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L  FRANCE. & - -
Panis, April 4-One of these pamphlets which are

—xsually thrown out on the eve of gome great evezt|

s a8 feelersito.teat the state of public opinion bas just
appeared. It is headed Napoleon IIi::et La- Prusse,’
».myd is° anopymous. Whether the. writer has taken
Xia inspiration-from a French ‘orya Prussian source
5t is difficait to'say; but from the ardour with which
he advooates the-alliance of Prassia with France in
preference to any. other, it.is. probable tbat be is not
1 sn'unfaithfc] exponent of M. Bismark's policy, how-
i iover correotly or.otherwise he may interpret that of
' the Sovereign whose name he places at the head of |
rhis! production.  After & marked allusion te the
“.coarteous reception given to the Prussian Minister
18at autamn at St. Olound, be hastens to prove that
the alliance of France snd Prussia is not merely
pogaible, but,that it is indispensable; that. their rela-
tiong with the other Governments of Europe are of
little advantage to either of them, as they bave
mothing to hope from their friendship, and may defy
- their hostility. = . .
© \What the .autbor says of the Anglo-French alli-
..ance I giveic his own words :—

. The :Anglo-French sllizace has more adherents;
., and & certain party in Franoce seek to ery up the
" yeconciliction, tor they do not venture to cail it
., 1xiendship, of two peoples who for ages have learnt
. 20 hate each other, and to meet only on fields of bat-
“.4le. , To root oug from French hearts the memory of
the homiliating domination of the Eoglish in. the
. Middle Ages, to obliterate that inveterate rancour,
. there is; beiwesn the two nations meitner affiaity of
_ race nor community of tastes. 1he Channpel divides
_shem, and political interests cannot seriously unite
. them., What the one desires the other alsc desires,
snd if Frence casts a glance on Antwerp, Tangiers,
. Egypt, Malta, and Gibraltas, the key of the Mediter-
. -ranean, Bogland has long cherished .the same pre-
: .ject, and fits out her ships to defend what she calls
- her right.” After this review of the three great
~ Powers whose alliance would be as useless as it is
., dintateful to Fratce, whet remaing 2. What Govern-
" mment can hold ot a friendly hand to the Cabioet of
" th8 Tuiléries, and on this pledge ot amity build up a
#olid and profi:able union? That Government is
Prussia.’

The Consiitutionnel says i—

# The position of France in view of the present
diffioulties’in Germany is very eimple, and is the re-
salt of a wise and far-seeing policy, which may be
summed up jnthe word ! Neutrality.’ God alone
can know if the crisis will be decided by war, bat
the Imperial Government hus provided for sll con-
tingencies, and, whatever may happen, France will
zot be found' nnprepared.”

The circumatances of some regiments having been
ordered immediately to the Chalons Camp, whereas
st is not uenal to collect troops there earlier than tke
beginoing of June, hae led to the report that France
is forming an army of observation at the Rhine fron-
tier. Although explanations of the movement will
‘doubtless be given, thers may be some trutk in the
report that prepsrations are making for & demon-
Btration.— Daily News.

Tuoe Paris correspondernt of the Staadard, writing
Tueadny, says i—

“] am fully prepared to ficd the news 1am abomt
o eend yon contradicted—* en the highest authortiy’

_ =-but, .nevertheless, I think [ can vouch for its
_authenticity. A Prussian envoy, Prince Nepoleon,
end '‘General La Marmora, have had several inter-
vlews, and tbe result is, thatin the event of & war

. -breaking out between Austria and Prussia, Italy will

- immediately set an army in motion, whether againgt
-Venetia or the Tyrol I am unabls tn state. I may

.indd, that the news reaches me from & private cor-
respondent at Vienna, tbe accuracy Of whose in-

. formation I have tested st the time of the war in
.1859,.and have never found at faalt,

. #.In adéition I can agsure you that France is

_~quietly getting an army of observation together. In
thia age of railways, it is not necessary 1o copcen-
.irate a -Jarge number of troops, and eubject them to
‘$hie needléss discomfort of the camp or the bivouac.
*Phe garrisons of Metz, Thionville, Luneville, Nancy,
and Strasbourg, .are being quietly reinforced. The
Teserve is to consist of the Imperial Guard in cemp
at. Chalons. In previous years the troops moved
into the camp at the end of May, or the beginning of
June; but now the case is very different, The lst
and 2o0d Regiments of Voitigears are to marcX thither
-4n columaos of battalions in Lhe course of the present
week, ' The other two regiments of Valtiguers, the
battalion - of Chasseurs a Pied, the regiment of
Zouaves, and tbe three regiments of Grenadiers, can
be transported tothe camp by rail in twenty-four
hours. This news may possibly be contradicted, as I
‘have said before but [ can vouch for the orders hav-
ing been given.” ’

‘The Debufs says it has been remarked in Paris
salons this seacon that members of the Corps Legia
Jatif hold their heads a great deal bigher than they
nsed.to do. .They have now the * allure’ of men who
feel that the mandate of & “constituency of 35,000
electors invests thém.with a personal importance not
to be derived from the patronage of & prefect. The

_prefects— many of them, at least - are jealous of the
influenee of the .deputies, and submit with an il
grace to the consequent diminntion of their own
grand vizirisl powers. M. Baint Marc Girardin, the
academician, who signa. the article, enlarges very
Yumorously upon this new symptom, which shows
that parliomentary’ government, however tabooed in
certain high quarters, 18 steadily makiog way.

