, Ty

i s et B i

D CATHOLIC CHRONICEE- ————

The Trne Witness

CATHOLIC CHRONICLE,
A WEEKLY EDITION OF THE

"4 EVENING POST”
I8 PRINTED AND PUBLISHED EVERY
ez WEDNESDAY,

" —AT—=
%61 CRAIG STREET,

MONTREAL,

BY THR
Post Printing and Publishing Company.

Terms (by Mail) $1.50 per Annum in edvance
Olty (Delivered) 82.00 o "

V-

MONTREAL, WEDNESDAY, FEB. 25.

CALENDAR.
FEBRUARY.

THURSDAY, 26—Feria. !

FRIDAY, 27—The Holy Lance and Natls.

SATURDAY, 28—Feria.

SBUNDAY, 20—Third Sunday in Lent. Epist. Eph.
v. 1-9 ; Gosp. Luke xi. 14-28,

' MARCIH.

MoNDAY, 1—Feria.

TUESDAY, 2—Ferla.

‘WEDNESDAY, 3—Farin. Bishop Rosecrans {rans-
ferred to Columbus, 15868,

NOTICE.

Bubseribers should notice the date on ibe
abel attached to their paper, as it marks the
xpiration of their term of subscription.
Sunbsecribers who do not recelve the TRUE
‘WrTNESS regularly should complain direct to
our Office. By sodoing the postal authoritiescan
be the sooner notified, and the error, if there be
any. rectified at once. See to It that the paper
‘bears your proper RAdress,

228~ Subacribers, when requesting thelr ad-
dresses to be changed, will please state the name
of the Post Office at whieh they have been re-
oeiving thelr papers, as well as thelr new ad-
dress. When making remittances, always date
your letter from the Post Office address at
which you receive your paner.

Address all correspondence and make money
orders payable to the Post PRINTING and PUB-

LISHING (0., Montreal,

Mr. M, H. O'Ryax, as our authorized agent,
is prepared to receive subscriptions for the
Evevivg Post and Trre WiTsess for Sillery
Cove, Que., and vicinity.

We are happy to be able to state that the
Princess Louise is recovering from therather
severe injuries she received by the late run-
away accident. Dr. Grant may now surely
hope to be knighted for his skill. We
doult, howerer, if tlLe unlucky accident will
increase the liking of Her Royal Highness
{07 living in Canada another winter.

Gexsnral RorerTs is making another at-
tempt to make peace with the Afghans, but
with little prospect of success. Teace
with the Afghans can be only of a precarious
nature, but it may afford the British a chance
10 retire from the country without loss of
prestige. 'The cablegram says the Afghan
chiefs are wiliing to come to terms, but it
seems to us it is General Roberts who is, like
¢t Barkis,” willing.

Ox Sunday, Febroary 15th, in compliance
with a circular issued by His Lordship the
Bishop of Cttawa, the sum of $82 wns col-
lected in the parish of Vankleek Hill, towards
relieving the distress in Ireland. This is
very creditable to the people of that com
paratively new parish and is worthy of imita-
tion in localities like it, removed from popu-
lated centres, but which yet bas taken an
initiation of its own in bebalf of the sufferers
from famine in Ireland.

Tae City Council of Moatreal is growing
tired of its princely generosity, and is deter-
mined to vete no more money away, It is
perhaps just as well it came to this conclu-
sion, which is equivalent to saying Montreal
shall be laughed at no more for its magnifi-
cent intentions. It was scarcely to be ex-
pected that a Council which refused to assist
its own countrymen of St. John would care
about relieving people beyond the seas, who,
let us trust, will manage to pull through all
the same.

8-

INTeELLIGENCE of increasing distress comes
-once more from Ireland, and also of evictions
and attempts at eviction. Those best ac-
quainted with the state of the country say the
-dictress and the disease brought on by un-
wholesome food, or the lack of food altoge-
ther, will be most severely felt in May and
June, and we learn by mail accounts that the
landlerds are preparing for wholesale evic-
tions also in those months. A letter from an
Ontario priest in another column wiil be read
with interest. We print to-day the receipt
from Archbishop McHzale for our first instal-
ment of the Irigh relief fund.

ToE sum of money voted by the Canadian
Parliement for the relief of the Irish sufferers
by the famine will Dbeof great benefit to
thosge it isintended to succor. It is alarge
sum of money, and will go a great way. Ire-
land will have reason tothink of Canada
with gratitnde for ever more, and whatever
the faulte of the Irish people may be, in-
gratitude cannot be reckoned smong them.
The present Canadian Government, bas acted
promptly, gracefully and generously in the
matter and deserve credit. We had hoped a
Canadian Commissioner would have been
sent to distribute Canada’s gift, but let us not
grumble, it will reach its destination, and the
farming people will be told whence it came.

They are at present having lively times in
the Ontario Legislature discussing the esti-
mates. One item of $450 spent by the
Lieutenant-Governor on his trip west on
duty is the subject of hot debate, though His
Honor offered his own cheque for the
amount. Mr, Donald McMaster, member for
Cornwali, whoig just rising Into prominence,
bad—and we are surprised at it—the bad
tste to refer to the Lieutenant-Governor's

wants to know if the Province is going to
pay His Honor’s %whiskey bill.” The Hon-
oiabie mr, Frager, in defendisy thé Govern.
ment, administered a scathing rebuke to Mr.
McMaster, who finds, able and all that heis,
that the Provincial Secretary is still his mas-
ter in- sarcasm and force of eloquence.
Truly, our legislators and newspapers are

