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extraordinary progress, fnrisingti an examiple of unequalleci prosrierity;

gradually lessenîing its public debt of $r,oco.ooc,,oco, wtithouît being arrested in

its miarch of improvenment, while ive sec our (Soverniment increasing the dtbt

$ 100,000,000 i ten vears, and tlic Province of Quebec handicapped wil a

debt of $1 7,000,000, and ant annmal delicit of $8oo,coo.

Further, f. oo,oeco,c-)o sterling of British capital is invested i iioliga",ges

in Canada, the interest therenf. $2.o~obeing anniially taken from the

country. It is an important miatter lèr us tu decide how tu render our riatiolial

debt more in accordane wîth our resoturces -; w e inust also notice duosely fthe

striking contrast existing beuveen flhc condition of flic two cotintiies, w vhich-

enjoy the sanie zatitral advantages. 'l'lhe Arnerican market is vcry large and

offers to capital, agriculture and manufactures an ample return - while on thec

other hand, Canadian products and mnanu iifactuLres are liniited to a population of

4,000,000, spread over a vast Ofca utCOunt1 ý, and have been oblig-ed unitil

the presenit to compete with foreign manufactures, for the reason that Canada,

as a colony, could flot or did not make commirercial treaties xvith foreigu counitries.

Obliged as sellers to piy cither highi duties on Our products (Mhen sold in

the United States), or fre;igi:-t chre.&c. (when sold in England.), our iiport-

ing powers ivere lossened. O)ur woollen, cutton and leathier manufactures cani-

not be exportecl to France and ouîr ships aie obliged to pay a dutv of $8-

while British vessels pay ontly forty (-eu t;, and thic sanie prohibition ü%xistF as

regards others of ouir exports.
AI] intelligent nmen are of flic opinion that ur politico economîical positioli

is very serious, and that iii spite of our iinagnificcut resources, both nattiral,
argricultural and industrial, %vc will rapidly becomie bankrnpt, if furcigil markets,

and especially that of tlic United States, are not openied to uis. There i s

only one opinion amiongst aIl classes as to thec advisability of cffecting a

commercial treaty w'ith tlic United States.

Sir A. T. Gaît %v'as the first to demaiusti ate to ns thec adx autages of flhe Aine-

rîcan market i 1862, --in a replXMt to thic House of Commuons which showed that

in six years, thanks to the Trcaty of Reciprocity, otir exports reached tlîe sum

of 168 million dollars, of which q- millions w'ere paid nis by tlic United States

and showing that unr exports tu aIl other cotintries combincd were -6 million

dollars less. In i870, Sir A. TV. Gaît said, iii the course of hlis remnarks tupon

the I-on. L. S. I-luntington's motion for au American Zollverein, that l-ie be-

lieved every person of intelligen(ce was awvare that thec more froc ouir transactions

svithi flie U. S. îvere, flie ])fet tf w'uîild bc, andl that tf was e\tî crncly desirahle

that comnmercial intercourse betuecu tflic 'su cointries should be titirestricled.

Hon. Mr. Mackenzie s mid tîmat tlie Unitcd Stuites is ere ec cssary to us boîli as

a market for Our products and to ubtiii tlmrefromn the rnecessary capital to

develop Our niattîral resources. Canadian manufacturers are of the opinion

that commercial tunion %vith the U nited States sbould bc benleficial to them. as

it would give theni a market of fifty million constmiers. 4We ask for

protection because lvc cannot selI iii tiL United States " said Mr. Wîn. Spratt

to the govcrnmcut lit 1870 as the leader of a1 ceptitation of Ontario nmainu-

facturers, and iin 187.î,matacris froin aIl parts of Canada stated tu tlic

commîttee of itiquiry thit ail indîistrial înîrsuits w'oîld ho bcefitted 1 ix a

commercial union %vith thictUnited States. lut ihiese davs of grand illijau-

facturimg processes and large producing, powxers ut' inachînery, ail extensive

market is absolutely iieeesiarv.. Otur goverument, have ficquently attenipted to

renew the Troaty of t 8.1 but until ilow, the Uinited States mi our attemrpts

with propositions of annexation, pur and simple, at preserit Mi-. WVharton

Baker, speaking as the represenitative ut' the Amecrican Manuifac-tnrier's

Association, supported lxithi by flhe Press and leading inerchauts, proposes to

us a Commercial Union wlhir Nill give us the benetîts above enumnerated.

