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’ "'TEE VILLAGE ANGEL;

Or, Agatha's Recompenss,
CHAPTER XL. —[Consinued.)

« Great Heaven! whes wre towe Eop.
lish I” thought the young maa to hiui-
self. @ Tha mosh chz\rmlng of theur
amajdons remains undazzled by flowers and

= Pl
dl?.“}?:;;;u be just ag mademoieelle wishes,”
he repiient,  ** My object was merely to give

N 1
Pl‘::‘}“;;"m you,” ghe repliod, with a candor
that wes nlmoeses ghocking, ¢ that 1 found oo

sasure ia 1§ .
le:‘:h"a lock of deep mortification, the

1nt bowed vgain, .
°o"I am inde%d unfortunste,” he esid, 1
am almaost nphappy.” ,

A smile long ansent from Agatha's faco,
eame back—a smilo that sozmed to begin 1n
her eyes und ripple over her lips—a smiic
that made her so beintiful the young man
#aid to himwelf, vuddenly : .

“ I will marry her ! She will be the fmres}t;
wifein France. Bas ¢his reguires thonght,

The thougnt, once baviug tuken reot in his
mind, he feil a victim to it. Her fuce hauated
him ; be thought of it by day and by night.
It was the first serious attack of love-fever he
had had ; he had worshipped ut a hoodred
shrin:s, twt never fur long, snd now be
wanted to marry. . .

Be rbought about it for some time; his
mother might say something of her
past, which he understood to be myste-
rions ; what of that to bim ? She had no
mincy, troe ; but she wias o fortunein her
©o&u ador-bis gelf,

He couid not sud would not see auy reavon
in the world why he shounld not marry this
&irl on whom be had fixad bis heart,

Having determined himself to marry
her, it aid noi_occur to him that perhajs
she might nut be wizling. is chiet puzale
was how he shonil maske the offuz—wae tner
it shonid be th.oagh his mother, whether hie
should write, or whather he sheuli seek un
interview with her himself. Thot ne might
be refused or rejected pever oceurced to him,

““The Eoglish miss,” a0 hoautidsl, ro
good, with the faco wnd voice ¢f an angel.
I: would bhs bett-r-surdy u nuadrd
tines betiur—to writy to her; it was
e rerp ¢ fol, more Yike homage. e erm-
posed a [ese-r thit for clogiscce, for descrip-
tion of his love-iio'cceer, waB & mastorpice
worthy of Du qus.

He was volighted with it he read and re-
read ity fate ting that nil the youzy men «f
Paris wira n-t there to profit by it. H.
Zave it to Le: hi vuelf,

‘“ Miss Lirsoxe,” he said, “the answer to
thit makes me the bsppiet man on earth,
or plinges wme into desparr.”

Agtne wus bagioning oo fesl macu annoyed
at b proceedinge.  She liked lim juss b
csuse howas the son of madame, she wes
ploascd wish his general ocharaoter, much
amused vt h's vanity, She woe nlmost
shocked wnen she resd that most eompli-
méantary letar,

Thatany 010 should want to marry her—
shoul t thinle of marrging her—wus ta her
most hoirilile,  Nhe eoal! nut thick why o

youn: anl happy o man ag the cous,

ghsull  wwas to  marry  her, Thero

Wes o Lind  ef  desseraliom im her
H 4]

3, wite had belioved herself to be
Yaue's wiin, to veceive an ofl=r of Malr.age |
8he wauiienlliatad st the very iiea of it,

P.rhaps Howri Count de Ticrbuy wos
naver sy surpriced in bis lifz po wien e 1o
ceived the unswer £ his 0oty Sne thwnked
him courteoudy sod, raccfully, Lut was tiem
in dechning in She proyed thas he would
neverwllude ts it agar,

The count wns furions—dfl.d. Lavs
anid desnuie raged in big bresat, Mo
wetd G0 his mother avd Bl ber bow
mucih he lovnd tae yoany daleh gird,

*¢She will never marry, oy sor,” said tia
counbuey,  Llnow bur sltle of her yast, vei
T amearo thory javomething i it which wi'l
Keephior from marryme.

TR0 wount wan inconselabi-,

X jurs iy Dok, herell, i £l in
fove with oue [ vaa never marey 17

“ L ogeme o mo thal ¢v
yeur life hae s far besa geons
nust de s to Deat disapotnt-aent,
Va3 ey For him, Lag us the sawme
il Maiy Brooke Bad rdfuscd rem,
iRt n panlegoe for the love of

sit in
You

y ut her,

o7 nhis Badd, ¢ 1 wmust o g

Catea e,
sk nel,?oreplie T mdnme,
CUee pitny things 1 oshould bsive
aked my sin o havr ked s wiie Bha you,
Youwowd hive had su:h n gocd induin:e
ovir him.  Muip you leave me, do you
thivie ?? )

I vm wfradid tiere i po other eonrge open
to me,” naid Azavns,

Aud ravdoinyg sighnd Qeeply,  She was
grived o luee bos Le ud chariniag
comBinien 3 gt she Baid e bale muet

coutv wheu rhe e S pas with her,

Altir sows Song tizer
g, 16 was urrungsed Shat Azabha shonld oo
%> nuo of the roui vy ofBoss o Parls and try
%o find o siinuiion, i

“Youwill hen oo dificalty,” sid mad.
a5l inlead, b suly embateisement
Fas cudof caolee; thos {andie Goz npineed
belsre hor ghe & onid heva chivsen Lng one
vhie did v itaiere Certsindy, tho mie-
trogs of bl v ’ &

4 “f % a3 helug
sn ol tha b eitg.dion peols:
-
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cardl with

Nermey,

the
Fao

an houuo wwar a man-
cent in ity wev ps
A daviehness of wealth

n B that amez=d Agatha.
Lno zcereanty zeoiaed £ ba all Bugiich, A
foctman w o Lor inko the Ttrary, end told
hos b Mea Narmun wan'd be with her
goun,  Thjunry of sz yorm enrprianed hey

.—-\.l' !.._' W N O
ol B v isiveig of gush
Loerpaion ?

