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Mr. Orthiodoxy, Madame Fashion and
Mrs. Grundy.

By PEitey PoPEMr. Orthodoxy, that austere gentleman Who, with dignified airand calmi assurance. asserts bis, right to be recognized as theauthorative expressionr of ail truth :"Mada~me Fashion," the frivolouscreature Who, tyrannizing over ber votaries, leads thein into countlessvagaries regardle&ss of the inconvenience her exactions inflikt uponsoberminded persons : Mrs Grundy,", that vulgar individual whosemieddlcsorne superirntenderice Of our'affaira is especially distastefulWh10 bas Ilot, at olle timne or anotiier, been made to feel the menace oftheir frowls? Whether we realize the fact, or flot, they have beenfactors ini th e ]ife listory of eachl Of us, and it May be profitable toenquire mor"e particularIv into tie parts they have played and areplaying therejn. Sticb is'the purpose of the present article.Soule miate:ofact individual miay hiere interpose. '-Whythere are no Such Pers." Assiging to the Word person tleprecîsevalue hie hiere gives i .t; there certainly are flot. .But is the xneaning lieattaches to it IlecessautilY the Offly, or in this case the right one?Words are miere ly syribols of ideas nnud fulfil the Onily duty they areCalled uponl to perforiz if they adequately express the thouglit to becouveyed. Shiotil you fincl occasion to say that such a mn "is aniIllConiditi0iied cur," these words xnaY effectively set forth your meaningtl"11tll satelint, if taen lieray, is ManifeStly uintrue. Words
are verY useful servants but Inlake very bad miasters, and manyUnc oSsibl o fsîy a n ore w llingîY, Corne Linder thieir domination. It~s Ossbleto rame, of theze, inposing seqluences, Pitt together iniaccordan1ce wvith the strictest ru'les Of lo)gic, but thougli the conclusionsren"Ched fOllow juistly froin the preiis, they are flot niecessariîy truc,for the Original ides, thle basis of the muperstructure, however trust-WorthY they mnay have b)een if, tihe Original mientalI pictuire, if crystal.lized, rernoved frofi their proper COnl2ectjori, and hult uip, into newvmlenltal imaiýges, thlereinl becOine mere fanciea rnasquerad4ing aisreprsenatins o fat w ich ut ClOad the vision and confuse tIse

A bold imlage, a vague percep)tionl Ilowever ioosely expressed, miayendya iIIcasure of truc efhgtn~~ whiîst the Inost cioselyreatsonie( anid scholarly treatise ilay be purely iniaginative.