Believing that it is our diuty to secure a national promitience, we ask ouir

Government and public leaders to take the necessary steps to secuare us tîme

right to make conmmercial ticatics with foreigu countries ourselves, and we also

ask them to open to uis thc A\merîcain mai het hy effecting a Commercial T'nion

with the United StateF,

CLERKS AS FARMERS.

Commercial callings have been long overcrowded and i consequence of

the long-continued liard tinies and depression, clerks and young mon have

been forced to seriouisly consider whether it lias flot beconse necessary for

themn to flnd occupation and a mneans of livolihood in other cliannels, more

particularly in agriculture. 'llie u'onmonly received opinion is that agriculture

is a calling xvhich eau lie taken i up at hap-hazard, for ivaut of a better, and

which requires no particular ability or- application iii order ta succecd therein

it is ouly necessary, su it is vagiucly supposed, to put the seed iii the grouind

and in some easy-goîng watv, tlie erup is sold in the fali and ail tlîe money goos

into the farmer's pocket. Very comnfortable aiîd very easy, and Il while yot

are sleeping, your bread is growing" is a very pleasant provcrb but only

partially true.
The statement is made that youing men should engage in farming.-this is

true but requires explanation. The proper time to engage in farming is at the

age of fifteeu just as is donc in commercial iffairs : nat ton clerks in a lsundred

wvlo are more than twenty-five years old and svho engage in farnsiing, svill

succced therein. it is a laborionus caîling and requires as mucli ability as any

other - besides, a person who lias been îscctlstomed to tlic excitenient and

hurrv and shamn of city life is very apt lu be discontentcd. with thec com-

paratively inonotonous life on a farm. Clerks xxbo hav"e v-isited fille farms

tînd everything couleur de r ose, ansd that nu especial ahility or amnounit of

capital is required to inake a successful farnier. 'Thoin ag'îin they always

caîctîlate thec amotnt oif their crops in somewhat the sanie ivax as the stigar-

beet e'ectri;zaircs do :to menition orie instance, it Wvall conîîuîiltcîl that the

aveorage crop per acre of sugar-beets îvould be tweiity tons, on Mp/er, and ou1

the bar;; fo; ilie crup seas eight tons. A clerk Who bias gone tu Manitoba

told me that lie wvuld hlave tlimtv btishels of Nhoiat per acre and have au

average uf tlsrec huiîdred, giviiîg hiin a gross rettiru uf luine tliousand bushels

wvhicli at ouse dollar a hushel would give him nine tlîousand dulla: s-deducting

from tlis fifuy per cent. for expenses, ho wvotld have a net profit of four

thousand fiee hundred dollars and this at flic end of two years. Ilc tried and
Irushed things " and found imiself iii debt to the extent 'of tlErce hundred

dollars, besides being f itteen lîtîîdred dollars out of pocket-c lsad also to

dig sixty fcet for water, so hoi said, and came back to get thawed ont: lie said

Manitoba ivas a s ery good place for thuse Who likcd it, but it wvas not the

garden of Eden.
It is a commnnplat e remark made by supertîcial olîsers crs, tilai a tarmer

cari nlt stcceed i Iower Canada ; this is attribted to lime sterility or rathor

ivuru ont character ut tlic soi]. 'l'ie Englisli delegates wvere also of the sanie

opinion aîîd nserciy shumved how erroîseously persons may jtîdge, whien only

a cursory exarninatios is made. They showed the fallacy ut their opinion-

wisen tisey saicl that thi- farniers in the couînty of Compton seeme excellent.

