
notably China, Vietnam, Iraq, Iran, Syria, and Myanmar, the concern with national and

cultural identity is difficuit to disentangle from a concem with state or regime security, a

collective image that will be deait with in the next section and one that should be kept

distinct. Despite the ambiguity of these cases, it is clear that there is a constituency across

several countries that views the Internet as a potential threat to cultural security.

The specific policy responses that are forming around this collective image have

varied from country to country. Among liberal-demnocratic states, such as Canada and

France, for example, there is a principled reluctance to censor or block out

communications with the rest of the world.2 An important exception is the willingness