M. Emile Ollivier concludes his_geries of article8
t Onen somme nous,’in the.* P,res’se,"by a very effec-
tive exposure of the absurdity of the favourite argu-
ment that liderty must be postponed until  old par-
ties' have altogether rallied to the Empire All go-
~vernments, ke 8ays, have always invented some con
venient epithet o degenerate ememies with whom
there could be Do compromise, and whose assumed

. machinations served as en excuse for witholding
explanations and refusing reforma. Sometimes these
cutlaws, whose disaflection was an excuse for sab-
Jecting citizens at large to the oppression of arbitrary
power, were called aristocrats ; later thbe'term Jaco-
bin snewered a like purpose ; and afterwards ‘ Ideo-
logues’ and Red Republicans,’ the latter betterknown
as ¢ enemiea of family, religion, and property,’ were
held up as reprobase classes of society whose perverse-
ness forced the Government of the the day to
maintain A represpive system which it regretted.
Now the cant phrase is‘old parties’ M. Emile
Ollivier denies that there are any old parties in
France worth' notice.” There will aiways, as loog
.88 human. memory lasts, be some remnant of nbsti-
mate lovers of bygone institutions, but to postpone
‘liberty. until this indestructible minority shall be
extinguished, is practically to refuse, it for ever. He
conclades by. taunting. the. reactiopary friends of
.Government with . having said, some time ago, that

reform . was pot wanted, because it was not asked

. 4or; aud with now pretenciog tbat, after the amend-

“‘ment of the 45, so distinctly calling for reform the
. ‘Government can mske no concession without a loss

" Phé Correspondant publishes some very interesting

.‘and valuable original letters' of & Frenchman—
smorng, the most distioguished of our day, Alexia de
‘Tocqneville, - He wae in continual correspondencs.
With Madlle, do Sweteherine, and, in . fact, with all
persons ‘in France, and "very many elsewnere, whe
were beat Worth ‘knowiog. In 1835. be took a tour
jn Treland and there are gome very interesting-let-
-ters thence. Lot us give an extract from one, dated

. Kilkenny, June 20th, It cannot but scffer by trans-

:‘lation, for such-a passage can - be worthily expressed

.- only in French. To such a vergion a8 We can give,

OBEIGN INTELLIGENCE i

:yPD, and 10 look for a certain place. called Kiikenny.
Tt is a little town, in :the South of Ireland, This
,place; aimost impérceptible” on the map, has the ad-
‘vantage st this’ moment: of ‘posbessing me, but ita

glory:in this reapect: will be: pabsing, for-Tleaveto.
morrow. :-I wag attracted here by the assises. Beiog |
no longer able to judge,.or condemn any one myself:

[be had resigned a_judicia] office], I wished to have
"the pleasure of seeing theee things - done by others.
Does not this remind you-of -the fable of the oat who
had been;changed ianto & woman; and.who found
herself sull hunting rats? . ‘

' This conntry is divided lent w,
between two parties, st once religious and pofitical.
On our arrival in Dublin, each of these parties wish-
ed to fake posseseion of us, and-to.inake us see things
ouly tbrough their speotacles. We acted -like true
Normans as we are, never 8nying either yes or no;
80 they loaded us with letters of recommendation
for the interier of the country, and off we sat. At

the first inn we examined onr letters, and discovered

that almost all our. introductions were to;clergymen
—nothing but Reverends; but Reverends of different
kinda. To bave mistaken one of them for another
would have been periions. Some were Catholics
and others Protestants, . We cortinued our journey,
and wherever we came we went to see our ,two par-
ish priests, who never visit one another,: In the
evening we compare what we have learnt from each.
The Protestant is in geoeral a respectable man,
whom God has not overwhelmed with work. He
has an income of about twenty thousand francs, forty
parishioners, and a little Gothic . church standiog at
one end of his grounds. He considers that every-
thing is in proper order, and cannot imagine any
other state of things. The Ostholic priest kas a
gmall house, a still .smaller dinner, tcom five to six
thousand parishionera dying of hunger, who divide
their last penny with bim, and he imagines that this
atate of things is not the best possible. He thinks
that if the Protestant minister had a little less, and
the poor Catholic population a little more, Bociety
would gain by it; and he is astonished that five
thousand (atholics should be obliged to pay twenty
thousand francs a year to defray the worship of forty
Protestants, But such language iz thoroughly re-
volutionary.’ o

