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From the Rose of Sharon.
MY STUDY,
BY J. G. ADAMS.

15 the reader ready to ask for the best book in my
study ? Most cheerfully do Tanswer, the Bible., Be-
youd all others in comparisen, it centains the rich
words and treasures of immortal life. . I have, indeed,
heard it ill spoken of, derided, and abused ;but could
never find out the reason why this was done. 1 pre-
sume because I could not know the hearts of its. op-
posers; for 1 am of opinjon that the fault has heen
there. Nevertheless 1 tove the book, “and neither the
sneers of a worldly scepticisin, ner the groans of'a
gloomy theology,” can disturb my faith in its doctrine
of life, and eternal felicity. Lord, increase this faith !
As the Book Biviue is before me, a few thoughts may
be indulged in the running numbers of the Muse.

TO MY BIBLE.
ift of a Father’s holy love! thy face, bow dear to me,
When from the folly of this world my longing soul would flee,
To spend the sacred moments at that feast of wisdom, spread
In thee by God’s own graeious hand ,—life giving,heavenly bread!

Food of my soul! by thee sustained, 1 cannot faint nor tire ;

Salvation’swater ! as I drink, the well is rising higher;

T'he naked’s clothing! thou dost guard in sunshine and in storm ;

Armour complete! in thee my strength can mightiest deeds
perform,

Sword of the Spirit ! when the foe appears in dark atray,

And by feigned words would' captive lead my sonl in chains|

away,
En wielding thee, how' quickly fly his forces from: the field: !
* For who thus arined, was evér known in error’s grasp. to yield?

Book of all books.! O may I find thy prescnécv ever dear ;
And when I tura aside, be thy reproving wisdom near ;

As when the sands of life run low thy counsel I shall need,
So while that life is spared, do thou the hungry spirit feed.

. Lamp of Salvation ! light my way to Zion’s holy hilf,
Where I can bid my passion, sin, and unbelief, “ be stil} ik
And learn of Christ, and find his truths most precious to.the souly

““Thesovereign balm, that makes the sick and wounded spint

whole. :

Blest volume ! ¥ can praise and leve, with thee before -my;eyes,
n hope that purer joy in heaven from. this glad heaxt shall: rise 3

Where glorious themes on earth commenced, in truth and power |

with thee,
Shall be prolonged, in highest bliss, throughout eternity.

BEPBRALTCRE

AT
HINDOO SHRADDHA, OR FUNERAL FEAST AT
CALCUTTA.

"The misery artd oppression arising out of the Hin-
doo. system are alimost inconceivable by a European.
fnnumerable evils encompass its votaries, §0 thatthey
are ‘unable to look up. The burning of the poor
widow was one of these 3 let ua hope that the horrid

actice is abolished for ever ; but far oveater evils
remain, - The pilgrim-tax, to which Britain has so
long given sanction, is one. The Shraddha, or fu-
neral feast, is another. How degrading to lmmfm
nature, that an idea so full of absurdity, associated with
stich enormous expense, and followed by so mvu.ch
misery, should form one of the great supportsof Hin-
dooisin! At the moment of death, says the Bralimin,
the soul of the departed asswnes a body about the
size of the buman thumb ; and if the shraddha is not
performed, the deeeased must ever remain in this
state-—cannot enter another hody,.or advance one step
towards any relief or enjoyment ; while, according to|
the Hindoo law, the person whe has neglected it can-
not inherit an estate! The act is professedly one of
benevolence to the poor, but the effect is only an in-
crease oftheir misery, as the Brahminssengross nearly
the whole distribution, A case has lately occurred
which will prove the misery that aecompanies -a
shraddha. :

The shraddha performed in Calcutta by Bahoo
Ram Gopal Mullick, one of the most weaithy inhabi-
tancs of Calcutta, has occasioned nuch deep: distress
to the poor, and the loss of many lives. 'The.Blul-
lick family are famed in Calentta and its vicinity for
the gplendour of their shraddhas, and more particu-
lacly for the large sums they biave been in the habit of |

