
1.2. The Interfaith Ceremony
written by David Spence

Interfaith Working Group: David Spence (chair), Deborah Simpson, Marie Noonan,
Seis^^1om, Joyce Lydiard, Lucia Hogeven, Mavis jemeleita, Terre Flower and others who
consulted with the Group &rom tine to time.

The Interfaith Working Group provided two opportunities to, acknowledge the
important place of religious traditions and spiritual ways on the agenda for human rights
and fndamental freedonis.
The first opportunity was the Centre for Spiritual Kinship. It was a prrvate space for people
to use for prayer, meditation, stlless, and quiet conversation. It was located ini the building
on the Swrnit site. The second opportunity was through an Interfaith Ceremony, held a:
the Urban Native Indian Education Society's Centre. The purpose of this Ceremony wus
twofold: one, to bridge spiritual beliefs, values, and practices with social responsibility, and
two, to equip parrticipantsvwrth hope and to renew their energy to do the work.

When people arrived at the Ceremony they were greeted by a fire burning in the
centre of the rooni and received a gift of a stone. The Ceremony began wwih an invitation
to place the stone around the edge of the fireplace. Then, representauives from Aborigia
Spirituality, Christianity, Sikhism, Buddhismr, Judaisrn, W icca, Zoroastrianisrn, and
Unutarianism offered music, ritual, prayers, and dance from their traditions. At the end of
the Ceremnony, people were encouraged to choose a stone to take as they left the
Seremony. They were told that the stone held the spirit of the Cerernony and the energy of

:he fire. -As teoole return to itheir homes- the soirit and the ener2v thev held in their hands

>uver. More


