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Indonesia began one of the world's largest political and administrative experiments inJanuary 2001, namely to decentralize governing authority from Jakarta to the districts.This occurs in the context of economic crisis and high political uncertainty. A Roundtablefor Canadians with Indonesian experts was held to explore the challenges thatdecentralization poses to Indonesian unity, and to see if Canadian approaches todecentralization miglit be relevant.

The Current Situation

The Canadian lçeynote speaker described decentralîzation as "the largest political experiment in
the world", conducted i a context of severe econoniic inflation and hardship, low value of the
Rupiah, and weak leadership at the political centre. This translates into popular discontent over
lower purchasing power and fewer job opportunities, and a sense of political drift under leaders
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