A writer in the ‘ Independance’ renews the report
respecting the conversion of M. Gnizotto the Roman
Oatholic religion. Mgr, Dopanloup, it appears, bas
todertaken the task of coavertiog his brother of the
Academy, 1t is even said that the conversion will
be announced in a short time,— Home News. '

The report that Stephens, the ¢ Head Centre,’ had
succeeded in making his way to France, and bad
actnally arrived in Paris, was thought to be spread
for the parpose of leading the English police sstray.
Almost every strange fasce that appeared in a cafe or
eating house on the Boulevards was suppossed to be
Etephens, and varions were the descriptions given of

Im.

The enormous development lately given by ladies
to their back hair was last week applied to smug
gling purposes. A woell-dressed woman was stopped
wher: entering Belgium for conpcealing about 130
yards of Valencicunes lace in what is called the
chignon. Since then any ununsual dimensions of that
portion of tke coiffure is strictly examined Dy the
custom-bouse officials,

ITALY.,

- PrzpyoNt.—The Italian Five per Cents. are at 60,
with every prospect of further faill. The impression
on :the pablic mind outeide of the financial and
bourze-haunting world has been, and continues $o be,
very marked,

- The Florence journals contradicts the statement
that any military preparations are being made oun the
part of Ttaly, and declare that there is no question
of concentrating troops at Bologna or any other
point. The military movements have simply been
occagioned by the ordinary requirements of the aer-
vice. .

The semi-official I{alian papers, the Ilalie and the
Opinione, openly advooate the Prussian alliance.—
Tuoe Opinione in particular attaches itself to refute an
srticle of the Times condemnatory of tbat alliance.—
The drift of its argument may be summed up in a
few lineg—the Times i8 talking wildly—Italy has
nothing to do with the internal policy of Prussia, but
if Prussia and Italy are eeeking to achieve one and
the rame eod, M. Bismarck's overbearing conduct
towards his Parliament and his designs on Holstein
shotild not prevent an alliance. The lfalie takes up
the very eeme ground —in ghort the feeling at Flo-
rence geems (o be that Austria’s difficulty is Italy’s
op ortunity. :

The principal generals of the Italian army have
been summoned to meet at Florence. It iz asserted
that the Italian men of war have been ordered to
rendezvous at Ancona or Brindisi. Thke Nuzione
states that, according to advices from Venice, mili:
tary preparsiions are going onin Venetia. It is
slso stated that anItalian squadron, destined to
cruiee in tne Adrlatic is now Jn course of formation.

~ Probably no foreigner who has been long enough
in Ttaly 10 nnderstand the real state of feeling and of
puplic affaire here will wondar that this Government
ghould intend (as I have not the slightest doubt, iao
gpite of the pacific assurances of the buils in the Flo-
rence Prees, that it does intend) to go to war with
Austria if she geta to blowa with Prusaia. A con-
flict between the two great German Powers would so
prodigiously strenthen the hande of the Italian war
party that no Oabinet could resist the impulse and
live. The King, itia well koewn, bas long wished
for war, and its chief opponenta have been those who
conld best appreciate the riska run —nawely, his
Generals. The moat experienced leaders of the Tta-
lian army have long been convinced that Itely could
not cope sioglehanded with Austria, but probably
they bave always felt that they should have to go
with the current, and take the fizld in the event of
any serious embarrassment (sunch as revolution at
bome or war abroad) overtaking the Vienna Govern-
ment,— Times Cor.

The Nazione states} that according to advices from
Venice military preparations ars going on in Vene-
tia. :

It is stated that an Italian squsdron, destined to
cruise in the Adriatic, is now in course of forma-
tion.

The Pall Mull Gazelle says :— The journey of Gen-
eral ‘Gavore to Prussia appears, notwithsiandicg
the official declarations to the contrary, to be really
connected with the negotiations that bhave been
lately going on’ between the Italian and Prussian
Oourts with regacd to the contingency of a war, and
France has made some sirobg representations at
Florence on the subject. That General Gavone's

miesion was not & purely military one is in some de- |.

gree confirmed by the fact- that Qount Savoiroux,
aide-de-camp to Victor Emmanue], who had gone on
& mission 1o Brussela to precent to the new King the
order of the Annunciation, is also now at Berlin.

The Presse of Tuesday publishes a telegram from
Florence, announcing the formation of a camp of
70,000 men near Bologna, under the command of Ge-
neral Oialdini. - ' .