SRR A T
clavin X

ravourece,  YWing
N honss wanb with

LI

SE WITTT A MVSTERT,

ey eldr, s o owail, well-
o Ene rootn, She, who in
on virserver of ehne.

wbar, wis : 0% cpee, by the

epruasced pevneand pasaiag of the womau’a

ace. A lowed very beantiful fizure.
. E

Aaatha wia Sy
sag zimgly po
wrore, of pu

wed aloo by fhe figure ; it
clien ; and the Gross ghe
vy velvety feted har Gly o

< .
Mve,  Bvery Unsand curve of thas fi-ure
wag shown oy rhe wenderfal Pariian coa-
tume, She had the wost vxgquieite white
haude, bat her foco wes plaia and
oriiasiyy ke eies ool pnd too

ston and copvarse

cloge together, tha:- mouth mot well
formed, snd showive by no mesus bruu-
tiful tosth—** & plain wonas” wlly one muet
have catled ker ; but there wus something
in her tuco which at racted ubrentivn,

Uader some .ircumytances, the fuve might
have b-vo nitch more comely, but vew it was
hard =ni supiciour. Agun:u‘wua no$ alta-
gethor impressed favenody wita o r

1 am Mrs, Norman,” she said ;_nud the
vaice was theroughly refined, musical and
clear.

¢ { am Biss Brooke,
tho regist-y office.” .

“ Pray be seatod, Miss Brooke ; snd as you
bave iravelled some little distance, let me
oifer yon goine vefreshment.”’

A good ned kindly beginuiueg, bat Agatua
declined nnything,

Mrs, Norasn lcoked anxionsly at her,

“+ido you kpnow,” she waid—and sgaln
Agatna was  strack with the  bitlerness
in her voiee—'* do you know that you sre a
very Leantifu! woman?”?

¢ I am afraid that 1 care very Vittle sbou-

it; tha. fact gives me no pleasurs,”
*“And I wonld give the whoie wids worls
aurd everything in ic for a beunttifal fuce, aud
youdont prizait ! Shall you ko bruog a
companion ¥’

** Yed; very much,” sho answered,

‘S Do yuu resliz- the tact,” continned Mrs,
Norman, ‘that if, with w face tike yours,
you appearid in ancieiy bere iv 1.3, wherc
they go mad ubout beantiful womer, yon
would marry at one, sl maary weliy?

Ayatha wurnod from her with & sick shud.
der, siek at heart,

*“An 1" crivd Mrs, Norman, with ficecs
delizhe; *“that does nct tempt you. You
do nnt cary nbiud society—its buss liea ann
deccits, its Fwbiod, of smiliog in ynar face
while it stubs you iu the beart, You do not
cure for it?”’

* N, not in the lenct. I would never mix
io it it L conld possibly help i,

Mra Normon lookued quite pleased, Ther
apathor idea seemed to flit over her ace,

* Did yoo come direct frem the .flice,
Miss Brooke ¥

*Yer, dircer,” she replied, wondering
what the strunze lady mesut,

" Y ou are quite sure ¥

* Yes, quite eure,” replied Agntha,

“ Have you heard my nawme?—:do you
knnw woything of me ¥ asked Mry. Norosn
# Ne, I have not heard it. 1 have not
feard you mentioned,” she replied.

Sto saw u sudden yellow tire leap Into the
durk eyea, and Mrs. Normun looked st her
with a sweal szbtle rmile,

“Onyig compolled to avk 80 many quee-
tione,” she eaid, *'and sume of them are so
Giangreeabls, I munost ask dhis: Hae--lus
ay haahand had apything 1o do with this—
your applio.t.on to mo #?

But Agatha was toe innoceat to undor-
siaud oven the mesning of tha qurstion.
The iosclt, for it was one, ilowed past her,
leaving bor unharmed.

' No, " sha repli=d, wonderingly. ** It was
the Crunterse ds Tiernay who seut me to the
regiatey offi o,

Mrs. Nurwwu saw that no glimpee of her
mzabing had besa understond by the pore.
rinded girl, She wac pleasnd.

“ You h:ve been licivg as sompanion with
ber for soinu time, 1 sapposc ¥

“Yes,” replici Agarna, ** 1 had thougnt
of retorning io Eogland, but if Tsheuld be
so furiunate az to plessn ven, I should not
wind remetnisg in Parie”’

““We ghafl vemsin for the present, ¥
om sure;” gaid Mrs, Noerman, with n o4i7
digagreechlo  smily  thas  Apaths  under.
stood afterward,  “ Nuw about tcrms, Miss
Linnke,  Pardon me if I s.y riozey is no
onject tome. 1 wani a bright, kied, clever
uampanion.”

1w enre T can he zind; I cou!d pro-
misa ta be ntientivo and devoted bn yon—all
my life I hove been asenstemad %o tako care
ot uthera s hut 1 oxanot, I am afraid, always
oo Lrighs.”

 You will b2 bright enough for we,” gaid
dMrs Normnu.

