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PART FIiRST. — THE INFORMER.

EHAPTER Y.—(CONTINUED.)

But Paul was et Rome now, and b2 would
donbtless overcome this contempi.

oot after his arnval, be calfed together the
principle men among the Jews. Before com-
" menciog the struggle and fulfilling bis mission, he
wished to know what he could expect from his
peoole.

He told them what he had suffered and why he
had been delivered into the hands of the Ro-
mane,

s Hasany one coming from Judea, or any letter
that. you may bave received’ he asked, *given
you cause to thiok ill of me 7

Those whom be bad assembled answered ne-
gatively.

¢ But,? said the most influeatial, ¢ we would
like to learn from you something about this sect,
which every one here and elsewhere cootradict.’

Paul spoke to them, with his magnificent elo-
quence, of the Kingdom of Geod, of Jesus Christ
whose coming was announced by Moses and the
proohels. ]

But the Jews shook their heads m siga of
doubt, aod only a few believed in bis words.

Such was Pavl’s first predication 10 Rome,

.The prophecy of isziah was bemng accom-

plished.

Paul bad commenced with the Jews, but thewr
bardened bearts had remaioed closed to bis
words ; the time bad come when he must turn to
the Romans. ’

There lived i Rome, at that time, & great
philosopher named Senecs.

Every one knows -hus hife and his works, so
full of elevated thoughts and belief, that Saint
Jerome did not besitate to raok him with the
Christians autbers, and designated bim as: ¢ our
Seneca (Seneca noster.)’

‘This distiogwisbed “writer  haviog sncurred
Nero’s displeasure and fearing for his life, bad
moved from the Palatine to the ¢ Alta Semita,?
one of the least populated districts of Rome where
be hived i retirement and obscurity, trying to be
forgotten.

He bad gradually renounced the pleasures of
the world, and devoted s time to study.

One day, as he sat alone, silent, and absorbed
m bis books, his servant announced a stranger
who wishied to speak to him.

The philosopher besitated, for 1t might be a
gpy or 8 messenger from the Emperor, but,
upon reflection he ordered the visitor to be in-
trodaced.

" A man appeared on the threshold ; having cast
a glance at his poor garments, aod bis telligent
fea‘ures, Seeca recogmzed ip his visitor one of |
those Jews already so numerous 1n Rome.

. .He guessed right ; it was a Jew, it was Paul,
the Apostle, who bad called on Seneca the
philosopber, . .

" CPAPTER VL.—PAUL AND SENECA.

The phitosopher made a gesture ol impatience,
as 1f the visit was not altogether agreeeble
him.

Paul waited in silence. His deportment was
modest, but 1t betrayed no embarrassment.

There was a strange light about bis counten—
ance which a man like Seneca cou!d oot fail to
notice. He made lum sign to approach.

Paul complied, and with honorable deference,
made the customary salatation of the Romans:
be brought Ins right hands to bis lips, and bowsd
his head from left to right.

But Seneca did not complete the ceremony by
extending his hand to the new comer, as was the
practice hetween friends.

Paul did not seem to notice the cold reserve
of this first ‘meeting, but hastened to present o
Seneca the long and tkin strips of * scytale’
which be beld in bis*hand, saying :

. *+This 18 from your brother Gallion.’

The ¢ scytale * was o secret letter. A few
sheets of thin parcbment, cut in varied forms, were
added - together, then Trolled around a small
¢ cyhinder made of wood or metal, tpon which they

. .lben wrote, ‘The !etter beiog wnitien was un-
rolled and handed to the person who was to carry

i I

‘To conpect the words thus divided, it required
& cylinder exacyly simlar to the one upon winch
ibe letter had been .written,- and the greatest

Precision and care in the mauner of adjustiog the

parchment around it. - S _

- Seneca took the letter from the hand of the
. ‘apostle, and ‘haviog sought the cylnder corres-

_yonding to hia’ brothei®s proceeded to pertorm the:

-fficult operation’ of reconstructing the misuive.

. ¢ This letter is very old,’ be remarked when he
‘was able to read the dale.

¥ Yes, it was hunded me by your brother more
than two years aga. Sioce, I have been a
captive snd 1 am one still. 1 eame to Rome be-
cause J appealed to Csar.

¢ T pity you,? said Seneca simply.

The apostle made no answer,and waited for his
host to accomplish his d:fficult task.

At last, Seoeca proceeded to read the letter.
From time to time, he terrupted his reading to
contemplate tbe apostle with mingled astonish-
ment aad cariorty.