Anîd, xvhy is this? IL is nut diffmctilt ta answer, the mode ot enîtivation pur-

sticd iu Compton is a proper one, wherea-s lu other comnties, as a rile, the

mode of cultivatioîs miglit alînost ho called degrading, if we eati caîl it
Il cultivation ',at ail. I maintain and assert positively tîjat capital either in

large or small amotînts eau be as profitalaly used, (invesýtcd agriculturally) iii

Low'er Canada as3 iii Manitoba. Manitoba attracts persons more as a novelty

than tor any other reason - except perhaps tlie chimericai iinht wheat can

ho groîvu withotit labour.
,\ younig clerk svho wishes tu engage ii agriculture, shotild attensd for a

year or tuvo a good agricultiiral. coîlege. 1 empliasize good-as 1 do isut xvish

tu be Vinderstood as referiing to those usiserable apîologies for agricultural

colleges at Richsmond and L.'Assoiption. 13y attending a college be will soon

learn wvhether lie is likely lu succeed as a fariner-but if lic is unable to attend

a coliege, lot hiin engage for a year or two with an intelligent tarmer, and work

for small w'ages and blis board. If lie lias no capital, it xvili nut lîrevent him in

tlise least froni geîîing a tairin -- lie eau get land lu certain districts for nothing or

lie eau buy on long creclit, or- lie eau rent a farnm for ncxt to nothing. 'l'lerc is

oîse tliing tiwbe lic ivil I have tu niake up bis mind from thec begliuing and

ibMt is, to uvurît h xvith is imancs and lits Lad. 'Fhere are instances of

farisers ]nce iiî n i,uwer Cantada xvbilc their neighbours have fiied-tlbe

land i'as the sainme iii loth cases aud the succcss depenlds therefore upon the

faruier himsclf. 'l'lie reason of the poor farming in Lowcr Cansada is ta 1)0

found iii the tact that thie land is in fie bauds ut stupid, ignorant and lazy

habitaus. Tlieir wants are fexv-they are passcssed of nu ambitiou-think

the curé au lufallible guide-and make no effort to rouse themselves from their

letlîargy. Th'le Roman Catholie church is responsible for the ignorance of the

agrictiltural class, aîsd it may bo asserted witholmt four of constradiction that

were tihe tarms i tise bauds of intelligent farmers, thec fluancial condition of

the Province wotîld sooîs ho aitered for the botter. Tise reason theretore that

the agricultural inîerost is neglected in Lower Canada 15 niot ou account of the

pooruess of the sou, hut on accounit of tho mental povcrty of tlic habitans.

A yotug clerk eau do tully as iveli in Lower Canada on a farm, with or

without capital, as hoe can in Manitoba. 1 w'ill nat say that lie can do far

better, but hoe can live far botter. There is one tact whicli applies to

agriculturists al] ovor the Dominion, namely-tsat few taurms arc gold mines,

but tluey produce mon and not consumptive clerks. George Bothwel.

BEET ROOT SUGAR.

No. V.

We have ta dweil lui briet oni tIse farmer's position as regards ibis isomen-

tous question, and is conclusion to show its politico-economical bearing. WVc

have slsown tîsat a fariner svith moderato good'culture will realize $ioo from an

acre (20 tons at $5 pîer lois.> ro equal this il. would ho iiecessary ta raise 400

bush. patatoos at 25C. per bush., or 250 btish. caris at jîoc. per bush., or mca

bush. wlseat at $i per bush., or 125ý bush. poas at Soc. pser btîsh., Or 330 bush.

oats at 30e. pser btîsls. Thsis is problematical.

We will rcînark ta those wlio se in surnsoun table dificulties in the under-

takiug is question, tîsat xve have in aIl respects an casier task tian Ilsose who

began the oîuterprise years ago lis Europe. They hand flrst ta fîrid out hoxv ta

raise good sugar boots and hsow ta extruet in ais eéomlical way tIse stîgar,