U Aslor hoing clever,” continued Azaths,
“I-aaany notning,”

“Ihere i nothing to be eaid; 1 know
all whews in,” waid 3Mis. Norman, ¢ Let we
explaio your dutice. You will have two
rooms for y sureclf, and your duties will nover
begin until nonn,  Tho Lrat thing, ven will
have to t.ke inucheen with ws—with Ay,
Normun rnd zayself s then in the aftersorn
we will ddrive or walk ¢ wo dins at _oven
after which wa pa to theatre or bail, aropers
We Mavr gpend sa evenine at iwome, My
havhandd Bikes sosiety, snd Tdo nas care s ba
alnein this ereas heares I wand yon fo
tiko Suachaum wity vy, to dive with us, to £o
uvarpwhers st me, fions the time you jowm
wo in themavning unsil night noy te feave
w2 Shogid yea Lite thar lite v

' Ar well os sny other,” eaid Asntha,

T wa v enosider tha sl st led,
replisd sra. Normen, % The qguestion of
stipend yon will find that I hve mude & nate
of Gore, I! it phrae 1vouw, let ma .kany,
dnd I minat mdd, this, Miss Bruoke, thot if
yougo out vwith me I mest lind you in dresses,
When couil you tome o me 2"

* Aoy tims you wizk, I um b liberty to-
day."

** Then gama to-morrow,” she replied,

“ T wild do an,” snid Agatha,

Just us tlhey wers parting Mee, Norman
touk up a phiosngraph that atood in the baay-
tifal fratus onlwheicabla, Sho showed i5 to
Agatha,

“What do you think of this 1" sho said,

Agothn Iooked of the fuce, It wes rinen
Iarly hanosowme, idghe, fall of impulse, bus
D trustworthy—by no mesns trustwosthy,

*What do you think of that face?” asked
Mrs, Nermoan.

Agatha lnoleed nt her suddenly. It scemed
4 strange prococding, snd mot altogether
wisr £ prowmee any decided opiaion an a
steenzer, Why should Mre, Noopun wang
bier opinion on any fue?

“Shogld yen think that & face to be
tructed v asked bMra. Normsa,

I huve called from

Agathn looked helpless, first at ler and
then ot the photomraph, Prudernce and cum.
mun senge Sold her sho bad better not snswer,
Siie said ;

**1do nnt Lelieve thatanyene judges of
character frem photozeaphe, I could jadga
better if I saw tueliving face, Isia vory
hundsoms, bat I van sce nothing moro than
bonuty, ™

Mrs, Norman hardly looked plensed 3 ovi.
doatly she wapted Agatha ta usy the face
was nee n trne enn.

The whole iuterview left u strange impres-
sian en her riind.

birs, Norman’s fucs wos different from any
ghe had sren; the reprozsed paszien, the
power, the strong  chrraoter, all struck her,
Wiea she told the stery of that interview to
Madame de Ticrnsy, the Feensh Ludy gaid at
ane je—

** You must take care, Mizs Brocke 5 1 feel
aute ticre i3 n meystery fu thet household,
70 ot go—there wre pienty of other situ-
alinny epen &5 yeo.”

** 1 +hall havo someshiog o bear overy-
whare," =aid Apathas and I feel interented
in thialady, She did pot loek to mo liken
happy womsn., PerlapaI may e of same
aee to her—L may udd to her comfors.”

¢ There is ope thing,” said mademe, © if

wyou du wot like the household, you can

leave at once ; you will alwaye have & homs
here,”

1f the Crounloag de Tioresy kad koowg an

v thet was about lo bappen, then sha would

rather have kopt Agatha with her at any coal
to her eon. . .

Agatha weat, as had heen arrsnged, cn ti.e
duy following, Mrs, Nutman received iicr
Rindly, Sne wag ahewa to har romn, snd Hie
rest ot the day was given to her to nrrange
the wardrobe and drawers, and make herzelf
yuite comfortable. .

* My maid is a Frenchwoman,” eaid Mrs.
Nurman, *ond she will do apything you wish.
tior nue is Ahne,” . .

Apd Apatha found Aline a npice, kind-
hesrted girl,

There wee some mystery in the hotse,
thera caeld be no donbtof that, YWhen Alns
#prke ot her mistrees, her voice changed ownd
grew full of symputhy.

Apaths spent the greatrr pars of the duy
in her rovns 3 then, just hefora gix, o mes.

wagu came tn her from Mra. Nocic uarking

if ¥he would lik= to go down to dinner.
“1 may ug web)," she thaught, .
She chose & pretty dinger dress of plain
beautifal neck
with the
wntt

black net, but the whice,
and arme  shone  through s
sleam  of  pearls; the fuir foow
urlien head rose like u fizwer from
cloud of net, She looked for ton beant
ful for her post, und the worsy thing sheur i
wid this, that the mors she tried tn dirguie-
her loveliness the mure distinctly it was
seen,

She went down to the drawing-room,
where Mrs Norman waited for her; she
smiled when she saw the exquisite face and
tigure—on curiona, thonghtfal, cemplex Rnnl.e,
that would not make any ene mach tic
nappier for sesing it.  She heraslf was
superhly attired in & dress of pale velvet,
trimmed with ook leavens the faulll-se
tigure, the supe:b bust sod sheulders, tie
white, rounded arms and levely handa con-
trasted oddly with the plain face,

Mrs. N: rman went up to her,

* How kappy yor must be to have thatl
beantifu! face. I wishtv [{saven I could bay
it from you 1"

“ Way should you wantit? You have
beauty enough of your own,” ]

* Beauty !” she repeated, with o lit]e
reckless laugb., 11§ bad your face I won'd
tave my heart’s desire—I woull huve my
revenge.  You must not think me mad, but
you do rot know what a beuutifa! fuve would
do for me."” .

