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made upon the sole standard of merit, further enabling legislation will be necessary.

In the meantime, the principle thus adopted has been carried into effect, as far as

possible, by an Order in Council which will be placed before you.

My advisers are impressed with the necessity of a strong and progressive policy

of immigration and colonization, accompanied by suitable provisions to induce settle-

ment upon the land, to encourage increased agricultural production and to aid in the

development of agricultural resources. In pursuance of this purpose, the Ministry

of Immigration and Colonization has been established by Order in Council, and

necessary legislation to confirm this action will be laid before you.

In connection with the demobilization of our Forces, my advisers recognize the

urgent necessity of provision for the care and vocational training of returned soldiers.

Organized effort to provide such training, to assist them in obtaining employment
and to aid in establishing them in the activities of civil life is not only important but

essential. A department of the Government for this purpose has been constituted

and has been invested with necessary powers and duties. Legislation to confirm this

action will be submitted to you.

Measures which have been taken by Order in Council to prevent excessive profits in

certain industries, to stimulate and increase the production of food and to encourage

and develop the ship-building industry will be communicated to you, and any relevant

legislation which may be found necessary will be submitted to you.

A Bill for extending the franchise to women, with suitable provisions respecting

naturalization, wiU be submitted and commended to your consideration.

Your attention will also be invited to a Bill to consolidate and amend the Acts

relating to railways; a Bill relating to Daylight Saving; Bills relating to taxation

of war profits and of incomes, and other measures.

In order to insure the fullest co-operation with the Government of the United
States and to assist in securing the most effective utilization of the resources of both

countries for war purposes, a Canadian War Mission has been established at Wash-
ington, and a War Trade Board has been constituted at Ottawa.

In view of the need for conserving to the fullest extent all national resources

during the war and in furtherance of provincial enactments, action has been taken

under the War Measures Act, 1914, to prohibit the importation and manufacture of

intoxicating beverages and to forbid the transportation thereof into any community
where their sale is contrary to law.

My advisers having reached the conclusion that a complete registration of the

manhood and womanhood of ^Canada above the age of sixteen years is not only

important but essential under present conditions, the necessary authority has been

provided under the War Measures Act, 1914.

The Orders in Council embodying the foregoing provisions will be laid before you.

The appalling disaster at Halifax, resulting in the loss of many hundred lives,

and the destruction of a considerable portion of the city, and of the adjacent town
of Dartmouth, has evoked universal sympathy for those who have suffered. My
advisers will submit to you proposals for relieving the distress and loss thus occasioned.

ISTotwithstanding the critical and trying conditions through which the country

has passed during the last three years, the commercial, industrial and financial stabil-

ity of Canada has been well maintained. The volume of foreign trade greatly exceeds

that attained during any corresponding period in previous years and the favourable

balance of trade has also vastly increased.