But the time had not yet come for Paul to
speak,

¢ My brother writes me,’ s21d Seneca when he
bad done reading, * that you are a rare genius—a
great orator and a great philosophber.’

¢] am? sajd Paul, ¢ooly the last among the
servants of God and all my strength 13 in Jesus
Christ.?

+ In faet,’ remarked Seoeca, mithout manifest-
10g the least surprise at this strange answer, ¢ my
brother adds tbat you are a Christian. Is this
true, my dear Paulus—such, I believe 1is your
pame ’
sTt 1sso true and serious a fact,” said the
apostle firmly, and coveriog the philosopber with’
his ardent gaze, ‘thatia two years Nero will
bave me beheaded, not for the accusarion now
pending aganst we, but for the faith of my divice
master.?

¢ What ! would you give your hfe for this
superstition 7

¢ At this very iostant, I would! But the time
has not yet come ; 1 have a mission to fulfill, it
must be termioated.’

¢ What may be this misston, dear Paulus P’

f To teach Rome the kingdom of God and Hus
Justice ; to belp Peter to found the immovable,
eternal Chureb! . . . ?

¢ This Peter, I bave heard of bim, dear Pautun §
the thiags he senouaces are strange and impos—
sible I’

¢ Listen, Seneca,” said the apostle with au-
thority, I tell you,in truth, you cannot unders‘acd
them.}

¢ Am T pot a philosopher, and a philosopher of
some marit ' said Seneca with pride.

¢The God T proclaim reveals Himself to simple
hearts ; He disdains the vain science of the world.
He conseals Himself from the philosophers of
whom you speak.?

' But what dJo you pretend? Will this Rome
which you wish to teach, be more humble and
better prepared than Iam? Do you think she
will fisten to your voice

¢ The spirit of Giod will inspire me what to say,
apd Jesus Christ will do the remainder, Seneca!
Sepeca! Rome, 80 rebellious now, shall bow ber |
head! She will be like a httle ehld in God’s
bacd! Ere long, the Christians will be so nu
merous, that if they should go away, Rome would
remato an immense desert !’

t And I, dear Paulus? said the plosopher,
smiling, * shall I be witu you ?

¢ No, Seneca, you shall esteem my doctrie,
but you will pot embrace it. You will see 101t
but a fine system of phiosophy from which you
will draw new thoughts. Posterity will find 1n
your works certain echoes of my words aod
of our sacred books ; but you will never go fur-
ther)?

¢ Why so, dear Palus? If your doctrine 1s the
truth, T ask o better than to be numbered among
yosr disciples.’

¢ Oge cannot become my disciple as one would
become the disciple of Plato, of Aristotle, or of
the otber philosophers. I bave told you that mp
God does not reveal Himself to the superb and
mighty, and to follow Jewus Christ who died on
the cross, one must like him carry his cross. «.e

¢ The croes! 'The slaves’ .instrament of tor
ture! Todeed, my dear Paulus....” |

¢ T am mad, thipk you, Seneca 7 This s what
you were about to say 7 Well, let it even be
0, | am mad! And 1t is tis madness I want
to ieach n Rome, and which wil trinmph of
Rome and of the whole world. _

s Explain your meaning, dear Paulus, for I
canpot comprehend you. The cross, Jesus
Chiist, the Christians, Rome, the Universe.—
By Jupiter ! what is all tius I’

1t would be impossible for us to render in all
us magoificezce the {uspred laoguage of the
apostle, to make the divine power felt, which
flished like the lightning sn the darkness of the
nght.

gszl first explamed to the philosopber how,
from a persecutor of the Christians, he bad be-
come one of the warmest advocates of the new
religion. : )

He made on admirable picture of that reli-
gion ‘which, traciag 1its origin to the earlies!
times, had contmued to live through centuries
tll the present time. .. ) ‘

“He spoke of .the Christ promised to the world,
announced by the' prophets and haled by all the
geserations, Fla said how, the time beingace

complished, Jesus' had vcom',é'f_np'v ihgt“'poverty
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which He wished to hooer on earth ; His divine
teachings; His miracles; His death oo the
cross ; His glortous resurrection: the predica-
tion of His apostles ; the good uewa spreading
over the world, and, everywhere, the legions of
Chbrist assembling to glority Hime.