A sound of coming footsteps, Mra, Nor-
man's fnee flushed, then turned deadly pale
she trembled with agitatien,

The dsor opoped, and a gontleman
rusated—the ociginai of tho plrivgraph,
Agathu ssw at cnes. 1o spoke n fow care.
ines worda to his wife, and bowed low whey,
he was introlneed to Mivs Brooke, )

Rtis wifo was watchiog bim ; she unted the
start of surprise, the look of admiration, It
wan imposrible to tell whother she was
pleased or sopry. Aaa relief to all ernbary-
assment, the dinncr-bell rang, and the three
wont to the diniag-room together,

Agatha lucked cariously ut e mester of
~he heuse,  fle wis verg handsoma, Lt 3h.
fice did not plosse her, It was not trae;
tn=ro weg u shiftiness in the fine eyes, 80 -

thing «f cunning in the smilo—sha did nu
like them, i

He wus vory ottractive to her, and, ina
migor degree, to his wife.  Il2 drank plenty
wi champagne, and pressed it esgerly upaen
thom,

*¢ What are vou going to do this evening 97
asked Mes. Norwan.

A« eho toyed with some rich purple grapes
lvinz in her plate, thoso white tingers rrem-
bled witk ayitution.

* This cvenioy,” he eaid, I have Larce or
four iniperative engagemanta,’

“ None of them inclade mo, I suppose?”
gkl Mra. Nomnoan,
“I thisk nos
marrow 2vening.”

Wi you?  Thaen T shonld liko 4o witness
tic “Sphinx.’ It is heing played 10w at the
, and they tell mc that rhe
uzw actress, Mudemoisclle Freda, iy npecfee.
tion,”

Sho looked direct ot her hushand as she
apeie, He laughed tnl a [lush passed over
his bandsome face,

* Perfection is very difii it to find,” here-
plizd.

Aud then Avatha kaow thore was sonelhing
wrong bereeon husband wad wife,

I shall be at Libaurty to.

CUAPTEN NLIL
THE RCALAND'S JGRE.

It was uet altoyethor uupleasaet thin firad
yinler pew 2nd stoonge hame,  Aygetha
woryan ey plaer, and bordaties vid not be
¢ nunlituoon ; she wun freo to do as abo
ined, Snaconid wordet uver the heaniiinl
prxsaragdeticg of Derds, overthe din, henu-
stfal vhrsd tha conid read, ghe ool
11 thelovaly'sardenaof ow Tullerler, i
atand sn eno of the hridacy snd Yok she
dew of viie Srine. Thosa morning hours wurs
natnahle to her )

Tuen came the patt of the day which she
really did not Lke, sitting down to hrea'fs?
with Mr, anc Mrs, Morman ; they worseithor
gloomily silendy, idly polits, ordisigreon:

T
AERYM

)
W

A0 by
ench othor ; thuere wos never any atienpt ot
glongant  vepversation.  During v
Mra. Nevman ioquiced abons his engnzom .oz
duripg dinner she seecrsd ut then, When
sha arked bor husbsnd %o take hoe out ne
gensrally contrived to avoid it, On:e he
said, Lanehingly ¢

*It has such = &tupid, old-fa-“i~ned
Danly sod Jozn kind of leok, taki o cne'e
wifo out in thot manser,  Woshall bx valled
* Darby and Jona,” Uhylliy, if yoa «rc pot
¢.rafl”

I <o net agreze with yeu,” said Mrs. Nor-
e tha eost ifting and proper thi ia
te whele world is for ¢ husband (o tuka pis
wifs ons,”

¢ Lok at the fashionable ladies 7 Parir:
v hen do yon ever sec them at the tho.re e
opars with their husbands?”

“Thank eaven, 1 am ned
swromesn {7 gail Mrs, Nerman,

“ I am nobsure thet you hnve musi to
thonkiul for,” eaid Mr. Noimag, ¢ My iiow
fz that people shonld go cab to enjry thowe
aslves-—not s [rtters und ciatee”

‘I alwnys enjry mysof besh with you,
gatl Mya, Normau,

Ife jaugned curelessy.

YT ha circumstanzes ere quite difforent,”

Y ou menrn,” ghe vetortad, *that I, beiny
a plain womar, atiract o attention, and eouii
not expovt o receive nay, except from my
own husbund 17

4 1f yuu chonso to imagina that I mean all
sorls of disagrecalle things,” he seid, “J can.
not help It Ihis quite as easy to interpres
people kindly as unkindlv,”

My buaband,” asid Mre, Norman, torn-
ing sudlenly to Agatha, “is s forvent wor-
shinper of branty. & weman may heall the
is most socamptidhed, elaver nnd intellecsual,
but nnlesa she has a heantiful face ko would
not ad mire hor,”

o vou thiok that a very formidable
trait in my character, Miss Brocke? he
asked.

Agntha angweered ¢ .

“J think it is » very commen one, ani
that vou shure i% with wmozi other pentle.
wen,” .

‘¢ That is very cruel of you,” ho sid,

“ 1t i3 perfectly true,” she replied. 7T
think moat men ars led away by o pretiy face
or a well-furned figure.”

u

#¢1 like them corabined,” said Mr, Norman,

with av air for which she could bave boxed
his aure. .

