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delicate subject of sexual purity. Lt is a pity, both in the Encyclical and

in the report of the coimittee on this subject, the Ilsexual " is omitted, as

it niight setim to be irnplied that there is no other kind of impurity but

this, and that, in thie Sermon on the Mount, for exampie, when our Lord

said : « "Blessed are the pure in heart," Hie referred only to this formi of

good or evil. The meaning is, bowever, made qiîite plain in the context.

Some of the most important of the statements in the report are the

following: "lWe declare that there is no difference between man and

woman in the sinfuiness of sins of uncbastity. We declare that on the

Inan, in bis Ood-given strength of manhood, resta the main responsibilîty.

'We declare that no one known to be living an immoral life ougbtto be

r6ceived in Christian society. We soiemnly protest against ail lowering

of the sanctity of marriage." In general, these statements are not only

true but most important. The unfairness witb wbich society treats the

femnale ofl'ender, in comparison with the maie, bas long been acknowledged

but is stili far from being adequately recognized. We should here note the

iiPropriety of using the word Ilimmoralîty " to designate one speciai form

F fmoral evil, as being more objectionable than the unqualified use of

Purity " to wbich exception bas aiready been taken. If thia abuse were

allowcd, there would be some danger of the advocatea of "lpurity " com-

Mlitting the saine nîistake as some advocates of total abstinence, and

F inaking their own favourite virtue cover the whole area of morality and
religion.

We have expressedt our approval of the resolution wbich places maie

%rid female offenders in the saine category ; but we are not quite sure that

eer Scripture or Reason, or even human opinion, as expressed in

ufliversai history, wiîî sanction the view, that the sin biere denounced is

equally degrading to both sexes. For example, Polygamny bas prevailed

aniong nations far removed from barbarisin. Can the saine be said of

Polyandria ?i This is a subject too delicate for minute consideration in

thifi Place ; but it is a duty to draw attentions to propositions which,

tbough generally true, may be'extended so as to embrace absurdities and

errora. The report on Divorce is brief and judicious. The two extremes

WVith which we are at present tbreatened, are, on the one hand, the practice

0fUnlimited divorce, the separation of. man and wife for any reason, or for

"0 reason but the wish of either party or of both, and on the other hand,

the entire abolition of divorce. Both of these extremes are avoided in the

report of the committee and in the resolutiona of the Conference. Both of

these are brief and weighty. XVe cannot go furtber into the subject here,

as the speciai pronouncementa of botb would necessitate the consideration

Of exegetical questions wbich would carry us too far.

1The last subject deait with under this bead la Polygamy, and more

Particuîarîy the manner in wbich. the Christian Church should deal with

PolYgamjsts who seek admission to member8hip. Lt is probably known to

'%ny of our readers that, when Bi8hop Colenso was engaged in Christ-

'OiziÎIg (after a sort) the Zulus lu South Africa, he came upon the diffi-

enltY of deaiing with the wives of bis converts. Hie hail no hesitation in

ling down the rule that (ibristians should have but one wife; but he felt

'eal difficuity in requirimg that men wbo already bsd -more wives than

"e should put away ail but one. The difficulties were, indeed, manifold.

It Was easy enougb to say that only the firat wife was a true wif e, and al

the Others should be put away ; but it was not so easy te get the man or

hi8 Wives to ace the justice of such a sentence. Mauy othera, besidesr ýish0 P (Jolenso, acquiesced in his metbod of dealing with the difficulty,

re t wilI be seen that the Conference bas taken a middle course. They

rfuse to give baptism to any one who persista in living as a polygamist ;

b ut they do not abandon bim as bopeleas. Tbey decide to keep hlm on

%s Candidate or catechumen until aucli time as be wili make up bis mind

taccept baptism on the condition'i offered. At first 8igbt, this would

eern fairly to meet the difficuity. ExpFrience wili show whether it le

*Orkaible. Tbe fear is that it may be found to lead to one of tV(o resulte-

either to the candidate giving up aIl thought of becoming a member of the

'obQratian Cburch, or also to bis putting off baptismi to the hour of death.

The Conference, before arrîving at tbeir decisions, bad facts and argu-

'lient8 before them wbicb are unknown themselves, and we prefer not te

ýro1nOUnce offhand on a subject involving se many difficulties. Time will

6how Whetber their decisioiîs are calculated to meet tbe necessities of the

cake. We hope to rcturn to the other 8uIjý cts considered by the

100n1feience

IN France a very practical use of pbotography bas recently been made.
beral. persona were imprisoned by the caving in of a wail. A bole was

boe)and down this a tube witb a camera was slid. The photograph

%hoIdthe faces of some of tbe dead men, and demoflstrated the uselesnesB

Of effort at recue.

TO DOCILITY.

"There is no finality ini knowledge"
IlEver learning."