Rasing the veil of the future, he showed the
temples crumbhing down, philosophy vanishing
before the Gospel, the old creeds destroyed, (ke
pations of the earth embracing the cross, man-
kind forming ope brotherhood, and Rowe the
Queep of the world by Christ’s standard — rot
of that world about to perish, but of the whole
earth renescent and regeoerated !

A trapsfiguration bad taken place n Paul;
his features were resplendent with apostolic
light.

Seneca listened n silent awe, crushed under
those buriog words which surpassed in sublimity
all that be bad ever dreamt.

Without, all nature barmomzed with this im-
pressive scene, as though all must hush before
God’s messenger. No poise disturbed the at
mosphere ; all wis wrapped 1n that solemn shit
pess which marks the mysterious hour when
prayer assends slowly (o Heavea.

A deep and silent pause succeeded the apos
tle’s pathetic words, ‘

¢ Gallioe 1s right P’ said Seneca at Jast,  you
are an admirable genius I’

¢ What matters! Seneca, it is my doctrie,
not me, which you must_ admire.’

*Have you not told me, bu! a moment ago,
that I would not believe? Why, then, bave
you come o me ?°

¢ Because the time is near, whep the religion
of Christ would be for you a supreme cousola«
tion ’

¢ What do you mean ¥

¢ Seneca, do you not think that a siogle word
from N"'ro- (X} .’

* Ab! Paulus, are you then a messenger of
death ¥ :

¢ Seneca, Seveca! Christ’s apostle’s bring
lile; as for death, it 1s in the hands of God, He
it is who sends #.)

¢ So,? said the philasopber, with a smile, it is
a prophecy ; is the bour pear 7’

¢ Perbaps it 15, replied the apostle.

¢ So let 1t be, then, I do not lear death.
thank you for the waroing.’

¢ Seneca, believe wn Christ! Ab! you may
do so yet, potwithstandig what L bave said.’

* That is possible, my dear Paulus; T love sll
that is beautiful, and your doctrine 18 beautiful.
But a philosopher must compare and reflect.—~
Come and see me sgain. You are friendly to
me, my dear Paulus, and for wy part T am io-
choed to love you. How 1 would wish to be of
some service to you. But, as you see, I have
now hittle credit.’

$T thank you gratefully, Seneca; like vours,
my time is marked, and no one, not even Nero,
can change the desigos of God. My hope 18 in
Hm, and I need no other protection. Fare-
well, Seneca ; 1 the pame of the living God,
thiok of what you have heurd to-day.’

The apostle left, is heart fillerd with bitter
discouragement, for ne saw that be bad aot cop-
quered this soul for Jesus Christ.

Seneca did not forget the apostle. Iesaw
bim again several tumes, and coaversed with
bin on the same important subject. But Seneca
was one of those men on whom extreme civihza-
tion leaves an ineffaceable stamp.

Marble 1s never more impenetrable than when
the workmag, according to the anctent saying :
“ has possed his thumb over 1t to rub out the
last ané faint marks left by his chisel.

Seneca possested all the elegant finish of a

I

y|fine statve. The philosophy of Curistiamity

could not penetrate that polisbed surface, upon
which the pbilosopby of Greece and Rome bad
scarcely made an impressior.

Neveriheless, he studied the Chnstian reli-
gion ; be heard Peter acd Paul; he read ther
epistles : be enjoyed the first fragraoce of this
doetrine, which, hke a beautiful flower, was
blooming before his eyes. IHe did as all do,
who admire the flower, but care not lo koow
whence it came or why it blooms, He used st
1o adorn his own philosophy.

He revised bis works, and witbout modifying
the original seose aud plan, introduced 1 them
new thoughts suggested by the sacred writings or
by Paul’s epistle.

Hence certan words acd thoughts in Seeeca’s
works, which estonisb ope, unless one koows
whence he got them. But the truth never pene-
trated his mind,

A few montbs after Iis first interview with
Paul, Seneca was sitting at table, with bis wife,
Pompeia Paulina, and two friends, when a cea-
turion presented kimself ‘bearing the fatal sea~
tence. e -
As a last favor, Nero permitted . na old™ futor
to'select his mode ot death, - '

- Sepeca caused, his veins to be opened, but no
blood came out. e took poison, but the drug

oy

bad no effect on his worn out frame. He theo
ordered a het bath to be prepared.

As he stepped into it, he sprinkled e htile
water over his slaves, saying : '

¢ I make 1his hbation to Jupiter liberator !’

¢ Seneca ! Seneca !’