According to the .Appennino "'a -letter received at
Florence from. Coldgne. announces, the departure for
Silesia of 120 out of the 150 pieces of rified artillery
in that fortress. The natural.remark is added that’
Prussia evidently feela berself quite secure on the
side of Francs. N
_ .The Nazione publishes the followiog characteristte
letter addressed by Garibaldi to Deputy Miceli with
reference to & speech he made in ‘the debate on the
two months’ supplies Bill:—-- . ’
.. . . . . ..Caprers, Feb,26,71866. °

Dear Miceli,~In the name of Italy I. am gratefal
to you for what you have freely and boldly paid.—

sour readers are welcome.
41 beg you, my dear cousin, to gpread & map before

The shameful gervility of many has given the modern

in th§ most violent Way~

Gauls to u'tiéérn-l!.ayndfthat; it:is ac. easy'-vl iﬁin'g(fo- pﬁll
“the beard of:the palres quiriter of ourParliament.—

You have showe them that not even'to-day is Italy
without'a papirius—~bravo Micelil. Love: 'me, and
‘believe me ever yours; Srm b
. ‘ S G, GARIBALDL
"It appeaca from very ‘autbentic letters tzom Flo-
‘rence that the fete of Victor - Emmanuel ‘was cele-
‘brated with the greatest coldcess,  Prigce Napoleon,
too, on ome or two occasiond- eécaped ' with'great
difficulty from the insults of the lower classes of the

| Plorentine populatiou.’ - Mazzini is daily gaining

ground in Sicily; and that a war can long be staved
off by the moderates seems bardly possible. Even
the Government journals bear witness to the very.
‘eritical nature of the situation, and consider s ptrag-
gle for Venatis as the sole remedy for the evils which
are deily becoming more patent. The number of
arrests in the kiogdom of Italy for political causes as
given by one of the numbers of the- Trombn Caitolica,
fa a very fair specimen of the bepefits conferred by
the liberal regime. Itis extracted from the official
military "paper, and is as follows :—1st legion of
‘carabineers, Tunis, 1865, 4,138 arrests; Genos, 3,
604 ; 3rd ditto, Osglisri, 954, 4th ditto, Milan,
5,274 ; 6th ditto, Bologna, 3,135 ; 6th ditto, Florcnce,
.5,189; Tth ditto, Naples, 7,901 ; 8th ditto, Chieti,
3,406 ; 9th ditto, Bari, 3,861 ; 10th ditto, Salerno,
6,903; 11th disto, Oatanzaro, 5,652 ; 12th ditto,
Palermo, 6,162; 13th ditto, Ancons, 4,117, total 60,
306.

The Ostholic association for the defence of the
taith has juat been regularly constituted at Bologns,
Its” objects are the defence ot the Ohurch and the
Holy See, the propagation of Oatholic literature, re-
sistence to all anti-eocial and anti-religious legisla-
tion, and the defence of those persons persecuted for
their principles. The president is the Count Cesare
Fangarezzi of Bologna, and the members are of
every class and grade of society.— Cor, of Tublel,

M. BErdsn,the Naples correspondent of the Paris
Temps, writing to that paper on the 2Tth ult.,
8ays :—

Under date London, March 2, twenty days bafore
the voie of the Chamber, Mazzini sent to a friend at
Palermo his surrender of the seat to which he had
just been olected at Messina. This letter contsins
iwo essential parts—a criticism of the sentence
hanging over the head of Magzini, and the reasons
which prevent him from taking his seat in parlia-
ment :—% Citizens of Mess:oa,—With.a thoroughiy
ticilian firmness of will (he writes) you have entered
& generous protest against the iniguitous and absurd
sentence which condemns me to death, for baving
attempted, in sdvance of others. the work of the
unity of the country ; iniguitous because it condemus
in me what the condemning monarchy accepts as its
fundamental principle and the ba:is of its power;
absird because this condempation remains though
the Sardinian kingdom has ceased to exist.” Mazzini
next declares tbat whether admitted or not by the
Chamber, he can in no case accept the seal offered
him, becanse he is 8 republican. *Thirty years ago
1 awore fidelity to Italy,united and republican. I kept
silent respecting the second part of my fidelity, upon
seeing tho whole country differ in opinion and wish
to make & trial in a different direction. I did not
renounce my vow. ‘I seconded, as far as I deemed
right, and to the extent of my power, whatever would
tend to solve the first half of the problem (thatis the
united Jialy), but without ever changing as others
did (Crispi, &c ) into an abaolute principle (adbesion
to the monarchy) what could only be for usall a
temporary basis of experiment. I carried aboegation
go fur as even {0 point out to the monarchy the glor-
ious and relatively easy paths that it might follow in
order to arrive at unity ; but I never retracted my
early vow; I contracted no fresh engagement which
could hamper it. I did not abdicate the liberty of
mind and spirit before a hypothesis. And now that,
for me at least, the experiment hasbeen tried and
without fruit; now. that the momarchy, in open
violation of the plebiscites, sccepts by Fiorence, as
metropolis, on the one band, a conventicn which
sanctions the existence in Italy of two ‘emporal
sovereignties, and on the other bang disorganisesan
army which with sacrifices that have ruined the
finances had been organised for the purpose of eman-
cipating Venice, I could not, and you would not
wish me, to be falae to my former vow by swearing
fidelity to the monarchy and a constitution anterior
to the national life of Italy, of which it is not and
cannot be the formulary. More than ever convinced
therefore, that the institution by which the country
is goverred is incapable of makiag Italy united, free
prosperous, and great, as you andl understand it,
[ should, in taking the oath, give an example of po-
litical immorality to my feilow country-men, aud be
eternally oppressed by remorse.—Josgpa Mazzini.”

