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whole people?1 This is the first and f unda-
mental question. In regard ta it we find the
widebt possible divergence of view.

Assuming the question of constitutional
and moral right to be settled in the affirma-
tive, the second question, that of practica-
hulit 7 , emerges. This is a question of ex-
pediency, pure and simple. Can it be shown
that it is possible to enforce a prohibitory
law, so as to secure its potential blessings ?1
Can this be done in Canada, in the last de-
cade of the nineteenth century ?ln regard
ta the unfavourable inferences drawn by
many witnesses from the failure of the Scott
Act and other attempts at local prohibition,
candour compels the admission that they are
without special, certainly without conclu-
rive force. It seems strange that the test
of experiment should have been needed to
show that local prohibition must necessarily
be very ineffective, sa long as the prohib-
ited and coveted article is accessible on
every side. In this case both the manufac-
ture and the general distribution are permit-
ted. It is an attempt to, dam the rivulets
while fountains and rivers are full and over-
flowing. The prohibition of manufac-
ture, importation and every form of distri-
bution-save in medicinal quantities
through the drug stores-throughout the
whole Dominion, would be a very different
matter.

It is evident that the question of prac-
ticability at this point resolves itself into
one of the strength of public sentiment.
Given a public opinion sufficiently over-
whelming in favor of prohibition and the
traffie, if not utterly destroyed, can be re-
duced ta very small and comparatively in-
acuaus dimensions. It will be deprived of
respectability, driven into hales and 'cor-
nerp. The gilded saloon and the tempting
hotel bar will no longer entice the weak
and the unwary. But how is the fact
whether such a sentiment existe-a fact
upon which the whale question of expedi-
ency turns-to be ascertained 1 HardIy by
a Royal Commission, which at the best can-
not summon one in ten thousand of the
population ta answer its questions, and can
f urnish na assurance that those whom it
may chance ta summon correctly represent
the opinions of the masses. And this is
prominently a question in which the opin-
ions of the many, not the few, are the deter-
mining factors. The Commission may in-
deed serve ta show the existence of s0 inllu-
ential a section opposed ta prohibitory legis-
lation on the graund either of right or of
expedicncy, as ta put the succe8s of such a
measure in serious daubt. But it seems
pretty clear that nothing short of eitbier a
gene rai election, if sucli were possible, with
prohibition as the main issue, or a Domin-
ion plebiscite can settle the antecedent ques-
tion upon which the possibility of effective
prohibition depends.

Mrs. Hannahi Day, of ]Brunswick, Me.,
(liedi recently ie lier one huindretl in(1 ftirst
year.

NOTES ON DANTE.-II.

VITA NUVA.

The cliief cf the minor works cf Danîte are
the Vita Nuova, tlîe Convito anti the truatisua
De Vulgari Elcqnio) and DB Moiarcliia.
Tiiese works, althougli cf less interest anti imn-
portance than the Conimedia, are yet cf muclh
significance, ai-d hielp great>' towards tlie un-
derstanding of bis înastcr-work.

The Vita Nitorv (New Life) was nndonbt-
edly the earliest work cf its author. Lt consists
cf thirty-two poems, sonnets, canzoni and bal-
late, as thuy are scveraliy entitled, introduced
b>' a kind of historical niarrative, andi follcwed
(iii the earlier parts at least) by explanatory
notes. The pourns range frorn Dante's
eigbfteenth te lis tw-enty-fiftli year. The prose
portions werc not comple ted until about 1302.

Sonie have tried Cc niake ont Chat the
New Life " was simply the early bistory cf

Che poet, but the genural consent cf commuenta-
tors lias fixed upon tliat meaning ixhicli iis cur-
taini>' tbe true one. The new life of Dante
was tbat whicli was stirreti w'ithin lîim by the
beauty, purity and gentleness cf Beatrice, anti
whicli xas in Iater days transfigurad andi trans-
foriet into a higher life by the mysticai
Beatrice, the Grace of G0 d. Here is one cf
Ctie difficulties cf the bock, te separate tbe real
and tlie ideal, or ratber net so mcclxh te seliar-
ate, as te 1-ecognize Chat there is a passing cf
onu into the other ii Cthe Vita, altbough in
the Commeudia we leave the plîvaicai beliind
US.

In tue exposition cf tbis subjeet, some have
gene se far as te tieclare Chat there was ne
actual Beatrice at al!, but Cliat she w-as first
spiritualized, or selectuti as tlie type cf a spir-
itual idea. But this is in the bigliest de-
grce improbable, net only because we bave
precise naines andi dates andi localities, but be-
cause Boccaccio ceulti hardly bave been nis-
taken about a matter oif this kinti. The only
g'rounti for tlie notion iiiglît bu found i
Dantu's use cf numburs whicli eau liartily bu
the ruai cries in evury case. Lt was the passiOn-
cf Dante's life te erect a monument worthy cf
Beatrice anti bis love ; ani we miglit perbaps
say that tbe Vita Nuova was cnisecrated te the
i-cal Beatrice anti the Conimedia te the ideal.