' distributing among the mendicants who flock to these

Ifestivals. It was, perhaps, owing to the great fame
{they had acquired for suel: liberality, that when it wvas
yurnoured through the country that the Mullicks would
perform a shraddha, men, women, and children, and
|even those afflicted with disease, forsook their occu-
;pm'mns,,and began to flock in crowds to Calcutta in
Ithe hope of obtaining money. We have also heard
that prockumation was made by beat of dram, that
a rupee (some say two rupees) would be given to each
individual. This naturally increased the frenzy of
the poor creatures, and for several days all the roads
leading to Calcutta were crowded with people hasten-
ing to the Mullick’s shraddha. The villages for thirty
miles reund Calcutta were emptied ‘of half their
inmates ; nor was it single individuals whoundertook
this journey, but whole families, including the father
ihie mother, and all the children, however little ; some
fed by the hand, others in arms, some on the breast,
others on the head or er: the shoulders, all quitted
their homes to obtain asingle rapee. In a short time
the nunber of people assembled in the metropolis is
said to have reached two hundred theusand; these
were erowded together, as usual, in the variousalms-
houses of the Mullicks and their friends, with scarce-
ly room to move, and no eonvenience for sleeping;
and when locked in there, were detained for two or
thsee days without food ; they were then digmissed
the greater part of them without a pice, The Hurku-
yu (newspaper) mentions, that not more than 4000 ru-

ces were distributed among this immenge crowd ;and
| writer in the Government Gazette affirms, that few
pesides the Brahming received any thing.

This vast multitude, thus let loose in the city, goad-

| fore them, and being without a cowrie to purchase
food for themselves or for their starving children, be-
an to plunder the shops in every direction, and to

report Was spread among them that government had
{grdered them to help themselves to whatever they
could find to support life; a report eminently false,
put which served to stimulate their thirst for plunder.
| Though sotne, however, were able thus to obtain foqd,
the great bulk of the mendicants were necessarily
perishing through want. In this distressing dilem-

I/ ma, a number of the rich Baboos of Calcutta came

orward, and supplying the wants of these miserable
lereatures to the extent of their ability, have . secured

their blessing. Among these Baboo Ashootosh Dey
took the lead, a

doors the erowds passed, pitying their forlorn eondi-
tion , most cheerfully opened their stores te supply
‘their wants.,
loceasion it is diffieult to aseertain ; but that the num-

Thus ended this great shraddba. ‘The Chundrika
says that the indiscriminate gift of money to mendi-
‘cants is po essential part ot the ceremeny; and we
most sineerely hope it will fall into disuse.

the industrious to travel, under every inconvenience,
for several days, in the hope of obtaining gratis about
s much money as they might have earned by their
own labour at home. It puts a stop fornearly aweek
to business in and about the metropolis ; and occasi-
ons the greatest distress, both to those who employ
the poor, ang to the poor themselves. It is to be
‘hoped that the disastrous termpination of this shrad-
dha will serve to discourage the practice. ‘The dis-
‘grace which it has entailed o those Wwho thus drew
these crowds together, and then dismissed them ina
state of hopeless starvation, 1S of such a natdre as to
be almost sufficient to deter other rich matives from
holding out expectations which they eannot fulfil.—
Since the great famine in 1770, there has been no dis-
tress in Caleutta similar to that occasioned by this
sliraddhn. Go where we will, we hear of nothing
but the Mullick,s great shraddba; and the remem.
branee of it is not likely soon to be lost in the eircle
of the poor. [t isin the nature of man to. remember
disappointments tonger than success, In one res-
pect, therefore, though this festlv;_ll has inflicted in-
caleulable distress on thousands of the poor and mise-
rable, it may prove an, essential befefit to'the country ;
inagmueh as it will, fora long tinie to come, deter the
poor from again leaving their homes, and flocking te

the metropolis upon such delusive expectations.—

How true it is, that % their sorrows shall b multiplied

od on by a long starvation, having a long journey be-{

| seize ppoa foed wherever they could obtain it. Al

nd for eight days successively diepens-|
ed food to all who applied for it at his alims-house.—|
We also hear, with great satistaction, that the Zumeen- |
dars (or helders of provinces) in the country, by whose/|

How many lives have been lost on this|

ber of those who never returned to their bomes must |
' have been very great, there can be ne doubt.