This lester, as before mentioned, is dated Londomn,
Marck 2. It reached Mazziai’s friend at Palermo on
the 10tk. That friend, Sigoor Bagnasco, declares
tbat Mazzini requested him to publish it at once, but
that afier consultingwtib various persons be re-
solved to await the decision of parliament, Three
days after the vote of that body, viz., on the 23cd’
March, the letter appeared in the Precursore of Pa-
lsrmo.

Rog.—A despatch from Roms, dated April 1,
says :—

%[‘he Pope gave to-day the benediction Urbi et Orbi
The crowd on this occasion Was enormous, and his
Holiness was received with cheers,

The King of Naples and his family, the Prince and
Princess of Saxe Coburg Gotha, the Count of Flan.
ders, and the diplomatic corpa were present.

The Easter solemnities at Rome were as usual mar-
ked by the indecent conduct of English and United
Srates visitors to the Holy City. Of the two the latter
are the worse, and the more conspionous ; they spit
more, swear more and more loudly, and are by the
Romans noted fur their general filthy and indedent
condact in a Oatholic Church. The correspondeat of
the London Tabiel thus comments : —

The French element, as usual, predominated
smong the Catholic visitors, but thers were a very
considerable number of Italians of the northern pro-
vinces, of Spaniards, and of Irish and English Catho-
lics present.

Viator Britannicus, of course, was not absent, but
he bas suifered a sota) eclipse thi3 year iu the person
of Viator Transatlanticus, whose pecuiiar and un-
pleagant phraseology snd nasal accent, were every-
where audible in the crowd. Mereitully our foreigo
fellow Ontholics are beginning to make a distinction
‘between the two men, aad ro longer make us res-
pounsible before the social code for all Brother Jona-
than's eccentricities, which a common langnage had
naturally aided in fathering on ua.

The Presse of Vienna publishes a telegram from
Rome annooncing that the ealistments for the Papal
army have been suspended.

Kivepoy oF NaPLes.—A new system of terrorism
has been recently iatroduced in Naples. The Re-
publican varty have commenced going toall tbe
shops and ateliers, askiog for subscriptions fo the
pame of the Italian Republic. No one dares refuse
ag threais of the dagger are employed ou the slight.
est hesitation.— Cor, Tables.

GERMANY

The Austro-German difficolty continues oritical.
It is asserted that Prussia has decidedly refused to
withdraw her order for the mobilization of her Corps
d'Armee. ’

La France, in an article pointing ont the prepara
tions of Austria says . — L :

* Exerything iz being, organzised . with a view to
the eventualities of war. The commapders-in-chief.
Liave been already appoeinted, The Archdoke Albert
will command in Venetia, General Benedek the army
of the north, and General von Gablenz the advanced

guard of General Benedek’s army.

the town. .

-| nothing can be finer.

* “The official - Wiréo- D&iénnik “begs to’ 'inguire why
Oracow is being fortified insuch, &-burry; why,a
nomber of houses in the subnrbs have been boeght,
palled down, and thedimpty spaces ocoupied by walla

-and eartbworks,, and: why:24 12-poundéra -that bad
.|.quietly reposed in & corner of the Lemberg. Arsenal

ever since the'days of ‘Maria ° Theréda have 'been got
out; sant off, and: placed on some redonbts in front of
The siogular article proceeds to
Bay i— S T e ’

" ¢ A° Prussian attack:-the Oracow works cannot be
designed to ward off, "Itis for the exigencies of a
Russian campaign they have been probabiy construc-

“ted ; and, indeed, do' we not hear Polish emigrants
‘n Galicia;proclsiming aloud  that. France has dia- |

covered an Austrian alliance to be the Archimedean
point whence!to unhinge Rusaia and throw her back
upon her Asiatic wildernessea ?’ o

RUSSIA.

