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facilities for. Six huudred dollars would ho adlequate
salary for him; he xvould ueed from $i5o to $200 for
travelling expeuses to the field. Hie could teach Eng-
Iish; if possible, drawing and muîsic ;book keepiug,
Christian ethics; give lessons in pedagogy, and take
charge of athletics, lu short, we could keep such a man,
without a knowledge of any of the lauguages of the
country, thoroughly anti most usefully bîsy; and it
woulcl he a great iîlessing te us. It wouid be a glad day
for me and for thre work here, and for the man himself, if
somne friend or friends of Queeus could be found te fer-
nish the futids te send eut eue frem your uext year's
class. 1 kuow that yen are serely ciriven %vith appeals for
acivice andi hclp, and 1 hope ycu wil1 feel frec te pay ne
attention te tbis appeal uuless yen sec botlî the oppor-
tuuity antI advisability of giving it attention. 1 kcexv
yeur interest iu the work and in me perseually, and ne
auswer te this is needed te assure me of it.

R. CHAMBERS.

BRUOE'S APOLOGETIOS.

To attemcpt within the limnits of an article in tht'

J OURNAL a reviow of a work which is selargely acoin-

peuditnim rctninds eue of the philosopher, who hav-

ing a stone house for sale, carricd a pebblc frein the'

wall lu luis pocket as a satll tif the bouse. Rcad.

ers will therefore please tuake tire nccssary allow-

acces, auîd if the pelîble loads te a closer examina-

tien tif the htîusc it will have donc its werk.

Dr. Bruce divides his work into throc bocks, and

it nmay be convenient te give the subjeiét cf oach book

anîd the resîîlt reachcd in it, adding a suîggestion lu

the xvay cf criticism.

Bk. 1. deals with '0 F/icones of t/he Uieiese,' anîd iii

it the author devciops his 1,tory of knowledgc,- or

iu othor wverds bis proof (or absence cf preef ) fer tlîe

existenîce cf God. H-e examines some haîf dozon

tlîcories and the conclusion he reaclies is that "lthe

idea of Ged is a hypethesis which all wo kncw tends

te verify." Dr. Bruce thon dees net attemrpt te prove

t/mat God is, ho assumeos it, and goes ou te ecquire

what lie is. Now, whatever value this tuîethod ruay

have for Aptîlogetics, it w111 strike many as being

perilously near Agmîosticism. They will ieed like say-
ing Il If the fundaînental faiét of tlîe tiverse is only

a hypothesis, thon evory other so-callcd faëlm~nuîst

aIso be hypothetical, and hoc o cr kcowledge is

after all ilîtîsive." Bock 1. is, lu my estimuation, the

least valtiable part et the work.

Bock IL deals with the Il Histerical Preparation

for Christianity," atîd this ici Ir. Bruce's bauds ho-

cornes praétically au attempt te show that the resuîts

of muodern criticism, se far frein weakening the cvi-

douce fer the inspiration of the Old Testamnct, roallv

strengthoc it. Explicitly hoe refuses te commit him-

self te the Deyelopmrent thcory, either as applied te

nature or as applied te Revelation, but implicitly ho

accepts the general restîlts cf that theory as applied

te both nature acd Revelation, holding that lu this

way the most satisfaétory explanation cf the phen-

omena can ho given. This part of the work soems te

me moîre satisfaàtory than either of the other parts.

Book III. deals with 4Christian Origins." In

this ho discusses with comparative fulness Jesuis,

Paul and the Gospels, holding v'irtually the tradi-

tional view, though hie is disposcd to regard the

miraculous as having coruparativcly snîall apolo-

getic value in this age. He also admits considorable

limitation in Paul's view of the Gospel, or at least

in Paul's teaching as coînpared with the Synoptics.

Iu regard to the Gospels, he takos up what will

seeni te souîe air extreine position. In answer te

those who dlaimi that the Gospels (though net

striétly historical) do give ius iu large mneasure the

spirit of Jesus, hie says (page .352)-l But if the

J esus of tho Gospels be a devont imagination, then

the right of reforni and the obligation to conform

cease. The fair Son of inan belongs to the serene

region of poetry ; real life at the best must niove on

a mnuch lowcr lovel." XVhich seoms to mean that

the Gospels are eithor literai history or nothing.

But tlîis, lu view of present tendencies, is more liko

the petulance of a spoilt child than the decision of

a patient investigation. For-to take a somnewhat

extreine case as illustration-suppose it could be

mnade out that Dr. Marticcau, is right lu claiming

(Seat of Authority lu Religion, Bk. Il.,) that the

Gospels as we have thomn record only one-thirteonth

of the public life of Jesus, that they contain s0 many

verbal coinicidonces as to make it ruranifest that

they have been drawn froîn a comniun source, and

that they must have required thrc or fonu- genera-

tions to grow into their prescrit shape. Suppose

ail these conclusions justified. Would that

deprive the Gospels of their spiritual power ?

Would it prove that the ideal set belore us in themn

is not fromn God ? If tho spirittual ideas conveyed

are congrueus with the nature of man, does not the

inspiring power and biuding authority of the Gospels

romain, evon though we admit that it is their spirit

rather than their letter which is true to the Origi-

nal ? Suroly overy mac is bound to live Up to the

highost ideal hoe kuows, whother the ideal be pro-

sented in the Il Pilgrim's Progress '' or in "'The Saints'

Everlasting Rest." The weakness of this part of tho

work lies in the faët that Dr. Bruce tries to find re-

ligivus ceutainty in Iistorical evidence.

But, uotwithstanding defeéts such as the above,
the book as a whole will do gond. The spirit of it

is eminontly fair. One fecîs that the atîthor does

cot wilfully misstate the views which he crîticises,

and it may be said that the spirit of the book will

carry one beyond the letter of it. Written by a

mat inl a state of mental transition il will ho helpful

te many whe are moving iu the saine direction.
J. S.

MR. EDITOR:-Youroarnest appealtovario'us of the

mfuses in veur last issue has boon taken to heart by mine

and this P. M. the gentle Lady dropped inte nmy study


