifest itself to explain now and allow money to be expended with-
to the country, not to the opposition, upon out a word of explanation and without be-
what principle they are acting. Are you ing able to report to their constituents upon
going to spend an amount of money pro- ‘ what principle the government is acting.
portionate to the size of the town, the| %

village, or the city in which you are put-| The MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.
ting up these public buildings or are you 'lhe' hon. gent!eman (M:l.v Brock) asked a
going to take note of the important de- | pertinent que'stlon as to whether the people
mands made by the hon. member for West | of Bowmanv_llle, in th.e county of Durham,
York (Mr. Campbell) and which is bemg\_requestgzd this expenditure to be made. My
made by the farmers throughout the pro- | hon. friend (Mr. Bl-ock) seems very much
vince of Ontario very largely for a rural | opposed to 'expendlturgs of this kind, but I
postal delivery ? Take the expenditure of | may tell‘hlm that this matter was as ur-
$17,000 that you are making in Alexandria gently pressed upon the government by the
—the interest upon that sum alone will go people of Bowmanville as was another ex-
a long way towards supplying the farmers pendn_“ure pl'e§sed by two deputations frpm
of my hon. friend’s constituency with o the city of Toronto, and it is my opinion
postal delivery to say nothing of the con_}tt}at the Bowmanville expenditure is every
venience it would be to them at the same bit as de;fensible as the other. I was pleas-
time. It is, I know, a new departure, but ed to give my support to the expenditure
the government have been making a great | in Toronto althou‘gh I had some little doubt,
many new departures. When they were still I thought it was for the national
in opposition they took one course, now that benefit.

they are in power, now that they are able 3rp. CLARKE. What was that expendi-
to dispense patronage and now that they \ ture for ?

are in receipt of handsome salaries as min-

isters they are taking another course. We\ The MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.
are anxious, we on this side of the House to | That Fair of yours.

know on what principle this expenditure = T e EE T
is based, because we wish to see that the “ Wl;gl‘ifﬁﬁl.{,KE‘ The Dominion Exhibition,

principle is applied in every case fairly and
equitably. If the Minister of Public Works | The MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.
will to-night commit the government or com- | Yes. I would like the hon. gentleman (Mr.
mit himself to a principle, we will be pre- | Brock) to remember that the Conservative
pared to let estimates of this kind through | government put an item in the estimates for
not only this session but other sessions a building in Bowmanville, and I think we
without very much criticism, because we  are justified in following that example when
are not so anxious to criticise the parti- | We see that in this old prosperous and rich
cular items as we are the principle of the } county of Durham the comparatively small
thing. The hon. member for Haldimand | town of Bowmanville gives us a revenue of
(Mr. Thompson) has characterized the ac-

tion of the minister pretty strongly, and
therefore he ought in duty not only to the
country, but to his own friends, give an
explanation. I am sorry to see so few
of the gentlemen on the back benches com-
ing to the assistance of the Minister of Pub-
lic Works, or any other minister for that
matter. They seem to have entrusted the
affairs of their constituents to the mem-
bers of the cabinet, when in the Dbest in-
terest of their people they ought to look after
those interests themselves. Last night my
hon. friend (Mr. Boyd) had to draw the at-
tention of the government to grievances in
Manitoba and the North-west. There was not
a Liberal member from the west to speak for
that great and growing country, and it had to
be done by a Conservative member. I am
endeavouring to relieve the members of the
government to some extent from a very un-
pleasant and very difficult duty, for if it
is a very difficult duty for the Minister of

| $15,000 a year.

| Mr. SPROULE. It is $4,500 if the Post-
| master General is right.

! The MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.

| This building will be for Customs, Inland
Revenue and Post Office and the total reve-
nue is over $15,000. I think the expenditure
for a small public building in a town like
that is perfectly justifiable on public grounds
and I believe that the people of Bowman-
ville had a very strong claim upon this gov-
ernment as it had on the Conservative gov-
ernment who put an item in the estimates
for this work.

Mr. HUGHES (Victoria). What is the to-
tal cost ?

The MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.
$10,000 or $12,000.

Mr. HUGHES (Victoria). But you vote
| $10,000 this year and $5,000 last year.