The remittent fever which a year ago committed
such ravages at St, Petersburg has broken out again
with great violence at Moscow and Orenburg: At
Moscow a new hoapital has had to be apened for the
accommodation of the sick. ‘

The Russian ‘Governmeént, having failed to create
s movement. in England for the alleged cbject of
effecting & reunion betweer the Anglican and Greek
orthodox Churches, aresnow trying to sccomplish &
gimilar object in America. Some Russian prissts are
to be stationed at New York, with orders to vindicate
by their clerical and literary activity the primeval
unity of the Obristian Church, and recommend &
sort of ideal or spiritual connexion between the
Episcopal and Oriental branches ot the ancient trunk
As a matter of course, no practical junction i in-
tended, the Russian Church not only having some
symbolical books peculiar to it which they will not
relinquigh, but also being the less capabls of attrac-
tiog the enlightened minds of a civilized country, a8
it bas hitherto not succeeded in retaining acy hold
upon & teuth of the educhted classes in Russia. To
veil this latter fact and create an impression among
the pious ot the Anglo-American race, that there
exists a religious life in Russia apalogous to their
own, seems to be one ebject of the undertaking. As
a prelimraary step, s Runssian church is to be built
at New York, towards which $2,000 have been sub~
geribed by Russian and Greek residents in that city.
The $18,000 which are wanting will be provided by
the Government, who are also to find the salaries of
the officiating priests and defray the entire expendi-
ture of the establishment, To free the members of
this clerical misaion from the restraints incidental to
an official capacity, it is proposed not to place them
under the ex2ligive control of the Russian Ambasea-
dor at Washingtor. Divine service in the new
church will be conducted in Greek and Russisn.—
Timee Cor.

Tee Prixcess DaGMaR oF Denware,—The Lon-
don newspapers lately announced the betrotha! of
the Princess Dagmar of Denmark to the Czarowiteh,
brother of the Prince who was so suddenly taken
from her before their intended marriage. We bave
have not observed, however; that they have called
attention to the illustration the proceedings afford of
German Protestantism, It is curions, and, it must
be added, melancholy: The Princess was originally
& Lutheran, Oan her frst betrothal she adopted, as
& necessary consequence, the Greek religion. A
Russian * Pope’ we are told attended daily to instruct
‘our init- On the death of the Czarowitch it was
announced that the Princess Dagmar had returned
to the Lutheran religion. Now, itis necessary that
she should change & third time ; for the Royal family
of Russia never marry ony except members of the
Rassian schiszm. This can illustrate what is stated
by Lady Georgiana Fullerton in ® too strange not to
be true’—that the Princess of Lutheran honges a
century ago were taught to consider themselves of
Do religion aatil it was settled whom they should
marry, when they adopted the religion of their future
husband. Things seem to be stilt substantinlly the
same. Ifa danghter of that sugust houge were t0
marry an Austrian prince we have no doubt she
would become & Oatholic.

THE HOLY PLACES OF IRELAND.
CASHEL.

The city of Cashel is mentioned at a very early
period io the history of the Irish Chusrch. Here in
the 5th century a synod was held by St. Patrick,
St. Declan, St. Ailbe, and other holy mea. It bas
oeen doubted, we believe on very insufficient grounds,
by some writers whether the Rock, now almost com-
pletely covered with ecclesiastical buildings, was
the site of the original monastery. The ronad tower,
still remaining, is certainly of an earlier date than
the year 1101, when Murtogh O’Brienis reported to
have apsigaed over to the Church that aneient seat
of the Muaster kings, Probably a portion only of
the Rock was then assigned. A slight inapection of
the ruins still remaining wiil convinceany intelligent
person even to a comparatively recent period the
place partook largely of the character of u fortress,.—
As geen from almost any point of view, the group of
buildiogs which sarmount the Rock have a singu-
larly grand effect.  As a1 architectoral compoesition,
Well might ihe kings of Mun-
ster gelect this famous eminence as the seat of their
palace.fortress. The view which it commands is one
of the finest in the country. The ! Goldea Vale' from
which the Rock rises is considered tke richeat land
in Ireland. 8o fertile 1s it, that avidity its21f couid
nos degire better, And well did the Celt, Norman,
aad Ssxon of the olden time appreciate its value, It
ig said that on a tolerably clear day from the summit
of the Rock no fewer than one hunerd casties may be
counted.

