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to no bind,—it indeed any worl quality what-!erek, in which the bind had inserted alont &
ever ean heliseoverad in their actions, Tt is " hodred live grasshoppers, aml wedged them
true that 2 cat ortares 4 monse, and seems to . in <o finsly that they conld ngt. esuape. Some
delight in inflicting puin, 1 cannot bt be - femers showaed him other posts which had
lieve, however, that the cat ig unconseions of " heen b (o the =ame mirpese, This was
the monse’s misery 3 that what she enjoys iscertainly a laving-up of stoves for futare use,
not the sutlering of her vietim, put the exer~ for the writer states that  the Waoalperker
cime of her natural powers,  Fxeessive destrne- - later began (o enl bis hoand, amd that at length
tiveness, ns when cats or weasels Kill more only o few shrivelled dead “hoppers were lett,
anisnals than they eancdevonr, is very freguent ;2 Wilson has observald, fusthermore, that Javs
bat it implies netther ernelty G a moral ;and Shrike’s retain =imilar habits in contine-
=enee) nor inere wianbmness; il is a legitimate j ment 5 the Jay filling every seum and ehink
resnht of their rapacions watnre, aml for the = in his enge with grain and Bread-erambs, and
rest, the animals wmay have a natieal preter- - the Sheike ¥ nailing " ment, inseets and  the
ence for some part of theiv prey, as the Blowd ! lelies of <ueh binds as may Te thrown to him.
or braing, to seente enongh of which they take ! 1 have had my donbts in this watter: aml
more lives than they world it they fud npontstills atter observing “Shrikes earetully  in
the whole of the flosh, Tn the ease of the | various paris ol the eonntey. must it thin
Shrike, morcover, it is certainly the rule that | the mater is wol finally narrowed down o a
the hadies are impaled after death, not while "simple question of honeding,  Too many
still strggeedinge in the clutehes of the eaptor, ; bodies are stuek up, (oo promisenonsly, and
Antlogy goes for sotnething in nutient history : Hoo few are niule use of afterwanl, for us to
and the analogy of the Shrikes” shambles o consider it simply as 0 pices of the binl's
the storchonses of varvious binds i ton obvions | theitt. 1 osnppose the habit of impaling,
to have escaped attention. 1 think the vight | considerad stnply ns sneh, mnl withont refer-
clue 1o the envions habit s thos tound, | enee todterior pueposes subrorved, may have
Many birds Iny up stoves of provisious, ke heen grdually acquired as the rosult of the
mice and squivrelz. Among these of  this ) Shrike’s physieal orgunization-—the relatively
country, Lindz of the Corvine tribe, as Crows {little foree of - grasping  with his  fest he
amd JJuvs, are conspicuous in this respeel | possessess in comparison with the power of
The ¢ theivishness * of the Baven and Magpic | his beak.  The talons ot a Hawk, for example,
in econlinement ix notorions; but it i= simply fare very ellective instroment=. nol only “for
the excessive development or perversion: of | =teiking and killing prev. but alse for holding
their habit of hoarding i thar makes them it while it is torn by the beak. The Shrike
steal and hide nway articles of no possibile wse Thas moeh less prehensile power; it snikes
to them, snel as jowellery sl silverware, | with the beak, and devones ns best it may,
SThe Californian Womlpecker oflees another | A Nathateh, e exagiple, will take an acorn
natable instance of =towing up tind as it does o in the bark, and wedge it there
with infinite prine. [ have seen branches of fwhile it hammers away ot it with the  bill,
trees stindded thiekly with acorns, eneh stuck | Sueh o habit of fstening it< prev having heen
tightly by itselt in 2 little hole lored by the :u{quirwl, s samethings ('l!lil:“"\' tneonneeied
bind for its reception.  Tn ather instanees, the | with the storing ap of provisions, may thes
same bird has been kpown fo insert aeorns in { have heen tarned to aeconnt as a means of
the naturnl erevices of woul,  These faets | =cenring it prey i fture use, and thus
relate indeed only 10 the hoarding of fenis= or [ become the nsual way o making a hoand.
innnimate objeers; bt we gee nstill closer! 1Uis eertain, howeser, that the Shrike makes
rerem hlanee to the habit of the Shrikes in the | no great nee of his larder: and that he some-
euvions practice of the  Bed=headed - Waod-§ times impales and sometimes not, apparently
pecker. o versatile hind, one of whose singular] at hix eapirice. ||(-.|.<.1usl. s |_I|\'(‘|_\: to eat o
trnils has just been tokd by Mr. H 1, lhulvy.iglmsshnmwr as to stick one. Tle #pit= hix vie-
af Noew Yark. This writer narmtes® that a tins as often when food s plenty as when it is
vorrespondont of his ob=erved \\'mnl|u.-ulu-|-'s' senree s u‘ml lllg majority ol the hadies wilibot-
frequent vigits to an olld oak posty which onj ed ave left to wither amd be blown away, or 'S
extnmination was fumnd to present a l:ll'_'.',‘v; vitten np by the bugs, O one ocension, when
i I watehed o Shrike elusely tor =ome time, [
« Bull, Nutt. Ornith, Cluby 1ii. no. 2, Apell, 1855, pov7. | =aw him impale o number of geasshoppers in