THou quiet virtuel! daugliter of humiiity,
Thy presence augura growtb in human brain,
Who iacks tbee cannot grow, sterility
And moral blindness mar his lot and drain

is cup of 8parkle and fertility:
Where thou art sovereign ahl wise counsels reigu,
A Newton and a Darwin flowered tbrougb thee:
Their conquests wider conquesta brougbt in train;
Attractiou's law loosed Adams' plummet bold,
Lie aounded in tbe outer deptb and found
The sea god of tbe 2ther-Neptune eld.
And wider stretcbed the solar syatem'a bound.
To patient seeker tby deep trutbs unfold,
With ampler light thus human life la crown'd.

PARIS LETTER.

A. T.

WIIAT a curious difference between Paris in sumnier and Paris in winter

We seem to be in another country. Now, the capital of the world is tilled

witb foreigners, the French seema to bave vacated tbe city and lef t it te

the tender mercies of tbe Saxon and Teuton traveller ; and what an

unpleasant, burried, tired sort of recoilection many of these muet carry

away with them of tbis city of delights, for ahl have passed tbrough a

certain groove, only baving a limited time to stay. 1 should like to know

how many English people visiting Paris this aummer bave been on a

mouche, the deligbtful three balf-penny steamers wbich make the Seine

one of tbe pleasanteet water-ways in Europe. From nowbere else can a

stranger form a true estimate of Paris, excepting from a balloon ; ail the

new and old Frencb world bas always built by the river ; on the eue aide,

the Tuileries, tbe Louvre, and the new Hotel de Ville gide past, on the

other tbe Invalides, the varions public offices, the Conciergerie, where poor

Marie Antoinette spent ber last daya, the Inatîtute, and, laait but not least,
Nôtre Dame, wbich la better seen from the river than from any other

point of view. How few again have ever viaited the Hotel Carnavalet,
Madame de Sévigné'a old bouse, now turned inte a wonderful historical

museum ; or the Temple, one of the strangeat sighta in the world, more

like an oid eastern market than anytbing else, with its abrill bargainings,
old carpeta, second-baud clothea and-smelE. The Halles are also worth

a visit, and on the lef t aide of the river the quaint old Quartier Latin sheuld

surely intereet those who care in the smalleat degree for French literature,

old or new. Iu Rome it le the tbing to Ildo " the churches, why flot Ildo"
tbem lu Paris 1 From Nôtre Daine te the Sainte Chapelle, there is flot a
cbapel which la not filled with strange curions exvotos, and memories.

Some interesting thougb painful statietica bave just been publiahed
coucerning the sweating system in Paris, brougbt out by the strikeB whicb

are now occurring in different parts of France. Witbîn the last few

years tbe middle-man bas laid bis grip on many trades, wbich were once

tbe specialty of the skilled Paris workman. French boots, for instance,
formerly noted for their great excellence and finish were made by an

artisan who gaiued twenty-four shillings a week at the lowest. A sweater
110w gets the contract, and sende it to the provinces wbere the work in

doue lu an inferior manner and at a lower figure. ln fact a persistent
effort bas been umade for some years to do what the Polish Jews have
accomplished in London for tailorîng; and a woman who works a sewiug
machine at borne, cannot make more tban 10 te 12 franci a week. The
ardent invectives of Louise Michel against the power of the Patron, have a

deep justification lu the growing obliteration of the old artiatîc industries
cf the French metropolis through the vulgar aud cruel trade cf the
sweater.

A painf ul impression bas been made in political and military circles by
a pamphlet entitled Cherbourg aux Allemands. Lt seema that at the late

naval pageant at Barcelona, at which tbe little King and the Queen Regent
cf Spain were present, the French Admiralty sent for the whole cf their
Channel Squadreu, whilst the Germans sent for only one frigate. This le
represented by the Ilold officer " as being a pofound piece cf tactica, to

prevent the French from realising the number and importance of the
Gernian war-ships ; which latter -made a great impression wben they
accompanied the Emperor on bis visit te the Czar. The old officer who
reviews the above mentioned pamphlet, saye that the French Navy would
bave the greateet difficulty ln defeuding the French coast againet Germny
and Italy, should they combine together te attack France, for the marine
force of hoth nations le in a higher etate of efficiency than that of France.

By some strange ircny of fate ail vestiges of Imperial France are eitber
gone or juat disappearing. Catherine de Medici and Aune cf Austria seem
nesrer te us than the Empresses Josephine and Eugénie. The Tuileries
and Saint Cloud have disappeared off the face cf the earth; and the
Château of Malmaison, wbich I visited lately, leokes like a forsaken villa.
Yet there Napoleon and Josephine held a brilliaut court, and, after the
divorce was pronunced, it wae at Malmaison that Josephine lived, receiv-
ing mauy distinguished fereiguers till ber death. Although the Château
bas fallen into thie ueglected condition, the small churcb lu the town of
Ruel je full cf mementea cf the Buonapartes ; a fine organ given te the
church by the Emperer, a remarkahly beautiful statue cf Josephine dedi-
cated te her memery by ber cbildren, Hortense and Eugène Beauharnais, a