* Mr, Normsn diffars from other psuple
in the respect, ? 8aid his wife, *“thut he very
often seee beiuty when otherd eco nous,”

No smile came to her fage, It was s long
civil war, vnd Agathe, sccustorned  to the
dovrtion sod love of Sir Vave, could wet
understand at. Sho  eat  looking frowmn
our  tu  the other in  woonder,  Was
this the [peacs, love and happiness
ot maried life? There were timos
whep Mr, Norwsa scemed $o hate the
very sounl of his wife’s voice, and when
she Jetested him,  Agatha conld noz tell st
sne end of a moath whether thiy plaiu
womsg, with the beantiful figure, loved her
husbaud or deteeted him,

That there wus sonctbing vnnenal botween)
them she felt assared ; bat she was fir tuo
delicate snd refined to make sny effort to
tind it emt. One thing strmok her with
vunter wwery hour of the day, snd i% waa the
Iady's destre to muke herself bottcr lockisg.
She spent a emasll fortune io the purchnse of
cosmetice, powders, snd wazhes for the erm-
plaxion, bat she pever could improve a skin
thut matnre had never intended to be smooth
and clear,

* Do wil me she would say, laoking
wistfully st Agstba—** do tell me how yun
munagn that loveiy complexion? It Jovks
liko milk and roses,”

¢ I do not manage it at all,” Agaths ro-
plied, with a wondering laugh.

‘*You must use sometbing,” said Mra.

Noerawa,
“ [ nse plenty of snoft, beautiful rain
atcr,” Bald Agstha, and then for some time
Ira Norman bad a mauia for the nse of raiu
W

Ceraiually, but slowly, the truth broke iu

m-nde came, neither gould she by sny charm
'ii'rive wwsy thu despondenoy irom madana
a0e, ‘ o

4 When she knows what a beautitu) present
i> eomuy; to her she will cheer up,” thougit
simple Agatha; “und though she bas fine
jewela, ehe hus nothing like those diamonde,
upd they will suit ber well,”

But the diamonde did mot come, and
the began to think that the- jeweler
must have made a miotake, She grew
quite ncrvous and anxious about thew;
siie bud so distiLctly heard Mr, Norman re.
peat thut they were to be sent that uiter-
nonu. _ .

Iv wenld be batter, she thought, in her
simplicity, to spesk to himn. Waat & horrible
thing it would be if they were lost. Thae
swoul face prew quite pule at tbe hare jdes.
B:tter to apeak to him most certaialy, 8o
witen Mr. Norman came home, and was going
to hia dreseing room, sne sent to aek it she
could sre him for o few minntes, A{l Paris
ianghed next day st the story. He told
it jn the most amusing fashion avery .
where—at the olubs, on. the houlevar. 8
~~Aod very much indeed the guy ity
enjoyed the joke, BShe spoke with aduir.
able simplicity, and szemed so auxions that
the j2wels should nut be lost, He laughed ;
then he said, sclemnly :

' Have you meutioned the matter to Mrs,
Norman #*

‘* Certainly not,” she replied,

‘* Then do not do eo, You have fallen
asleep und dreamed it all. I have never
purchagsed diamonds, or anything elae for
my wife ; wud, whbat is more, I never thought
of doing so:"

Agntha was left to make what refluctions
sho liked.

CHAPTER XLIIL

ups-u Agatha,

I: wae bhecause Mze, Norman's hus-
burd 80 grestly sdmired beautiful wo-
men  that ehe wapted to be beamstifal.
When Agatha fousd cut that, her heart
wens out in wiatful pity to the woman whoee
pluin tace wae her ree groat trouble., The
metive gzemed almost to justify the weakness
ot vanity ; but beforo Agatha had been many
wecka there she felt quite sure thst cven if
madam had the besuiy of Venur, her husband
waoitid necer have loved hier.  Oge litils inci
dent told her that, M> ¥Normsn was playing

one day with w heauxiful listle epaniel, when
hy some accldent the dog detached the goid
ehain he wore, snd a pretty golden locket
which had beer fasteged to it, which tolicd
awny to the ground.

1t fell near Agathe. Aanmere act f com-
mon politsncss she picked it up, The fsli
had opened it, +nd theugh she had not the
fainteat wish €o see wh.t it conisived, she
ciuld ort help it.  Ber eyen fell on the love-
liest girl's fuce she bad ever Loheld—a face
with srlendid lhiquid biue eyes and goldon:
hair, Sha thooght nothing of it—a man muy
waar the portrait of bis sister, muther,
cousin, aunt or friend. It certainly looke
batter when be wears the portrait of his
wife; but then every ome does net
study ontward appearances. As she re-
turred the locket to him he saw that
sho mmat have seen the fuce inzide, Their
syus met, and his face flushed & little, She
farget the whole even’s uniil the noxt day,
whes Mr. Norman made a pretoxt for apauk-
Gy to her,

*' Mius Brooke,” he eaid, 1 wons to thank
voa for your kindness to mo yesterday over
the locket,”

Sie locked up in guick surprise,

“ [rem=mber vo kindocss, dir. Norman,”
she raid,

I do. Yona picked np my lecket ung
gave it to mo.™

‘“ That wan oourtesy, n:t kindnses,” she
il gravely,

* Call is whatname you will, it ieall the
rame,” e ansyered,  * f am grateful io yeu,
Yua #aw the {ice it had ¥

““ 1 eaw aface,” she admitted, reluctantly,

1)d you resopnize it ¥ he acked, quickly,

' T-—certainly not, I hardly saw it.”

' Well,” he said, laughingly, * youn are
shous the only lady ic Pacis who wooid nat
have kacwn it at once.

*“ 1 nave not tho faintest intercet in it,” she
sald, celiduy,

*Add onc faver,” ha oostineed, “Say
nathing g2 Mrs. Nerman shout it. One may
i3t us well avail aif seenes,”

*Lam indignant t1a you shonld think
seech a reqaest needfnl,” sho replicd, “ I am
incimable of deing such u thing.”

“tisafeolish thng of me lo wearit,”
e siid, 4 bot [ was compalled to yield.”

Lz, eaid Agatim, with the gen'le
digpity whizh ruited hoe us well—-¢8 heo
et you wili not insult me by saving any
wore ataat (5 or T ospasll feel esrry that
rewicred you sho servies, siivht na it war, 3
have no wish for suy cunfidonce oe that
point.”

