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struction, anti for several weeks locomotives anti cars werc mun from bank

te bank, until the fires were actually put eut on the engines by the water

whicli covereti the meltin.g ice, andti ei hazardous passages were discon-

tinucti anti the track removeti a few tiays before flhe frozea bridge yieltied

te thc rising current of the river. General Rosser's veuturesome exploit

attracteti widc notice, anti the Northern Pacifie ice-britige was pictureti in

the illustrateti papers." It has been stateti that thc prototyp)e of these

two railways on ice is te lie founti as far back as the winter of 1851-52,

wicn the Philadelphia, Wiimington, anti Baltimore Railway rau their cars

acress the frozén Susquehanna at ilavre de Grace, where it is about three-

quarters of a mile wide. Accordiug te a coutcmporary paper, liowever,

the cars wcrc drawn over by horses anti not by engines, anti the passengers

drove across in sleighs or waiked. But, nevertlieless, this lias been claimeti

te be the original of railways on ice.

SON.NET-FANO Y'S O WN.

LET sober Reasen, gowned upon lier throne,
With ail hem stern disciples at ber feet,
Prociaim her laws of life, for some most meet

Bem sovereign ruiing will I neyer own.

Fancy's my goddess: te her power alone
1 beuti the kuce, for she is gracions swcct,
Anti hath provideti me with sandals fleet,
That instantiy transport from zone te zone

Arounti this motley worid ; te me hath given

Unchalleng'd passports through the realmns of time

Or past or future ; by lier ieave 1 climb
Frein hell's abys.4 up te the arch of H-eaven-

Anti at the secrets of the earth anti sky anti sea

1 marvel, meveti te fear, at ecd new mystery.

paru. E. G. GARTHIÎwITE.

BERMUDA .- Il.

BE&RmuDA contains numerons boartiing-houses capable of accemmotiating

fromn six te tweive persons; of these, the Melbourne Flouse is the largest anti

mest important; terrus in ail are from $10 te $12 a week, se that they

are rauch cheaper than tic hotels, but 1 imagine inferior both in accom-

modation anti living. I have aiready referreti te fumnisheti bouses; any

number of these miay be hati during the winter for £7, £10, or £12 sterling

a month, ail more or iess supplieti with requisite articles, but without linen

or cutlery. I know of oniy eue bouse fuliy provideti wîtli every householti

requiremýent ; this is renteti hy Mr. Trott, of Trott anti Cox, the weli known

agents of the Steaiîuî,hip Company in Hamilton. The cottage in question

is situateti on a rocky point beyonît the Priucess Isotei, about twenty

minutes waik frein Hlamilton, anti its price is £14 a montb. The great

difflculty with regard te iousekeeping in Bermuda is the question of

domesties. The visiter must cither bring hier own servants, or depeuti upon

sucli natives as sbe can get, andi face the consequences, wbich, in tlie

kitchen departuient, will nîcan cousiderable picking anti steaiing ; tbe

better the cook the greater the cvii ; anti the sufferer must remember that

the blacks do net coniîider it wreng, but, ou the contrary, quite moral anti

justifiable, te support one family or more off the proceetis of tlieir mistress's

table. XVages arc iow, from $6 te $9 being paiti te bousemaitis anti

cooks. White servants, wlien they arrive, are generally very much trieti

by the state of Bt-rmudion civilisation ; they may bave te contenti witli

stoves that arc cracked, anti with ceai tbat is net suiteti te tbeni; witb Sait

tiat becomes dauîp anti sticky when the south wiiît biows; with currants

that blenti into one undistinguishabie anti uniteti body; with tir.y reti ants

possesseti of a demoniacal curiesity, that insist upon investigating, cvery-

thin.g ; with mieat that will net appear till the eleveuth heur if then, anti

with milk often forgotten altogether. These are a few of tue minor evils

whicli upset the equaniuîity of the îîortherni domestie, fresli from ahl tlie

modern ceuvenicuces of thc niueteenth century. With a white niaiti anti

a celoureti cook, great comfort couiti be enjoyeti, as the former would

contrel peculation.
The blacks, in spite of their littie weaknesses, are a gooti-natureti anti

happy people, more like grewn-up chiltiren than reasonable beîngs ; they

are very grateful anti appreciative of kintiness, anti ene is always impresseti

by tlieir courteous anti respectful bcaring. Whetlier in towu or country,

every marn or woman yen meet gives you a pleasant noti, in wliich respect

ticy offer a refresbing contrast te tlicir brethren of the West Indian

Islandis, who harbour a mest ebjectionable animosity te the white popula-

tion, anti seize cvery opportnnity te annoy them. Living is expensive,

cernpareti with Canada, the price of evcrything but groccries being

double. Beef is ls. 3d., neariy 30 cents per lb. ; inutton, a shilling, or

25 cents, anti noue but sncb as is importeti fresi-killeti, per steamer,

froma New York, is fit toecat; veai, 18. per lb. ; chieken anti tnrkeys sll

at 18. a pounti with their feathers ou; fiali is cbeap, as a mile, anti

nasty, 4d. per lb.-seme kintis are goti boiied (as it is seltiem or neyer

eaten, anti was an experiment ef our own), but the maýjority is coarse anti

tasteless ;it is vcry difficuit te get, tic hetels anti boarding-houses con-

sumiing the moerate supply ; breati is 6d. a loaf ; milk, 6d. a quart; vege-

tables can lie preduceti iii fair abundance, but tic potatees are ai imperteti

fromi Nova Scotia, anti arc 18. 3d. a peck. Fruit, in the way of bananas,

in plentiful andi clicap, 3d. a pounti. 1Appies are a Rtaple article of
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food andi largely imported ; also, Florida oranges ; but no fruit except
bananas is grown by the natives for sale. There are any number of

orange, lemon, 1oquot, avocaclo pear, Surinam cherry, and other queer

tropical trees in the gardenis of private houses, but, for their consumption,

one is indebteti to the kindness of friends.

