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(xi) “priority date,” for the purposes of computing time limits,
means:

(a) where the international application contains a priority
claim under Article 8, the filing date of the application whose priority
is so claimed;

(b) where the international application contains several
priority claims under Article 8, the filing date of the earliest applica-
tion whose priority is so claimed;

(c) where the international application does not contain
any priority claim under Article 8, the international filing date of such
application;

(xii) “national Office” means the government authority of a
Contracting State entrusted with the granting of patents; references to
a “national Office” shall be construed as referring also to any inter-
governmental authority which several States have entrusted with the
task of granting regional patents, provided that at least one of those
States is a Contracting State, and provided that the said States have
authorized that authority to assume the obligations and exercise the
powers which this Treaty and the Regulations provide for in respect of
national Offices;

(xiii) “designated Office” means the national Office of or acting
for the State designated by the applicant under Chapter I of this
Treaty;

(xiv) “elected Office” means the national Office of or acting for
the State elected by the applicant under Chapter II of this Treaty;

(xv) “receiving Office” means the national Office or the inter-
governmental organization with which the international application
has been filed;

(xvi) “Union” means the International Patent Cooperation
Union;

(xvii) “Assembly” means the Assembly of the Union;

(xviii) “‘Organization” means the World Intellectual Property Or-
ganization;

(xix) “International Bureau” means the International Bureau of