Qashel of the Kings, right royally do you tower
above the most glorious plain which even Green
Erinn can boast ¢f. From a period lostin the midst
of antiquity, the Rock was & fortress. Apgus, King
of Oashel, in the time of St. Patrick, is said 10 bsve
founded the QOathedral. Late in the i0th century
the place was fortifiad by Brian Borgimhe.. Early in
the 12th century Qormac Mac Osriby, King of Mun-
gter and Archbishop of Cashel, founded the stcne-
roofed church which still bears his name, and which
has long excited the wonder and admiration of ec
clesiologists

In 1169, Donald O'Brien, king of Limerick, erected
the cathedral, which almost to our own day (not-
withstanding the burnings, sieges, and violence
which it had undergone for ages) still remained ea-
tire—a glorious monument of the religious zeal sad
muunificence of its founder. About the same time the
archiepiscopal castle, which, in fact, forma the west
end of the catbedral, appears to have been built. In
1421, Richard O’Hedian, erected the grand hall for
bis vicars-choral. Ia 1495, that. most memaorable
burniog of the cathedral occurred, for which the Earl
of Kildare had the hardhihood to excuse himself
before the king. by stating that he never would have
done 8vu but that he supposed the archbishop was

_within at the time! In 1603, the place wss surren-

dered to Lord Deputy Mountjoy, In 1647, the vener-
able cathedral suffered its last siege It appears
that Lord Iachiquin took the place by storm, slaugh-
tering & multitude of the citizens and soldiery who.
bad fled to the Rock as to a citadel. On this occae
sion it is said that twenty eccesiastica perished in
the church., What Lo:d Inchiyuin left undone, re-
mained for Arckbishop Price to accomplish, - This
Protestant prelats, about the middle of the last cen-
tury, abandoned.the noble .edifice to ruin, gven re-
moving the roof—tempted, i% 18 said, by the value of
the lead with which it was covered, . For this deser-
tion an_additlonal reagon bas been sssigned. Itis
asaerted that hie lordship, finding the ascent to the
eathedral too fatigning for his horses, was induced
to constitute & new structure withia the town of
Cashel his cathedral, vice the venerable edifice oo the
Rock, saperseded

Bualde, the buildinga just noticed, Caghel was an-

'cisntly oelebratad . for ‘saveral: religions -foundation.
within the city or on,its ontskirts.  With these, oving:
to'our necessarily limited space, it is not'necessary.
‘Wow-to’ deal:: - Suffice it to eay, that:of the-anciegt ~
style and magnificéhes of the remaining.portions, g,
_good :.giea. way be formed. They contain also aev'e;al
admxrably-.‘_des.igned and- beantifully ‘executed frj)
length effigies in gtone, representing olden warriorg
crose-legged afier the manoer in which crusaders sre
ugually stlfppose.i" ‘to be :lzlommemora.ted. From the-
absence of inacriptions, these interestin
Dot be identifiedr & fgaren oan.

* ¢ The'knights’ bones are dust,

‘Their good swords rust,
. _Their souls are with the saints, we trugt.’
The remains upon the celebrated Rock of Caghel

may thus ba supposed to illustrate three intereating:
periods of Irish buildiog and design—the primitive

"| round tower stands as the representative of ‘nearly

the oldest atyle of Obristian architectural art known,
in this country; Oormac’s chepel, aa that of a tran.
gition period ; the cathedral, as a proud memoria] of
the excellence which our ancestors had attained in
what is called the * pointed style;” and the Vicarg'

Hall, 1n its windows snd mouldings, of the archi.
“teotural ideas of a later time, -

. The round tower is the moat perfect remaining in
Ireland, retaining even its original atone roof. It was
‘divided s usual into six apartments. Itg doorway
and other openinga in their coverings display forms
—round, square, or triangular— characteristic of a
‘very early period. .

. Oormac’s chapel was consecrated in A.D- 1134
with great ceremony, 88 recorded 1n our annals.
There can therefore be no question as to the age of
this beautiful church, which is 8aid,on competent
authority, to be equal to anything in Esgland or
Normandy of the same date. Itis of an oblong
shape, with & chancel not so wide as the nave. It is
peculiarin the possession of A& tall square tower
placed on either side at the junction of the nave and,
chancel. Within and without it is ornamented jp
the richest atyle of so-called * Norman' sculpture, but
the details are easentially Irish The roof is of stone
&nd on the interior are many traces of painting. Ii
iz perhaps not too late, even Low, to rescue these
designs, so interesting i the history of art, from
utter destruction. At the west end of the naveis a
dreplace, with a chimney in the thickness of the wall,
From the fireplace hot-air flues extend along the side
walls, an arrangement said to be perfectly unique at
the period of the erection of the.church. The sculp-
tures of the capitals, mouldings, ribs, bases, and
doorwaya areé marvellously beautiful., The wkole is
built of squared blecks uf sand-stone, brought from a -
distance of about seven miles. A recess in the
nerthern wall original contained a beantifully carved
sarcophagus, which i3 now to be seen within the
cathedral, .