1 repent that you sre the cxlv lady in
Pans who would not have lnawn the fice”

“ I have no reply £9makes,” ghy 2aid,

37 conrse,” lio cried, impatiantly, ¢ yeu
ko madan’s side, You wumazn hnag to-
yether so that » mau has no chanes”

* 1 you will bz piensad 1o remembnr that
I 4o net even understand yon,” said Agatis g
bt ehe was to understand gaon

A few duys after this Mre. MWerman wanted
srme shopplag dene, snd did no$ fecl in.
elined to go oul—herbLica ached, and une
was depressed in epirita,  Apatba officed to
guard do it fer her,  While vho swapin 4ho
Palais Rnyal e hud scrae ezeazion togo fnts
a jeweler's shop: o brooch that she valuud
much wua breken, Mo hev enrpriss rhe
awew Mr. Norman there, and before im
ph tha covnter iy svme ruperh setn
ot dlemende, Ove she nobad  especiallv
far ita rare haausy—a dizmond nacklace, nod
inrcend of I ket er poudati Viere was niisck.
uvd Lo it o diamond cross,

Y Thiz I ke foees setwo base,” gald it
joweler, 947 o opdice by & Pnand
ie.ee for hiy ot died, and he haa
£ thom =sith i
 Taa G, e (N
Me Normen,

et zoon without earing,” he reulied,

 What o tite priee 90 wsked Mr. Norman,
f“ How say the lewd yo ean, Do nodask
tho most for the time-hovored reasen thas I
e an Laglishmao.”

The jewoler whispered to him, There was
seme slight controversy, snd then he ericd
ou’ ¢

“Iwill tnke them:
check now.”

Ee did not see Agathi, who bransacted her
businese, happy to think thak s was naking
eo magnificont a present to the wife, who for
his suke had sueh o posaivonate desira to be
beautiful. It enmforted ber simple heurt.

o
ot

exrroctee,® mid

I will write cat 5

After all, she thought she kad jidied him

pounds an his wifo  must have somo good in

him, She heard him say somothing $o thol
jeweler ahout weadivg them that very after-
noon—thers must be no delay 3 and the pesi-

sively hurriad home that she might be there
to congratulate Mra Normaa,

Tha hurband was moro agreealile than sver
during breakfast, Ho 1old some sparkling

stories. e dipped lizhily into the floating
sesndals, hut the wife’s fave waa gloomy and
lowerlng —evidently the dinmonde had not
arrived, T

*¢ They will comie thig afternoon,” Agathn
thought, “and then thig dear Iady will

smile.”

marder his wile,

coal,

Aud the fwn
time 88 to which
greatest sign of civiliantion.

subjeet,” linghed Mrs,
¢ Speaking of murders,
ivg with the most ferri

been told.” ble etury

very bad,”

ur couniry miny a mwy and
boen lyuohed for less,  This ie
ribie thiog { have ever heard,”

Mre Normap;
ouriosity.”

It veemn too terrible even

Culondl Hadson,

a pictare—the moss costly glaes
silver, the finest damack,
widd the richest frujts—a
one's miud,

peatls ; Agatha a simplo bat ex

A WOMAN’S TERRIBLE VENGEANGE.

Evidently something worse than usual had
happened, for Mrs. Norman looked reafly
unhuppy. She had pever been bright or
cheerful, but now she was something werse
thon that, Her husband never took sny
notice of her fuiliuz health or spirits zince
the affair of the diznsnds. Agatha had quite
disliked Mre, Normen s she wounld have left,
but thas she had grown wttiched to the un.
buppy womzn who never ceased to bewail
her want of bzauty. She suid one duy to
Agaths ;

#1f 1 had Leen offered my cholce of all the
gifte that Heaven gives to men and womnen, 1
waald have chosen benuty,™

" You woald have been like Paris,” ro.
plied Agatia; ““and I havo always thought
that an ignoble choice. Juno offered bim
power ; Minerva offered him wisdom ; Venua
ofl-red kim Leaaty, and he chuse it. 1 would
tiuve inken either of the other two in hic
place.”

** Benuty winn the hearts of men,”
the womun who longed for it.

“It may win, but it does not keep
them. A man can love beauty fun a pictere
or a  slatue ; hWo  wonts more thaw
that when he laves.  Shsll 1 tel} yeu what I
think is the one quality fn & womnen that
would win a man's heart most quickly, and
kaep it hest 9

“1 should like to hear,” gaid Mrs, Noe.
man,

** Uonstant cheerfulnees,
* To iy thinking, that isn qoality fur before
bewuty iv any woman,”

I wizh other pecple thought the same
thiag, I would enltivate & cheerfr! face.
But, Miss Drooke, vething could make my
faco even passable; I kaow all its defeuty,
My eyey sro small ond so close together
breadth between the eyes snd the eyebrons
ia a great branty, #nl my husband loves o
beruttial face,”

There was auch pathetia misery in her
voice, that Agatha's heart wug grestly
toughed.