Tbe philosopher looked round: it woa Paul
hastening to make a last effort,

It was too Jate! The vapor of the bath bad
deprived the doomed man of Ins senser, and soon
after be expired.

A deen sorrow could be read on Paul’s face,
as be contemplated the mao be had sought to
save, '

His mission was at an esd, aed turoing his
back upon the scene of desolition, the apostle
went amay, plunged i thought,

CHAPTER VII.—LIGHT PENETRATING CHAOS.

Paul had soon to appear before Cesar, to
whom be bad appealed. With a prince like
Nero there could be no complication in judicial
proceedings, and the apostie bad httle trouble in
clearing himself of the charges brought by the
Jews, and which Nero could scarcely compre—
hend. :

What did Nero care about this guarrel be-
tween dying Judawsm, and nlready glorinus
Christisnism 7 He loaked vpon it as a question
of lacal interect whick did not concern him,

But Nero was very curious, sud Paul was an
estraordinary man. All Rome was talking of
the wonders he bad performed in company with
Peter. For, the two aposiles while presching
the rehigion of Jesus Christ, bad, in fact, proved
Hus divinity by oumerous miracles aceomplished
io Bis name. They had bealed the sick ; made
the lame walk, the deaf hear and the blind see,
they had brought the dead back to Iife.

Nero, at that time, was giwing the people
sumptvous exhibitions, which be desired to make
forever celebrated. A man bad promised, ke
Tearius of old, to rise, flving, to the clouds,~
This was Simon, the Magician, who strave by
every means to rival the apostles, and to bring
their mission to discredit, by claiming to per-
form the most wonderful acts, such ss animating
statues, changiog stones nto bread, fyng i the
arr, and cupjuriog spirits,

What a good fortune for Nero, what an at-
traciyn added to his punlic games, if these three
men could appear there and struggle, under his
eyes, for the pre-emmence in supernatural
power ! All three are Jews; what more simple
than that he should be the judge between 1them!
But miracles are not made to satisly vamn
curiositp. Sn as Jesus Christ bad refused to
comply with Herod’s request that he should per-
form a prodigy, Paul rephed to Nero that Simon
would not trivmph, but he promised nothiog mar
velaus, :
On the next day, Simon appeared 1z the am-
phitheatre. He was hailed with delight by the
matsirude, for lus popularity was great 1o Rome.
The Seaate bad even had the baseness to erect
big statue in the wfand of the Thber, with this
aseription ¢ ¢ Simom Deo Sancte !’

Peter and Paul, present, but unobserved by
the crowd, were praymg to God that the spirn
of falsehood should not gain a v.clory over the
spirtt of truth, and that this profager of sacred
things, this enemy of His name, should not ap~
rear before the people as possessing more power
than they who bad been clothed with His
strength, aad were seot to confound imposture,
Tue Eaperor having given the sigoal, Simen
atose in the air,and, it 1s alleged, kovered awhile,
over the amphitheatre.

But, suddecly, be fell, burled to the groung
by the band of Gad.

He was picked up, crippled and bleeding ; and

the people who had applauded him, vow hooted
bim with derisive contempt.  The magician
would not survive his shame ; having been car-
ned to a nerghboring house, he threw himself
{rom the casement, and dashed lus brains out op
the pavement.
Nerc was far from satisfied with the tragical
adventure of the magician wham he bad received
at his court with much favor. But, if he eoter-
taiped any resentment against the two apostles,
he did not show it at that time.

After all, httle did Peter and Paul care about
Nero's resentment. :

They returaed to their apostolic labors; they
lived, as they had done heretofore, by the wo:k of
their bands, amidst the holy Jewish women who
had followed them to Rome, and who gave to
thetr sex those admirable examples of charity in
good works, of Christian poverty, of evangelical
chastity, and of all the virtues which have since
created so many bercies of Christisn grace,
{ove and devotion. _ o
~ Some of these women bad never left tke Vir
gin mother of Jesus Christ. Together with
Saint Joho, they bad followed her to Ephesus,
where they remained ubtil ber death, which, ac-
cording to the.general opinion, tock place ia the
yepr 48, : L

A groan was heard, and a voice called out.

