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imunity to further infection is acquired,
in it transmissible?

We might conclude, thougli positive
evideuce in wautiug, that man is cou-
stantly being infected and small reactions
frequently follow, even lu the saine indi-
vidual at differeut times, the generai
health not beîug seriously dîstuybed. The
recovery is due more to the life history of
the parasite than to active measures on the
part of the host. The blood o! animais
which have recovered after experimentai
innoculation dots not appear to contain
any immunising bodies, nor doesý previons
infection seem to have any detrimentai
effect on the vitality of bacilli subse-
quenitly in'troduced. If this brief suin-
mary correctly represents the reactions of
the lient to Vhis parasite, we uaturally ask:
WhMat is the relatîouship o! dosage to re-
action. It is with reference to this point
that 1 wish to diseuss some observations
mhade in youug aduits. 1 make an assump-
tien that 1 hardly think wili bie ques-
tioned, uamely, that a person living with
a consuimptive clinicaily reeognizable is
more heavily dosed than one not so placed
or wvhat is kuiowu as open tuberculosis.

.Ail are suibject to infection and, as has
been shown, most are infcted, but some
imore heavily thian others.

Thuis, two classes are formed: flrstly,
those in whomn inifec(tion is met in ordînLary
daiiy life. These. are eahlled non-contacts;
and, second, those who have already lived
'with a person in whom there was a recog-
nizable leslon, or had died o! the comn-
pl aint, anud i ii wliox experiment has showvu
that orgatnismis are prescrnt lu the ejecta.

The details of this euquiry will bc fouud
in the Medical Officer. A few o! the more
salieut points only being given in the pres-
eut instance. The types are divided into
cla.ises-those where an immnediate relit-
tive-father, mother, brother or sister-
has died of the comnplaint, and those wvhere
home euvironmient lias been free from
such infection. lu the fir4t series, 2,362
ehidren froin the ages of 4 to 7 were
examined and their histories obtained by
question o! gujardians. In these there
were 282, or approximiately 10 per cent.,
amongst whomr an immnediate relative had
died of plithisis. In 81 o! these the con-
tact was close and cootinued over a long

perio.d of 'time. They were 39.48 inehes
higli and 36.83 iba. in weight. In 201 con-
tact, iaccording to the definition given, did
not exist or was only slight, and elaborate
precautions were taken. The average
heiglit was 40.94 inches and weight 38.04
ibs. Contact iu this clans made a differ-
ence of ly2 luches lu heiglit and 2.8 ibs.
lu weight. An objection arises to the
above as to the fairness of the eomparison.
The very falet that precautions are taken
by the parents means that they are of a
higlier type, and the difference observed
may to some extent reflect that peculiarity
rather than the direct influence of exces-.
sive dosage with infection. Neglgene
to take simple hygienie precautiolis is
assoeiated with, bad feeding and want of
attention to the other fundamental detaitu,
of life, which miglit be 'the source o f thf
differeuce. To get absolutely compara blE
data ýis very difficuit.

A second series, taken at the l3th. year
gave similar resuits, especialiy with refer.
ence to the weight. They are as foliows
Out o! 1,478 examined 156 had an im.
mediate family history of consumption
0f these 76 had the necessary degree el
contact to satisfy the criteria--8O had flýot

Boys--
Mean Age. Heiglit. Weight

Non-eontacts... 13.6 55.71 77.5ý
Contacts.. .... 13.6 54.31 73.01

Girls--
Mean Age. Height."Weight

Non-contacts.... 13.5 55.98 80.1,
Contacts. .. .. .... 13.7 156.21 73,5f

If we take the percentagc numnbei
amougst whom there was an easily recog
nizable lesion, we find that where clos
contact existed it was 23 per cent., an,
where the conditions were such as ail ar
exposed to it fell to 2 per cent. At thi
later age pcriod the percentages were 3
per cent. and 25 per cent., rcspee-tiveiy.

The reverse aspect o! the question i
more difficuit. Iu this case oniy those ar
taken where the famiily history, s0 far a
is obtain!able, in satisfactory and a cIas
formed of those who, through force of ci,
cumnstauces, were brought into, close rel;
tionship with infeeted persons.

ln the first group (4 years), out of 2,00
enquiries only two, satisfied the criteri
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