1 wish you conld believe me,” sba Enid,
' that yon mast certainly overrate buoaty,
Some of the winat charming wamen wio have
ever lived have nos had one good fotera in
theic fracs—~not one.  Goniu, guod teaper,
pewor, eloquence, ehown iu the fsue, ere
deuter than beanty, Yo will forgive me if
1 say that you have listle reason to complain,
Natur: han given you o parfect fimiev s you
have the must Leantiful veel:, artas, ool
hande I have ever seen, Ty watch yei move
is o pleasure,”

Y Yor are kind th sy 853 L enae—
ence ! she repeated. with & sndden naesion,
YL beerd my hustond sy thas my e was
asmaloions ws 1L waz uely, He dors not
krow tand I Fasred Sim, bus T dill. Ancther
titne Theird him eay that bo oeull nus kics A
plaia womme,” s sdded, 5:70, ©le novoer
Rivez me,”

1 amosrre if you won'd Ty 10 be Lright
an cheerful, 4o amil: e pleassatly, &
would be AT rent,"” va ralnin, ’

Yo enevie, wheohave wovae knpown
fech or Dndifiivonees you whe heve DranTy
apeak B ensowinhaag i

A beagiifulson! minkes s Yeagli ! fnen—
inrellivencs qu v brow §oaouiong, feank, pure
sabnee shivioy o ey porre et tegy,
and bovasn the dioy, are b & ERY
white towiijngss”

Men Worrasn shaok ler hand AU TS

“Ihave meen whiat I hrove aews, ! ghe e1id,

sighed

taid  Agaths,

naz.

wirer b pin

ANV

Yend My expericnec bas nes heen oo pleas.
fen 3]

* L knsw Usholl nover sonvines you, bat ig
8 A fact Shst coniz of the i £ompous women
hove Latn the wlaivst—womrn who Dave
riled the we O what fveil was her
areat beanky o e Sta.rd Y8 did pol
Rrep lioe ked frau doe block  OF whe rvall
wr her quoenly loveliness to Mude Au.
tuinstto ? Blow sy wamen, whass wenls
ara lost, vould now ba sain's iy beaven )k
fer tho envae of besuty 27
RO, L s & @ wer-Yad

has eotuo down ) wr in sonz sn
I Las—bhut 5 Ji1 neg w
death, Biaaly may clisem for swhite, Yoy,
UV ey, it £238 Les of it whily of
mentsl enrme they 25 e,

s youy 2 ouae plawwre
nehod 1 pos .

“ Noww," sighed Agutha Reacka,

Actew diyw sfterwaid twa or three fricnde
camd Lo dine ®b the Liouse. Mre, Norman
was very kind end consblerate,

HIF you would ratier nob
Muss Brooke,” sho said,
vight. X thisk,
[P Y]

Jor ik,

Wil your visitors be Freuch people 7"
asked Agathn, ‘ o

‘ Ne; they are Americans,” replied hics.
Norman: * very nice, clever people, ¥ think
you would ke them., 1 n:ed not say that 1

Stanr’s faco
atury,”
8 ler frem

L.,
Ll

dine witi us,
it will he quite
though, that you would en-

harshly, A manwwho spends 5o many thougand §

: hig sife evidently did her hesk to he cireerfal

shull Le only too well pleases it you will
come; then the burden oif enteriainiy wil
not full upon me™

' It wes b pleasans dinner poty,  Mr Nor
mad wag ia one of bis mosy wr.iphly mooua’;

and bright, &t Jeg by for the mort pleasant
evening gho lad vent there yet. "'he Amepl.
¢ans were cultivated musioiany 3 (lal, Napier
Hudgen had & frz tewar vaize, and hix faip
yooog wile a sweet and plaivtive conbralto, |
It was the conversation duyicg dianer thas
siruck Agatha the most ; it turned upon the
diflerence of crime in Englund aud France,
Colonel Hudaen thought the Franch peoplo
mora capriclons and funtastio, in.tueir crigies
than the English, - T

“ A ptupid, brutal muorder is essontially

But the afterncon wore on, and no din

English,” he said ; % death by the fnme; of

The gemilemen of the party
guished looking,

a vtory 88 she bad to tell,
1 do not care for

shows how black & fiend o
become.
jealousy.”
Agatha saw, or fanoied
gleam of interect in Mrs,
‘* Love and jealousy
of ell tragedies,” she said, apd
interrupted quickly.

she

*¢ ¥ Ruve forgotten all the
American lady.
and the lady,
&  steady,

¢ There is
He
kind. hearted

For some reuson or otaer, this

here in Puris,””

Agatha wne not wmistaken
Over the plain face of M
came & etrange expressicm,
color, a rerveus eontraction

*¢ There wus na real cause for
Tho man was true and faithfal

tmad.  Une evening tboy went
tha tLeatre in questien,

ono of tue long,

crowd had nssembied. They
man w3 shot, but his crles o
vealed the fact that a snisl] Lot

ing in agonics toea gevat for w
who gaw him sain 16 would e

that.  They picked
gcarred—~the  moss
could be imagiaeil,

horr bly
Both eyea

he iy
wiiere he Fngered in terrible toe
“* Thea ul! Puris was touelid

bad yone to tho howpital to naj
therities  the  ouy nreny
gite  mitid purse  hbim,
dolizhéed,  and  the jab

trk mp Rer station Iy
mest devotad of pursny,
bl made some Lithr peeg

gremed o gvow worse, Wi
narges dez-ee d iy weends vy
lotion it redicved them ; it way

and phrieks wera 5o fearinl thag
w2 could ot eadure tn henr t}

thy epsaker’s face with o tenalo
paivful to wituess,

American lady,

tion, she dippsd them into thn
which shs had concesled in th
nzd thea eteod Ly, glozting
gnich,”

Llcws,
Mz, Norman rang the beil.

seild, with a shudder,
slory to tell, [ hope to Heaven
heai such another,”

CHAPTER XLIV,

#elzay enc—tbhis did me,®

Norman,  “Ju my

vitriol at the wrong
conged to love her
free  bad  come  Dbetween
did ehs net mar
face I" A silen :shudder went

guaats ; tho woman’s fuce was g0
Iighs i her eyeu 8o clear,

Trerson,
becuus

and hers,"
! Phyllis " ¢ried her huaban

Agaths felt embarrassed ;  there
faco was Quabed and & sluongs |
in her eyen, S
“Oan anything,” uhe
enough for the
between . lovert — very
busbaud und  wifo:
s
blight two lives ?
be #hot I"

anl

chaveoal or the deptha of tne rive
tislly Freuch. Thers is fir mera ?n

LYTRTY S T 1 Frr.uc‘l murdrrp e
; y n n
Boglisa one, An E-‘gl!shnmn, Wish'p, ?:

A kiks rer $o sigy .
¥r.omeliman shuts her up with a Pra of oy

gentlemen argoed o,
method diepluy (]

' We have bot chosen s vary
Colen.|

81l Paris i Tirg.

