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but none of thom are of such importanco as te
qeduire thc rernolding of chemical hand-books.

-The dlifférence betweon anthracite and
bitunîinous con] is this: Bituminbus ceai con-
tains a certain anieunt of volatile substances
varying from 15 te 60 par cent. ; Buch a ceai
bur ' s witli a brigbt, yellow flame. Anthracite
centaine no volatile matter, and burne with very
Iittle flamc, but procluces intense heat.

-The greatest lieat bitherto observed is
found in Central Africa, in a region embracing

-par't ef Soudan, Abysainia, Nubia and Caffreria.
Thus it is seen that the hottest locality is not on
the eq uator, as many persons suppose, but north
of i t, bctween the fifth and eighteenth degree of

*N. Lat., and the fifteentb and twentieth degree
of E. Long.

-1 visitcd George Eliot'e grave at Righgate
the other day, and was struck by the matny
teucthing tookens of affection which I saw there.
h 'vas a, chili and cheeriese autumu afterneon,
but a num ber of beautiful fiowere wvere lying at
the font of thec coid, gray-grnnite piliar wvhich
tells wvho rests bcneath. There is ne grave in
the cemetery more frequcntly asked for, and
persons frein ail parts of the werld vi8it it.-Ex.

-Thej)îrascsin his wvork on Stones, mon-
tions th in nm as possessing, likie amber,
whcn rbd.the property of attracting very
light bodies, such as barbe of feathers, filaments
of wool, etc. Philotogists tcll lis that thie lyn-
curium of tho ancients is our Tourmaline and
that its naine is derived from. Un and oùPoi, ; be-
cause the oidI physicists beiieved that that
precieus stone was formed of the secrctions of
the lynx.

-One of the curiosities of the Parie Electrical
Exposition is a sttnîp of a tclegrapb pole %lîich
bas beon pccked through by woodpeekcers.
These birds reognize the existence of wvorm-s in
wood by a fine tickcing perceptible to thoir deli-
cate senses; thc vibration of Uic telegrapli pole
produces thc saine effccet, deceiving the birds
until tliey make a bote from sidc te side, but
find ne worin.

-Aretie exploration is again under a cloud.
The "lJeannette' blas been scarchced for iii vain,
and nowv tic English scientisLs are disputing as
te tho beost route te be pursucd in order te
reach an advanccd position within the uinknown
arca. The (3erman Governinent bas, howovcr,
askcd the Rcichisrath for 300,000 thalers in
order that tho Fatherland may join France and
Enfland in a proposed international expedition,
Wh cil mazy be tho mens of at last arivg at
a definito knowviedge of that much exloed
roglon.

-The mioon is, like the earth, ain ellipseid
with thi-ee different axes: the 8bortest axis is
frein pole te pole; the next Iongest is that
whiclî lies in the direction our satellite moves
-a direction which is very nearly perpendi-
cular te> tho polar axis, as it is but shgihtly
inciined te the plane of its ecliptie ,-and the
longest of ail is on the lino connected with the

earth that attracte it. The difcérence iii the
lenigth of tliese axes is, however, bat srnall : the
mean axis weuld bo 46J~ foot longer than tic
shortest one; and tic longest, 186 feet loniger
than the mean one, or about 232J feot, longer
than tho shortest ene.

_That minerai ceai is of vegetable enigin is
beyend ail reasonable doubt; for11 the co.il-b>Odé,
ae weli as thîe strata of shalo and limestone which
accompany thein, generally abound in the im-
pressions of leaves and stems of plants; and its
texture closely resembles charcoal miade fromn
modern îood. Inideed, numiereus lar-ge ettumps,
of trocs are found uprighit, or nearly se, ivith
their roots still embedded in their native soil
(eld Ildirt-beds "). At the turne etits formation
there were,-besidee many genera and orders of
trees toteilly unknowvn at the prezent day, sucb
as the Stigmiarie, Lepidodendrids, Sigrillarids and
varieus epecies of Calamitcs,-iotrsc tails, club
messes and tr-e-fer-ni, ail of enormnous Bize,
wiîich are fouind te, bc very nearly allied te the
comparativcly diminutive epecimene of the
sanie eiders eo' plants now existing in our cli-
mate.

It je certain thut at the remeote period cf
ceni accuimulation the carth wvas cevercd by an
oDxtremcly rank, meet luxuriant vegetatien; and
that a nearly tropical lient pervifdeci the entire
sur-face. This wve know te have been the case;
for Uic cellular tissues eof thoseceilatal
of thonu o? tropical or- sub.tropical growth-
attained such v'ast proportions, and increased s0
wenderfully fast, that tlicy could have existed
only in vory wvarnm, meist latitudes.

-It is said, and is believed by net a fcw per-
sons. that tue Word "l Caniada" is dcrivcd frein
tîvo Spnnisli ety'mens, Il ricà nadaIi," i. c., bore
notluing. Tbey ceiitend tlîat the Spaninrde
visited tliis cotuntry proviens te Uic Frenchi, in
scarch after gold and silvor; but fiuîding none,
tîe), rcpeatedly cxclaimod, in the hearing ef the
Indlians, Il acà nadla 1 " Il nfi. nada ''! Tlic latter'
learned and renicrbored the expression, and
repeatcd it te Uic French wlîcn tlie first, landed
on thebanics of the St. Lawrence. Tue French,
whlo kiiew less o? Spanish than tue Indiamîs, sup.
peseti that tlîat wma the namo o? tue coun try, anîd
calleci it Ilaad. Bât we tliinkc that iblis is
au cntirely gratuitous a.ssertion; for wo have
fai led te find any reputablo authority in support
of iL. Tt is even net proved that the Spaniards
did viait*this part eof America before the Frenclh.
The moite scicntific and the more generally re-
ceived opinion cencerning tho etymoiogy of the
word in question ià* that it je devived from! an
Iroquois word, Kanata or .Kpnnata, which signi-
fies a collection of buts, a village. Wlîen Jacques
Cartier first ]anded on the site nowy eccupied by
the city of Quebec, hie tolls us that he met there
the great chief Don nacona, whose ordi nary resi-dence was at Stadacona, a village on the River
St. Chartes about 3 miles frein ite conflence
witb the St. Lawrence, and who wae ruler of
the kingdom of .Kannata.


