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UNOCCUPIED LANDS.

Canada hasa land area of 2,306,&02,400 acres, but oh-
vloualy mhuch of this le neot adapted for cultivation. With-
out taking into*wensideratlon foreat or swamp land, muchof which will uItimately, be tilled, for of unexplored forth-
ern area;s, therýe remain at Ieast 300,000,000 acres aval-
able for agrIcultural development.

Only about one sixth of thesle 300 million acres are under
cultivation, and 250 million are stili unimproved .It la
estimated that there are In Canada about 180 million acres
of agricultural land In private ownership with a rural po-
pulation of 4% millions; in other words, not taking into
account mlining, lumbering, fishing, domestic duties and1
other activities, each Canadîan. man, wornan and child
living orftsjde o! a towni may on the average be assumned
to be farming 40 acres. In Northern Europe, the rural
population on the same basis, but with far lesa wlde-
spread occupation lu attendlng to 41, acres per head.

To utilfze the agricultural land and thus widen the basic
factor of Canada!s production is, then, all important, for
It la on thia that the development of the other natural
resources depend. The day of the free homestead within
easy reach of a railway is rapldly becoming a thing of the
past, and means other than free grants must be looked
to for rural development.

For the man who intends to farm there la, as stated
above, a vast area, in private ownership, a large proportion
o! which la of necessity unoccupled and avallable for sale
at reasonable prices. The prospective purchaser whorelies upon bis own sources of Information may, however,
find it more or less difficult to obtain a knowledge o!
lands for sale suitable to bis meana &nd requirements. This
difficulty is now to a large extent overcome by the publia-
tion by the Department of the Interlor o! lists of unoc-
cupied lands for sale in the Prairie and Maritime Pro-
vinces.

These lista, as a, rule, give a short description of the
land, ita location, the price at which it la held for sale and
the name and address of the owner. The great value of
such Information la that~ it places the lntending purchaser
directly in touch with those who, for one reason or an-
other, have been unable to cultivate their holdings and
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