** What is it 2" eaked Mre. Normur
of tae most awful trogedies huva
tn ¢ aris, sod if this Lo the WOrss, il sinyy b

*1tis very bad,” said Mre, Colonel
5005 * 80 bad tbat it could not be

*“1 hardly like to say ¢ Tell it to uy,’ "
“but you have excited my

Aua mice,” added her husbind,
this hsppy home atmozphere,™
S fag R8 ontward appearsnces WEDF, neth.
ing cettid be more luxurions or more cheerfyl

than this brilliant room; the tabls iteell vy

the loveliest Rowe, "
picture to heur g

Mra. Normnn wore a pleturesyne drosg of
black aud gold, with wonderfu) rubjen ghip.
inz on ber white neck. Mra. Colonel Hudaog
Wwore a superb dinner dress of hlue velvet and

luge, with a pomegranate blosacm in ber hujy,

2 Altogether it seemed neither
ta time, the place, nor the society for sych

: : _ borrore,” gaid
American lady, * bat this stury,
over Parie, cumbines go mwny elemmts, und
Of course 't containg love

Nerman's face,
are the foundutings

“ They arcthe canse of o grent
nonscnse,” but no oze ook
lenge.

vames,” eai the
tCem8 10 have beey
he wuss engaged to morry this womsn,

jealon':, and the object of her Jenlousy wag a
beautiful young accrees, at one uf tho theatres

foudly tor help, and in a fuw min

etroyed, snd every oo Loped in nieruy, t
ightdie. | Hewar carried to the

{ilte woman whota be was eagaped o mre

whenever his oncce dee-sed thom ie e

picien came to ene of dae doc
condd mos be all right aull hy watched jer”
Mrs, Normisn's shining eyes were fixed on

them,
. the beauty of thet

———
2 Oxaep,
w1 gtig

snrap
the

"h"!‘ﬂu]
Hur!grm‘

thml’- hi\] €V
R II‘Q ey

takor pipe,

Hul.
worse, Iy
woman ke
the most her-

said

to ne tion ig

Batit Mg,

and )Ln'.,iqn_e

yaigita blaek

wore distip.

rioging yl|

Woman may

ard

8aw, a lkeon

Ler husba.gd
deal of

wp the chal.

the Javer

Mman, and

lady became

thir_ timeg
rs,  KNormen
a clungs of
of the lips,

Na ono elsc remarked i, and the Auieri
can lasiy went on with her story,

thie jeslousy,
to ner, Ing

ghe heoeded over it uatil she must havo gone

1ogother to

Wheihe sthe
waman Fw anything which provels ey
anger or Bot, ro one kaowa. Coming thron.h
dark passages that Jod

to the stveet, there was a st=°-n gnd
most herzibly ery: the mun el oup
his srms and fcll, the wo' %™ rrel

Ctenn iurge
thoaght 1is
Pain eonn re.
tle of vitriol

had been throwsn in his face, 2. ity ¥ rith.

ords. Thege
a ihooeind

timea moie mercifud tu kit Liw thau to tey
tu reetore bim; bot ibe taw dees not ailiy
bim  up,

burnsd,
sght  thg
FOrE Hi o

a
hekpital,
ey,

1o haar vt

from the

faver  that

o

They  were
Too,  NCS

st jo, thy

g Lo oy, be
] Uern hefere aie
sames Bub alicr ehe tork efiarm

ol by
n the alur
the eealing
moticed thup
'3
even Bireug
leim, A\ oS0
ors thui it

a of unxidy

# The £naleis so horzible,” consinnes sho
“thus 1 baurdly ke wtll
it. The doctor watched her sud fonu.
vippever she dressed hin wounds, iniosd of
Gipping the mage into the wweet, coolirg la-

thas

fresh vitriol
a rown, nnd
over hig an-

Phere was o little ory of horrer from all
rrecent, except from Mra, Norwan, and to
» student of churncter her fuco Was s pro-

' Lot us have gome nanre champaane," hy
“ What o

herritidy

I stell never

TALSE AND TRUE LOVE,

“1 cannot think,” said lr-, Colene! Hed.
600, *‘what wmede ms tc}] thal story,
doos happen sometimes that o certain borrow

Is

‘It is not pleasant, certainly,” paid Mrn.
opinion, rhe threwr

It
o

he bagd
a fairer
why

through tha
cartest, the

¢ She would have
punished him doubly had phe taken the
Laauty from ber vivel's fuee,” ahe condinued &
'* he would have suffered for his own sake

d, “you do

émb know what you are tulkiag ahout,”
. He' spoka angrily, ‘and looked anneyed,

Wik 8 BoOMy

of restraint over o]l of them ; Mrs, Norman's

gleam ghone

said, “bo bnd
wiman who . comeg in
-oftqn  betweer
blekinr

gha

A0 CXGrs rose-tint.or o begutifnl mouthy
Sucli & womin ought to

1 amafraid,” said Colonel Hudson, Dhaf