It isa|
source of great inconvenience to the country. Ttleads|}

that hasten after another god ” Were the vast sums
thus expended in funeral feasts to be spent in the in-
struction of the living, what amazing progress mighs
be made in the mental improvement!

v
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A SPECIMEN OF WELSH PREACHING,

Ata meeting of Ministers of Bristol in England,
the Rev. Mr. invited several of the brethren to
sup with him ; among them was a Minister officiating
at a Welsh meeting house in that city. He was an
entire stranger to all the company—silently attentive
to the general conversation of his bretbren. The
subject on which they were discoursing, was differ-
ent strains of preaching.. When several had given
their epinion and mentioned some individuals as great
preachers and such us were models as to style of com-
position &e. Mr. —— turned to the Welsh stranger and
solicited his opinion. Hesaid, “ he feltita privilege to
be silent, when such men were discoursing, but he felt
it his duty te comply with this request ; but said he,
it I must give my opinion, 1 should say that you had.
no good preachers in England ;” “no ?” said Mr.———o
“ne,” said he, ‘“that is, I mean no such preachers
as we bave in the Principality.” “Iknow,” said Mr.
, “you are famous for jumping in Wales ;
but that is. not owing, 1 suppose, so much to the
strain of preaching which the people hear, as to the
enthusiasm of their eharacter.” “Indeed,” said the
Welshman, “you would jump too, if you heard and
understood such preaching.” “Why,” said Mr.—— .
“do you not think 1 could make them jump, ifl were
to preach to them?”  You make them jump! a
Welshman would set fireto the world, while you
were lighting the match ?” The whole company be-
came very mueh interested at this turn of the subject
land unanimously requested the good man to give
them a specimen of their style and manner of preach-
ing in the Principality. “Specimen” said he, “¥
cannet give youj if John Elias were here, he could
give you a specimen indeed ; oh, John Elias isa
great preacher.” « Well,” said the company, “give
us something that you have heard from him.” «OFR;
no,” said he, « [ ‘must do justice to it,—besides, do
you understand the Welsh language ?” they said no
—not so as to follow a discourse,.—* Then” said he,
“jt is impossible for you to understand, if I were to
give you a specimen.” “ But,” suid they, “cannot
you pat it into Engashi®. € Oh,” said he, % your peos-
meagre language would spoil' it; it is nat capable of
expressing those ideas which fa Welshman can con-
ceive ; I cannot give you a specimen in English
without spoiling it.” The interest of the company
was now increased, and nothing would do hut a spe-
c¢imen, while they promised to make every allowance
for the language. “ Well,” said the. Welshman, « if

lyou must have a piece, I must try, but don’t know

what to'give you--I do net recollect a piece of John
Elias, be is our best preacher, I cannot think a little—
well, ¥ recolleet one of Christmas Evans’s. Christ-
mas Evans is a good preacher, and I heard him a lit-
tle time ago at our association of Ministers; he was
preaching on the depravity of man by sin, of his re-
covery by the eross of Christ, I should yepresent it
somewhat in this way."—

¢ Suppose a large grave-yard surrounded by a hight
‘wall, with only ene entrance, which is only entered
by a large iron gate, Which is fast bolted, and with-
in these walls are thousands and tens of thousands
of human beings of all ages and ofall classes, by one
epidemic disease bending to the grave; the grave
yawns to swallow them, and they must all die. There
is no balm to relieve them, no physician! there they
must perish. This is the condition of man as a sin-
ner; all, all have sinned, and th# soul that sinneth, it
must die-—While man was in this deplorable state,
Merey, the darling attribute of the Deity, came down
and stood at the gate—looked at the scene and wept
over i, exclaiming, Oh that ¥ might enter. 1 would
bind up their wounds,—1 would relieve their sorrows
1 would save their souls. While mercy stood weeping
at the gate, an embassy of Angels commissioned from
the Court of Heaven to some other world, passed over,
paused at the sight, and Heaven forgave the pause.—
Seeing Mercy standing there, they ecried,—Mercy,
Mercy, can yo& Dot enter; can you look upon this
scene and not pity, can you pity and net deliver ?—
Mercy replied, 1can see, and in’ her tears added, I
can pity 3 but I cannot relieve. Why cannot you
onter ?  Oh, said Mercy, Justice has barred tie gate
against meand I cannot, 1 must not unbar it. At this
moment Justice himself appeared as it were to watch
whe gate; the Angels enquired of him. Why wilt
you not let l}lercy in? Jusuce replied, my law is




