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on corporate social responsibility more broadly, 
in a manner that fully complements our feminist 
international assistance.

As the economies of developing countries strengthen 
and become more stable, there is an opportunity for 
Canada to form new and mutually beneficial trading 
partnerships. This in turn creates more opportunities 
and can lead to more good, well-paying jobs for 
Canadians. For example, China and India were among 
Canada’s top aid recipients in the 1990s and now are 
considered important economic, diplomatic, trading 
and cultural partners. The networks, knowledge 
and sustainable results that we build through our 
international assistance programming generate long­
term benefits for global stability—and for Canadians.

Finally, recognizing that trade has not always 
benefited everyone equally, Canada is committed 
to a progressive trade agenda that fully considers 
gender equality during trade negotiations; this agenda 
also includes strong environmental protections and 
ensuring that labour provisions of all trade agreements 
are non-discriminatory.

MORE RESPONSIVE AND 
ACCOUNTABLE ASSISTANCEBy ensuring that their investments and operations 

abroad maintain the highest standards of corporate 
social responsibility and transparency, Canadian 
companies can play a critical role in elevating 
sustainable and responsible business practices. To that 
end, we are committed to strengthening our policy 
framework to ensure Canadian companies reflect 
Canadian values, respect human rights and operate 
responsibly, particularly in operations in developing 
countries where Canada is providing international 
assistance. We are also committed to ensuring 
that Canada demonstrates real global leadership

Canada will provide its international assistance 
in ways that are more rapid and more effective in 
reaching local populations. We will streamline and 
accelerate our funding and reporting procedures to 
reduce the administrative burden on our funding 
recipients. This will ensure that our assistance is more 
responsive, more transparent and more predictable. 
We will develop joint programming mechanisms 
that enable innovative funding partnerships. We 
will provide multi-year humanitarian assistance for
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