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are not introdiiced hy legisiators, but in conformnîty with

usage IL is foinnded on the consent and recognition of those

1u'inciples wvhich guide the British constitution. 1 do flot read
that the intention of the new constitution was to begin an

.cntirely new formn of? goverfiment, or to deprive the legisla-
ture of any of the powers which existed hefore, but to efl'ect

a division of them, sorne of them are given to the local legis-

latures, but 1 find noue of them cuî'îailed."

IIn substittiig the ncw legisiation to the old, the new

legisiature has, iii ait those things whichi are special to the

province of Quebec, ail the righis of the 01(1 logislature, and

they miust continue to, rernain in the province of Quebec, as

they cxistcd u nder the old constitution."

Sandborn, J. "lThe Bî'iLishi North America Act of 1867 wasé

enacted in response to the petition of the provinces of Canada,

Nova Scotia and New Brunuswick, as statcd in the preamble of

the act, to bc federally united int ont, Dominion under the

Crown of the United Kingdomn o! Gr'eat Britain and Ireland,
wvith a constitution siînilaî' iii priîîciple to that o! the United

Kinigdom.' The powers of legisiaLion antd representative goveru-
Trment upon the principle of the British consf4tution, or, as it

lias conîmonly been called, responsible government, wvere ixot

niew to Canada. rIhey had heen conceded to Canada and exer-

,cised in their largest sense fronm the time of the union act o!

1840, and iu a soinewhat more restricted sense fromi the act of
1791 to 1840. The late province of Lower Canada was consti-

tuted a soparate province by the act o! 179 1, with a governor,
at legîsiative coinucil axîd a legisiative asseînbly, and it haî,

neyer lost its identity. IL had a separate body of Iaws, both as

respects statLwe and common law, in civil matters no, powters
that had been conceded were intended to be taken away by
the British North Ainerica Act o! 1867, and noue, iii fact, were

taken away, as ib is flot the woixt o! the Brifish. goverument to

withdraxv constitutional franchises once conceded. This art,

according to rny understanding o! it, distributed. powers al-

ready existing bo be exercispd within their prescribed limits,

to different legisiatures, constituting one central legislatitre