¢ It is said,’ writes Petrie, ¢ that the covering stone
of this tomb was decorated with & cross, and exhi-
bited an inscription in Irish contsining the name of
Cormac, king and bishop of Monster, and that this
sculpture and isscription were ground off jts surface
by a tradesman of the towan, who appropriated the
stoue 28 a monument tor himself and family.' Upon
this tomb being- opened many yeurs ago, an exqui-
sitely designed and perfectly manufactured crozier
wag discovered. This uudoubted relic of QOcrmae,
king of Munster and archoishop of Oashel, the writer
of these lines has often bad an opportunity of ex-
amioing. It i3 a truly glorious monument of the
early partof the 12th or the clese of the 11th century,.
formed of bronze 1 nuamel and gold, and in every point
guperior to any article of the same class which even.
the most celebrated fitm of the present day coald
produce. It forms at present an inestimable feature
in the truly national collection of antiguities brought
together by Dr, Petrie.

A cross of atone carved in the fashion cf the tomb,
with interlucing work of peculiarly Irish character,
and bearing the figure of an ecclesiaatic in ibe act of
giviog a benediction, standa to the wegt af -tho oha-
pel. This was probably erected to commemorate tho
consecration of the building, but no 1pscription re-
mains by which its purpose might be indicated,

The o'Briens were great church-bunilders. "The
noble piles at: Holycross, Killaloe, Oorcomroe, and
many other places celebrated in Irish history, spenk
grandly to thig day of the power and religious feels
ing of the Dalcassians. In the old caibedral of
Cashel we find perhaps the finest church of the very
considerable number founded srd endowed by that
race. ltis, as uwausl, eruciform, with a huge equare
tower at the intersection. The tower and side-wzlls
of the building are embuttled, evidently more for use
than ornament~-n precaution very significant of the
timez, Tis windows are of the early lancet form,
surmounted internally with hood mouldings; The
shafts of its arches are banded in the usual style,
aod in tbe endless variety and beauty of the capials
may be found work as good and artistic aa aoy 10 be-
pointed toat Westminster or Notre Dame The well
which supplied the commurity in time of peace, and
the garrison in time of war, with water was discovered
a few years ago. It is sunk through the polid rock a
distance of more than 150 fee®,

So much for this celebrated Rock. Ib these rail-
way times there is no e¢xcose to be made for any
Irishman who caanot find occasion and inclipation to
venture at least one pilgrimage to the still proud
shrines and towers of * Cashel of the Kings.

KILDA' R,

Excepting perhaps Armagh, there is no place like
Kildare more famous in the history of the early Irish
church ; and yet a8 at 8words, 8 round tower, and
portion of a medizeval abbey church alone remain to
indicate the eiis of 8 cnce world-fumous establishment.

The foundation of th~ abbey ot Kildare is usually
attriuted to St. Coolaebh, who lived during the
latter half of the 5:h and early in the following cen-
tury. ¢ It eeems,’ says Daltun, * to buve been onme of
the primilive charches of [roland, and what is termed
a motber church, numbers of which were deemed in
subsequent periods, bishopricy. though few, prior t0
the 10th century, were other thun couvents of regu-
lar canons, who resided ia or rear these churcheg
with their families and pupils, or disciples, where
they insiructed youth in the principles of learning
snd religion. Under their orgauization Kildare was
cne of the anc'ent schoola or ecademies of Ireland,
and continued 50 10 be during-the middle ages.’

The iliustrious Sv. Brigid, was born sbout A.D,
453, and ig suppos.d in ker fourteenth year to have
received the veil from the hands of Ht, Patrick hm»
gelf. ¥t 8 recorded of St. Brigid or *Bride'—es
Anglo-Norman and old English chroniclers style the
gaint—that about the year A. D. 483, she founded at
Kiidare not only & wunnery, but also a monastery.—
The fame of St, Brigid was escond ouly to that of 8t.
Eatriclk bimself in Ireland. It extended even to
coantries beyond the ees, and to thid day one of the
handsomest Protestsnt churches in London is called
after the boly abbess of Kildare, St. Brigid was oti-
gioally interred within the monastery oyer which she
bad loog ruled ; bat it appears that at a iater period
ber . remalns were tranaferred to the cathedral pf
Downpatrick, Giraldns Oambrensis, who wrote 0.
the 12th centary, and who . 3ad personslly visited
Kildare, relates that in A. I 1185, her relics were
‘discovered at Down by the celebrated Anglo-Norman
invader of Ulster,, Sir Jobn de Courey, together with
the remains of St. Patriok and of 8t Columblkl}, or
Columba. The following epitaph i8 said to have
marked their resting place:

* S Hi tres in Duno tumulo, tumulantur in uno
Brigidia, Patricius, atgue Columba Pius.’
Harris, in bis ! History of the Oounty Down,’ thus

transiated the ioseription: ‘
 One tomb three eaints containg ; one vault below
" ‘Doas Paurick, Brigid, and Columba show.!
The history of Kildare from the 9th down to the l_Zth
centary is, like that of most of our early monasteries,

& record of planderings and slaughterings by those



