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tion to ask them. I think the hon. Min- Public Works It must be doubly Qo for other
ister of Public Works is quite capable of members of the government who have flot
saying upon -wbat principle the goverfi- that versified knowledge of general affairs
ment are acting. It is a pleasure to go that hie bas. Some of fils supporters be-
Into matters with hlmi because hie so good- hind film are voluble enongh at tîmes,
natured and I think lie should allow bis and I do flot see wby tbey should he silent
good nature to maiifest itself to explain 110w and allow money to be expended with-
to the country, flot to the opposition, upon ont a word of explanation and without be-
,what principle tbey are acting. Are you Ing able to report to their constitueuts upon
going to spend an amount of money pro- wbat principle the goverumnent Is acting.
portionate to the size of the town, the
village, or the city ln wbicb you are put- The MINISTER 0F PUBLIC W0RKS.

ting np these public buildings or are you The bon, gentleman (Mr. Brock) asked a

going to take note of the important de- pertinent question ns to whetber the people

manda made by the hon. member for West of Bowmanville, la tbe county of Durham,

York (Mr. Campbell) and whlcb is being. reqnested this expenditure to be made. My
made by the farmers throughout tbe pro- lion. friend (Mr. Brock) seems very mncb

vince of Ontario very largely for a rural iopposed to expeaditures of tbis kind, but I

postal delivery ? Take the expenditure of 1 nay tell bim that this matter was as ur-

$17,000 that you are making in Alexandria gently pressed upon the government by the

-the intereat upon that sum alone wvill go people of Bowmanville as was anotber ex-

a long way towards snpplying tbe farmers penditure pressed by two deputations from

of my lion. friend's constituency witb a'tbe city of Toronto, and it la my opinion
postal delivery to say notbing of the con- tbat the Bowmnanville expenditure is every
venience it would be to tbem at the same; bit as defensible as the other. I was pleas-

time. It la, I know, a new departure, but ed to give my support to the expendîture
the government have been makIng a great In Toronto altbough I bail some littie donbt,
many new departures. Wben tbey were siiItogi twsfrtentoa
In opposition they took one course, now tbat benefit.
tbey are in power, now that they are able Mr. CLARKE. Wbat wns that expendi-
to dispense patronage and now that tbey ture for?
are in receipt of handsome salaries as min-
isters tbey are taking another course. We Tbe MINISTER 0F PUBLIC WORKS.
are anxious, we on this side of tbe Hlonse to That Fair of yours.
know on what principle this expenditnre M.OAK.TeDmno xiiin
la based, because we wish to see that the.M.CAK.TeDmno xiiin

principle is applied ln every case fairly andi was it not ?
eqnitably. If the Miniater of Public Works The MINISTER 0F PUBLIC WORKS.
will to-night commit tbe government or coi- Yes. I would like the lion. gentleman (Mr.
mit bimself to a principle, we will be pre- Brock) to remiember that the Conservative
pared to let estîmates of thia kind tbrongli government pnt an item in the estimates for
not only this session but other sessions a building in Bowmnanville, and 1 tbink we
withont very much criticism, becanse we are justified in following that example wben
are not so anxious to criticise tbe parti- we see that ln this old prosperons and ricli
cular items as we are the principle of the county of Durham tbe comparatively smiall
tbing. The hon. member for Haldimand itown of Bowmianville gives us a revenue of
(Mr. Thompson) bas characterized the ac- $15,000 a year.
tion of the minister pretty strongly, and Mr POL.I s$450i b ot
therefore lie ouglit in dnty not only to the, r.SRUE ts$450ithPo-
country, but to bis own friends, give an 1master General la rIght.
explanation. 1 amn sorry to see so few The MINISTER 0Fi PUBLIC WORKS.
of the gentlemen on the bacli benclies coin- Tbis building will be for Customs, Inland
ing to the assistance of the Minister of Pnb- Revenue and Post Office and the total reve-
lic Works, or any other minister for that nue la over $15,000. I tbink the expenditure
matter. Tbey seern to bave entrusted the for a srnali public building In a town like
affaira of their constituents to the memn- that la perfectly justifiable on public grounds
bers of the cabinet, wben in the beat in- and I believe that the people of Bowman-
terest of their people they ought to look after ville bad a very strong dlaim upon this gov-
those intereats themselves. Last night my ernment as it bad on the Conservative gov-
bon. friend (Mr. Boyd) had to draw the at- rernment wbo put an item fil the estimatea
tention of the government to grievances In rfor this work.
Manitoba and the North-west. There was not
a Liberal member fromn the west to speak for' Mr. HUGHIES (Victoria). Wbat is the to-
that great and growing country, and it had to tal coat ?
be doue by a Conservative member. I arn The MINISTER 0F PUBLIC W0RICS.
endeavouring to relleve the members of tbe $10,000 or $12,000.
government to some extent from a very un-
pleasant and very difficnlt duty, for If i Mr. HUGHES (Victoria). But you vote
Is a very diffidult dnty for the Minister of $10,000 this year and $5,000 last year.


