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(e) regular audits of Commission member compliance with data collection and 
exchange requirements, and for addressing any non-compliance identified in 
such audits.

2. The Commission shall ensure that data are publicly available concerning the number of 
fishing vessels operating in the Convention Area, the status of fisheries resources managed under 
this Convention, fisheries resources assessments, research programs in the Convention Area, and 
cooperative initiatives with regional and global organizations.

3. The Commission shall establish the format of an annual report to be submitted by each 
member of the Commission. Each member of the Commission shall submit without delay to the 
Commission its annual report in accordance with this format. The annual report shall include a 
description of how the member of the Commission has implemented the conservation and 
management measures and monitoring, control and surveillance and enforcement procedures 
adopted by the Commission, including the outcome of any actions the member has taken in respect 
of Article 17, as well as information on any additional topics as the Commission may decide.

4. The Commission shall establish rules to ensure the security of, access to and 
dissemination of data, including data reported via real-time satellite position-fixing transmitters, 
while maintaining confidentiality where appropriate and taking due account of the domestic 
practices of members of the Commission.

Article 17

Compliance and Enforcement

1. Each member of the Commission shall enforce the provisions of this Convention and any 
relevant decisions of the Commission.

2. Each member of the Commission shall, either on its own initiative or at the request of any 
other member of the Commission and when provided with the relevant information, investigate 
fully any allegation that fishing vessels entitled to fly its flag have violated any of the provisions 
of this Convention or any conservation and management measure adopted by the Commission.

3. Where sufficient information is available in respect of an alleged violation of the 
provisions of this Convention or of measures adopted pursuant to this Convention by a fishing vessel 
entitled to fly its flag:

(a) the member of the Commission shall be notified promptly of the alleged 
violation; and

(b) the member of the Commission shall take appropriate actions in accordance with 
its laws and regulations, including instituting proceedings without delay and, 
where appropriate, detain the vessel concerned.


