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: RECOGNITION OF FACT COMMONNEALTH COUNTRIES SIMULTANEOQUSLY OESERVING
COMMONNEALTH DAY HOUSE OF COMMONS, -OTTAWA, MAY. i3, l977

HON. DONALD‘Sﬁ MACDONALD(ACTiNG:PRIME'MINISTER): ‘Mr. Speaker,

it is m& privf1ege to.rise on behalf of the government_on this second

Monday %n Mareh 1n_recogniti0n of the-faot that today is Commonwealth Day.
This year, for-the‘fjrst_time, thev36'member$.of the Commonwealth around

the wor]d are obServing CommOnnealth Day simultaneously. This is, therefore,
a day on which some 900 'million peop]e on five continents, who speak different
1anguages -who_ have diverse cultures, who be]ong to d1fferent races, will -
take spec1a1 note of their Commonwea]th ties. |

There are no suoerpowers in the Commonnealth; there 1s_no primus

inter pares -- and that is one of 1ts assets “Rather, it is an. association

. of equa] sovere1gn states which have vo]untar11y dec1ded to come. together and

talk and work w1th each other in an atmosphere of mutual- respect and under-
stand1ng. In a world where:negot1at1ons among nations are too often a d1alogue
of the;deaf, the Commonwealth provides a forum in which each member can express
its Views and be assured that its views will berheard.fAThe Commonwea]th promotes
co-operation'in place of discord,’consultation-in place'of“ignorance, and
c0nsen§oe in place of djsharmony. Last year the Commonwea1th was pleased to
we1come a new member; the'Seyche11es which,‘11ke Canada and MauritiUs,:is a
bi]ihgha] country and which, 11ke Canada and Mauritius, is a full-fledged
member of both the Commonwealth and "la. francophon1e“ |

We believe the Commonwea]th provides an 1mportant avenue of attack
on seVera] wor]d problems. Secretary Genera] Ramphal recently pointed out:

v "The Commonwealth has one-fourth of the world's |
people, but 1t has nearly one-half of the world's

* poor." _
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