Anything can be raised in Bermuda were it not for the laziness of the

negroes; but since a disease biighted their orange and peacli trees some

years ago, they have abandoned the cuitivation of anything but the prolifie

and profitable banana, together with. toinatoes, potatoes, and onions for the

New lork market. Loquots are the fruit par excellence of Bermuda.

Thcy are of Chinese extraction, yellow in colour, and the shape of a tiny

pear-about an inch long-tiey grow in clusters of eight or a dozen,

upwards instead of downwards, iii large leafy trees with queer straggiing

branches.

Onie great want in Bermuda is a market, whichi would be an immense

economy of time and money ; 'learly every West India Islandi, how-

ever si-nali, pessesses one, anti it is curious that none should ever have been

cstablishied in Hlamilton. Various notable oid women travel about with

vegetables, eggs, scallops, andi oysters. Beware of the Bermuda oyster ; it

is a delusion and a snare, and the parity of -the scallops' watery bcd mnust

be investigated.

The climate during thec winter is decitiedly variable ; the temperature

ranges generally between 600' and 70', anti frost is unknown ;its essential

characteristic is dampness, whatever may be saiti to the contrary. This is

only natural in a smail group of isiantis lying far ont in the Atlantic, but there

is neither fog nor mist of any description, thougli there are f requent squails of

ramn which are seon absorbeti by thec porous nature of the ground. When

a north wind blows, as it generaliy does af ter Christmas, it is cool anti even

bracing, making a fire in the morning, andi evening an enjoyable luxury;

but when a south winti waf ts the sof t air of the Gulf Stream over the ocean,

it is damp anti enervating. This is supposeti to bcecssentially a sumigier

breeze, but it keeps its memory green in the winter also. November and

Deceaiiber are fine warmi months wlien cotton dresses may be worn, and

doors anti windows kept open niglit anti day, aIse a prevalence of mos-

quitos expecteti. January, February, and March are stormy anti unsettieti,

anti thick dresses may lie donned with comfort, and a heavy wrap worn in

a nortli wind. April anti May are again brîglit anti beautiful ; the sua

increases tiaily in power anti penetration, 'and cotton dresses can be

resumeti. A thick jacket is always usefual, also a light ulster, anti a mack-

intosh no family shoulti be without, as an unibrella is practically useless

in the heavy squalis of wind anti ramn which constantly occur ; a couple of

g«ooti dresses for state occasions, a few baIl gowns, anti a latiy's wartirobe

is u.ompiete, with the addition of an ancient cloak of some kinti for

boating, the sait water spoiling anything it touches. Boots anti shoes

shoulti be taken, but gloves cau be obtaineti better anti cheaper than ini

Canada, provideti that Americans who prevail in Bermuda have not bought

Up ail the sizes you happen to require.

One great anti inestimable ativantage of the Bermuda climate is that

you cau stay in it just as long as you please. Indeeti April anti May are

of ten the pleasantest months, witli their lengthening days anti their spring-

like atmosphere, anti in this respect its qualifications for inval ds are

superior to those of Floritia anti the West Indies, whîch the visitor must

leave in March, when it is too early to return te Canada f rom any southern

resort. Whether it is suitable for consumptive patients is a mucli-vexeti

question. 1 consider it entirely too damp anti too variable ; you see very

few, if any, invalitis. Bermuda is almost entireiy the winter heatiquarters

of Americans, who are pleaseti with its Englisli flavour, anti couic town

simply for pleasure anti amusement. I heard there were upwards of 1,500

there iast year, between Christmas anti Easter. Many business men, who

suifer from overwerk anti insomnia, wili finti the islanti, with its fortnightiy

mail anti absence of cable communication, a capital recruiting grounti aiso

persons troubleti with nerveus affections, to whom fresli air anti out of door

life are recommendeti. There is a great anti perceptible change of tempera-

turc as seen as the sun sets, anti a damp chili creeps over the grount i n

the wînter months, which is feit even by the robust, anti must be guardeti

against.

The naval anti military society is a great attraction of Bermuda ; there

is always one regiment stationeti there (at present the 76th, the Duke of

Weliington's), besities a few companies of engincers anti a battery of artil-

lery. The North American squatiron, wîth the tlagship, the Nertharnptefl,

under Vice-Admiral Lyons, anti tliree or four smalier vessels, comes down

from Halifax in November, anti speutis six weeks or more at the tiockyard,

then goes on to the West Indues anti returns again for two months in

Mardi. The Atimiral's officiai, residence, Admiralty flouse, Clarence

Hi, is a quaint oiti building', with vcry extensive jýardens, laid out by

some horticultural. predecessor. It is beautifuilly situateti on high grounti,

anti commaunds an extensive viewr of the north shore of the island with tie

dockyard, iying immetiiately opposite about two miles away, anti the grand

swveep of the Atlantic washing tic rocks below.

The present Governer is General Gallwey, R1E. Goverument flouse,

Mount Langton, lies on the north shore of Bermuda, anti is an old-

fashioneti colonial resitience, seon te be succeedeti by a rcaily iautisorne

anti commotions building, which is being ereteti on a better site than the

present lieuse, but withiu the groundis, whicli are more extensive anti appear

te far better ativantage than those of Clarence Hill, anti contain tWO

excellent tennis courts. It is custeînary for strangers upon arriva1 to

drive eut, anti inscribe their namnes in the books kept 5at Clarence 1Hill anti

Mount Langton. After paying their respects they are eligible for invita-

tiens te such general entertainments as may be given. L. C.