Cer.'aiii facts are tolerably certain. Beatrice
uvas the dauglitr of Fulce Polinari, scarcely a
year younger tlian Dante, wlio saw lier for tlie
tirst tinie in 1274 wlien bo ivas harely iDine
years cf ageanti hewas a littleocxer eigbt. Tbe
second interview with hier teck place iii 1284,
ton yuars later, at wbieli time Beatrice seerna
te bave beconie the wife cf Simon de Bardi
In 1290 Beatrice tiieti at the age cf 24. There
are obvionîs dificulties in tlie way cf a satisfac-
tory acceunit cf the nature cf Danite's love for
Beatrice. Tlîey were hcth mere c'ildren at
their tirst meeting. As girls anti young un-
niarrieti wvemen were kept in conmparative
seclusion they rnay have bad hardly an>' inter-
course during the interval between tlie twc
meetings describeti by Dante. On thue latter
occasionu, as already rernarked, she was aliuxeat
certainly marriet, se tbat any iove-rnakirîg n
the ortiinary sensu was eut cf thu question.-
Tliere can bu ne reasonable deubt tlîat Dante's
feeling for tbis peurless wernan was onu cf
pure devotie,, frec, freux ordinary passion.
Beatrice xva3 te bin the icleal of aIl beaut>' andi
excellence, one which nitest î'cleîraîe anti pur-

ify aIl who conteniplated and adrniýr'd it,a
nioet' by which Ail noble and gentle la d
imiglt test and fashion their ownl charactera

life. is
An excellent acceunt of Dante's .s but.

in, with.Beatrice is gix-en by BoccaCCIO"-bt

as it is drawi principaîly frorn the Vita
it wi Il bc butter te, give the latter, IDAnt 5~
account. (oethe use of the nuiber III'
After a few words introducing the O
g1oes on -"Nine tirnes now since "i'y birt

hati the heaven of liglit turned alnxOýst to the'
sanie point in its orbit, when there fitot ' j
teared to ni> eyes the glorieus lady f nY 801

who w-as calleti Beatricu by rnany whO knov 1

not wberefore shie was se called [Beatt th

blesaed] *~ * * Lt was about the begIfling

of hier ninth year that sbe appeared to I, me,
at the end of the ninth year that I boeh6d
lier. She appcared to me clotbud inl a x
noble color, a subdued and becorning crlohO1
girt and adorned in a mariner suitable to hot
very youthf ci age. At that moement, $A i
truly, the spirit of life wbichi cwellS 10e

most secret chamiber of the lieart begg" to

tremble witli snob violence that it sh<>we

painfully in the least pulsations, arnd treo"'d
louai>' spoke these words :'BEcce Deuts fr
me, qui r'eniens dorniwibitc- mhi ' [B3ehold 0
God stronger thanl I arn wlio shall corne tod
over nie]. * ** From tliat time fOIWerd
1 say that Love held scvereign empire 0rf
soul, whicli bad s0 suddenly inclined to ife
and tlirough the power which, rny imagl] uC
rgave hirni, lie be an to eorcise over Ille 01
control andi authorit>' that 1 could not ChOs

but do his pleasure in ail things. Ofteflt0
bue unjoined upon me that 1 should seek to 1.e

lhold tis youngýst cf the angels, wberefer.iI
rny boyliood, 1 frequentl>' went in lenteI~
lier ;andi saw lier to bic cf such rnoble A
praisc-worthy deportrnent, tliat onu i uxigl
say of lier those words of the pet Hoerr bit
senietb not the dangliter cf mortal a,"~~

This w-as tlie tirst meeting ;the sec ,ipe
representeti ly Dante as takineg place "

yaslater. Tlie account is lien ite
(tlie third) chapter or section cf tlie V.
We rnay note againi tîîe proiminence 0 f, th"
nurnber nine. e\Wlien se) rnany daySý
writes, "bhad passed by, that exact>'
years were compieteti since the v'ision Of thet
most noble (qentilissinici) lady just describoIl

on the last cf tbese days it happenied thet tb'4

admirable lady appeared to mie clothuô- in P0l
est white, between twc noble ladies older thil
bersulf ; and passing along the street alhe
ed lier- eyes towards tliat part where

standing, sly ami timit, and by lier illibi
courtes>', whiich is now rewardcd in the hîgho

world, saluteti me in a manner so graCiou th$
1 theni seerneti to sec all the houndAre t
human blessutinuas. The licur iii whicIl
nîcet'smeut salutation reacheti )e was e7'et0

the mrntb cf tliat day, andi, as that was t e
time that lier words hiad reachiet rny eibro'

vas taken withi sncb secret sweetness, t
like one intoxicateti, 1 got axvay frorn the '"

pany I was in, anti liavin' recourse to thesoi
t nde cf îny cbaxnber, I set myself dYi
te nieditate on this niost courteOýS lAd -

And as 1 iineditated npon bier, a sweet s1ee?

Carne over nie, in whichi there 1appeared tWIl

a marvelleus vision." It ivas a vision Of
" lord cf fearf ul aspect yet joyf ni, who apP, t

bearing a lady wrapped in a bloodd 0,I
mient anti holding iii his baud Dante's

tNov. sray 1893.


