
Southeast Asia firsi destination of new External Affairs minister

Jean Chrétien's first officiai trip abroad
as Secretary of State for Externat Affairs
was to, Tokyo and Jakarta, from Juiy 9 to 14.
Mr. Chrétien, who is also Deputy Prime
Minister, assumed his new post in the
Cabinet reorganization under Prime Minister
John Turner.

First travelling to Tokyo for two days,
Mr. Chrétien was recelved by Prime Minister
Nakasone and took part in the annual
Canada-Japan Foreign Ministers' Consulta-
tions. Me went on to Jakarta, Indonesia,
to represent Canada at the annual post-
ministerial meeting of the Association of
South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) foreign
ministers with dialogue partners, from
July 12 to 13. ASEAN, which comprises
Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand and Brunei, established
relations or "dialogues" with Australia,
Canada, the European Communîty, Japan,
New Zealand and the United States.

Refuge. aid
In his introductory remarks to the meeting
in Jakarta, the Externat Affaira minister
said that Canada had maintalned its policy
of accepting substantial numbers of
refugees from Southeast Asia, and he
announced that Canada wouid give

Jean Chrétien, Deputy Prime Minister and
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$2 million to, refugee programs in Thaiiand
as well as a small amount of non-military
assistance to the non-Communist elements
in the coalition government.

The Canadian government's intention to
create an Asia-Paciffc Foundation to develop
contacts and expand mutul awareness, said
Mr. Chrétien, had become a reality. With

offices in Vancouver, the Foundation wiII
become the "focal point of a broad range of
activties aimed at strengthening commercial,
developmental, cultural and educational co-
operation acrosa the Pacific".

White he was in Jakarta, Mr. Chrétien met
with US Secretary of State George Shuitz
as part of the quarteriy consultative
meetings between the Canadian and US
foreign ministers. Discussions covered key
bilateral and multilaterai issues and the two
ministers agreed to continue the quarterly
meetings which had been inîtiated by former
Secretary of State for Externat Affairs Ailan
MacEachen and Mr. Shultz.

Law background
Jean Chrétien, bomn in Shawinigan, Quebec
in 1934, was called to the Bar In 1958 after
studying law at Lavai University in Quebec
City. He was first elected to the House of
Commons in 1963 and re-elected in 1965.
He has been Minister of State under the
Minister of Finance; Minister of National
Revenue; Minister of Indian Affaîrs and
Northern Development; President of the
Treasury Board; Minister of Industry, Trade
and Commerce; Minister of Finance; Minister
of Justice and Attorney Genera; Minister of
State for Social Deveiopment and Minister
responsible for Constitutionai Negotiations;
and prior to his present portfolio, Minister
of Energy, Mines and Resources.

HI-tech wheelchair a valuable asset to the handicapped
Comfort, styling, control and performance modular design and an advanc
are ail features bullt into a new wheelchair package for the wheelchair.
deveioped by Fortress Scientific Limited of High torque drive motors with b
Downsview, Ontario. box and automatic disc brake

After only two years of operation, the
Company has aiready become a recognized
leader in powered wheelchair technoiogy
with the recent introduction of the 655 FS
deluxe powered wheeichair.

Fortreas Scientiflo was established in
1982 to research, develop, manufacture
and market innovative heaith care products
and its newest creation, the 655 FS, has
met with considerabie success. The com-
pany la the health care products subsidiary
of Northern Fortress Uimited, a Canadian-
based holding company with diversified
interests.

In the early stages of the new
wheelchair's deveiopment, the company's
team of engineers toured abroad, re-
searching state-of-the-art technology and
discussing health product requirements with
leadlng doctors, therapists, institutions and
users. The resuit was a fresh approach to
product deveiopment inciuding a unique
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sophisticated solidstate controlier and easy-
to-operate joystick control ail offer indoor
and outdoor versatility and performance.

Modular approach
The modular approach of a two-piece
powered chair ailows a range of seats to be
fitted easily onto the centre post of the
Power unit in a matter of a few seconds. Seat
options include a range of deluxe reclining
seats, standard sling-type seats and
chiidren's seats, ail with a full 1 80-degree
swivel feature.

The company is currently working with
the National Research Council in develop-
ing a "total environment control package"
to aslow the seriousiy handicapped person
the abiiity to control ail the funictionS
of the wheelchair as wett as a number of
apliances, lights and aven the telephone,
through a sophisticated transmitter mounted
on the wheeichar.

In this stage of robotlcs, a totalY
automated environment is possible for the
disabled and Fortres Scientflc ls working
to develop software for its product to
provide greater independence.

In addition to the 655 FS powered wheai