. |cient Rome' remsined in possessio

Stoee that time, they had successive!
moved to Bome, to jun the apostles and{lssl;:t
them 10 propagating the Gaospel, :

Meanwhile, the holy word became mo
more {ruitful, and new Christians of alln:'a:is.::}
all age and sex, came daily to ncrease the ’u-
sembly of the faithful. Tt wag then that some’
uneasiness commenced to be feit cancerning this
new sect and its numerous proselytes—this su-
perstition which threatened to take the place of
the anciept creed,. or, to spesk with more exget-
;;a:.s, the old religious habita of the Romag peo-’

1t was besides, a complete renewal of :
cial fabric ; snd some already foresa: iltlhleh::;
recent doctrives the condemnation and final de~
struction of the stitutions upor which Rome
leaned, and which had bithertg coosUituted her
strength,  'War was therefore declared against
these dg.tes!able ipnovators who came to disturb
the quiet in which, for ages past; Rome had
slumbered, mistress and dominatrix of (he wpi-
verse.

The first hostilities were commenced by the
writers and ssges who denounced for their
odious acts, \hase Christians, whose ckhref, ¢ one
named Christ.” during the reign of Tiben:ls was
seotenced by Poatis Pilate to suffer the most
wfamous penalty ?

These calumnies furnished Nero the pretext
he needed to justify himself of having kindled
the famous conflagration which, during six days
devaured Rome with such frghtful intenslty,thné
of the fourteen quarters comnosiag that immense
city, only four remamed standing and ntact,
Nero, the perpetrator of this bhornble act, to
shield his own criminality, dared to srcuse the
Christaps of it. This was the true and only
cause of the first persecution. It was atrocious,
The most barbarous and extraordinary tortures,
says Tacitus, were invented for these Christians
whnse crimes had long designated them to the
public ba'e ; and this went so far that the tor-
turerg felt pity for their victims,

Saint Peter and Saint Paul both perished
duriog this persecution. Paul, the Roman eiti-
zen, was bebeaded ; Peter was crucified hie
Christ, but with lis head doanwards,

The two annstles suffered martyrdom op the
:;b‘me day—29:h of June, in the year of Cbrut,
P»t.ar, priee of the apostles, was succended
by Linus, who governed the Church during
twelve years, as second bishop of Rome,
Linus was succeeded by Cletus or Anpacletus,
an Athentn by bieth, snd a disciple of Samt
Peter, who bad converted him, He governed
the Arostolical See from the year 78 to the
year 91,

Clemens (St. Clemeat of Rome), fourth m-
shap, therefore fill-d the chair of Saint Peter at
the time our narratise commenced,

He was of Jewsh origin and a descendant of
Jacob, from his mother’s side, for his fatber was
Faustinus, a nanve Roman. We believe we do
not err in affirming that be belonged to that
Clemeas family, so cumerous i Rome st that
time. and which was a branch of tie Flavia
faml!y_, whence came Vespasian and s 1wn zops.
This more than probable hypothess being ad-
mitted, Clemens, the head of the nascent Chureh
and the representative of Jesus Christ on earth,
would have beea the relation of Domtian, th2
High Pontiff, in whose person dwelt all the au.
thority ot paganism,

) The capital of the world, destitute of all relj—
gious faith, had become successively the centre
of the most divergent piwlosoplncal doctrines,
and of the most opposed creeds,

_Egypt bad bequeathed to 1t ber mysterious’
divinities ; Chaldea bad sent hér wizirds and
astrologers ; from the distant countries ot the
E-fst, Apollonius of Thyane hed imported the
philosopby of the B-achmaus, the divination of
the Mag), the Jodian theogontes, and eveo the
theories of the gymnosophsts be had vistted iz
Higher-Egypt and Ethiopia,

Eastern customs had already penetrated to
Rome, and her priests sppeared in the solemni-
ties of the sacrifices, wearing the Phrygian tiara,
and surrounded with all the sacerdotal pomp of
Armenia,

The racred books brought from Jerusalem bad
found public interpreters 10 Rome, where the

-Mosaic traditious were koown to all. Quite

recently, Josephus, a prisoner since Vespasian’s
time, bad.rnused public curiosity with bis pumers
ous writings, i which the Jewsh antiquities
were revealed,

Gaul and Germaoy, represented by Valleda
and Ganoa, the two young priestesses, had -made
known the dogmas of Tentates and Odin, those
portbern. divinities, upon whose altars our ances=
tors sacrificed humap victime. =~ - o
Y¥inally, Christranity vow loomed on the horia
zon, with the imposing cortege of its .apbsllé;,' :
its ‘first martyrs, s virgis, 1ts venerable and
holy women, whose whole life was a precept!

' T ‘appearance, the beathen divities of ‘au:
u:ol the same




