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TRODU 

CHILD ABDUCTIONS arèïdifficult and complex when 

they occur within Canada When they involve other 

co un tri es, they are , esir'en  more so. Provincial /territorial 

and federal governinents co-operate closely in a.ssisting 

parents affected by suc.h abductions. These Cases involve 

Canadian children who have been wrongfully removed 

from Canada, or who have been prevented from 
returning home by  one  of their parents. There- are 

hundredS of active c-ses. 

Each international child abduction is unique. It is:impeirnint,.-dierefore, 
that you, the affected parent, work CltielyWitli:Officials:tr..;  impiovc  
the chances that yoit can be reunited :with. .Yotit: chilcL Yein migi' be 
directly involved'in the'seardi and the ahtiCipa.tecfrèmm 'This 'is  a 
bewildering and often prolonged experience.' the objective 
manual, therefore, is to help yctti imderstand 'lie procts and to 
direct you to appropriate sources of_lielp. 

The Hague Convention on the Civil  Aspect  s of 
Abduction—known as the Flat-nte Convennon--is the main inter-:, 
national trt-nty that cm  assist parents -whose children have been 
anduaed to another country: As offune'2001, approximately 70 - 

countric have ldopted the Convention, including Canada_ It offers 
considera- ' ble --Ksistance in the case of children abducted to signatory - 

tee. 
counrnes, and over 375 Canadian childien have beca returned 

underiis 