growing more vulgar cach day.
———— O~ e

Tae British Government has been given a
chance to show what justice they are about
to deal out to Ireland. This time the Irish
members have not asked money to stay the
march of an artiticial famine ; they have not
requested measures of Home Raule ; they sim-
ply moved, from their places in Pailiament,
that the franchise in lreland would be assimi-
lated to that of England and Scotland. Noth.
ing,one would think, counld be more just,
nothing more simple and in accordance with
the ideas of « British fair play " we hear so
much disjointed talk about, more especially
when the world is so persistently informed
that Ireland is really an integral part of the
British Empire. But nevertheless, this just
demand of the Irish members was refused on
a division by a wmajority of forty-four Liberals
voting for the motion and the Jingos dead
agninst it. Those Irishmen—and they are
numerous—who look to England being em-
broiled in the coming European conflict and
the opportunity thereby afforded them of car-
rying out their scheme by physical force, will
be glad at this scornful refusal of justice,
while the Constitutionalists will be driven
to despair of Parliamentary agitation.

AT a meeting of the Irish Secleties, held In
New York on Wednesday night, it was de-
cided, after a stormy discussion, that the
usuel parade would take place on St. Pa-
trick’s Day by a vote of 71 to 38. It is no-
ticenble that the most prominent Irisbmen
were against the parade, among them being
Richard O'Gorman, General Thomas F-
Bourke, Dr. Mulcahey, Xugene Kelly, Judge
Quinn, Thomas Clarke Luby, and others.
The 69th Regiment has alse resolved to ab-
stain. It is possible those who went in for
the processlon may have substantial reasons,
but until they are knowr the general public
will think it strange thet while Ireland is
starving, her children abroad are rejoicing in
all the pride, pomp and circumstance of a
glorious procession. It may be that it is the
intention to appear in mouraing, with bands
playing the Dead March in Saul: but even
so, it will appear weird and ghastly. De-
sides, all the world knows that the Irish So-
cieties in New York, or elsewhere, would
wish to see Brit'sh misrule atolished in Irec-
land, and we doubt if a funeral dirge will
improve the position. If the majority of
delegates are not American politicians as
well as Irish patriots, we shall be great-
ly mislaken. Nevertheless, it is just
as well to be cautious in pronouncing
au opinion on such m delicate subject.
We shall be much surprised, if, when we
learn the names of the majority of the New
York delegates, they do not turn out to be
Ward politicians, mostly saloon-keepers, whe
will appear in glory on horgeback for at least
one day in the year. It is time the proces.
sion was stopped, not only in New York but
in Montreal and the world over. It does no
good, it never did any good, but it is harmful.
Will the Irish landlords abate one ponny of
their demands; will the British Government
relax its vulture grasp because of a proces-
sion a hundred miles in length ? Tt is some-
thing sterner than processions which oblige
tyranny to succumb to justice. Sensible peo-
ple are beginning to look upon processions
as being absurd and ridiculous, and they are
right. Fancy little chil Iren of tender years
trudging wearily tbrough the snow and
sleet of a March day in Montreal. Cui bono ?
Thousands upon thousands of people line
the streets 1o sep the show, and the saloons
stand invitingly open, for the weather is cold
and the men who have nottaken anything
for a year enjoy themselves on such festive
occasions. Alas, 8t, Patrick’s Day hag been
the death of a great many men, women and
children, one way or the other. Attending
Grand Mass in the morning, and attend.
ing a concert or lecture in the evening is a
more ratiopal way of celebrating Ireland's
national holiday. The men who are enthu-
siastic on St. Patrick’s Day are not those pre-
pared to make the greatest sacrifices for
Ireland. There was & time when it was
almost treason for an Irishman to display his
love for his country, the time for which the
song was written :

No more St. Patrick’s Day we'll keep, its colors
can’t be seen.

For there's a bloody law against the wearing
of the Graen.

But that time has passed away, and it is now
no sign of courage to march in procession—
it is merely a sign that one is possessed of
an unusual amouat of patriotism which he
lets evaporate on a certain day.

Tre age of chivalry is not altogether fled
though it is fiying fast, ch, so fast, that we
can only see its shadow, or rather the shadow
of its ghadow. We learn by cable, for in-
stance, that an Irish member of Parliament
bas challenged an English member for
probably some gross insult offered to the
country of the former. It is not atall un-
common for a chaw bacon Englisk Squire to
blurt out something in the House of so dis-
gusting o nature that gentlemen pretend
not o hear it. Reporters ignore it
altogether as being too filthy for perusal.
During Parnell's obstruction season Irish
gentlemen were insulted in every way
and in all possible direction by the rabble
outside as well a8 by their bettera inside the
Housge of Parliament. While Messrs. Parnell,
O'Connoer Power, Biggar or O'Donnell were
speaking, the English country memberg—
the Squirearchy—barked like dogs, mewed

t"_"i‘&?ﬂ” «“month's carouse,” while the Mail

like cats and imitated other beasts to perfec-

tion, almost without difficulty, in order to
drown the voices of the Obstructionists.
Indeed, one member was so enthusiastically
obstructive towards the Obstructionists that
he (according to the English papers) turned
his stomach and had to leave the House.
The cilubs were made too hot for
the Irish members, and a Home Ruler
was sure to be excluded. If they were
savage, or even semi-barbarians like most of
the members composing the new Bulgarian
Parliament, they might be excused; but
when it is understood and acknowledged by
such papers as the London Daily Telegraph
that the Home Bulers are, a8 a body, the most
brilliant party in the House, one is at a loss
to account for the hostility of the English-
man except it is the ancient hatred and pre-
judice which he cannot restrain. He finds
that the Irishman is superior to him in
manners and in debate, and it angers him,
and in his apger he Insulis him, and
hag very often to apologize. We presume the
quarrel which has led to the present challenge
was somewhat of this nature, and that the
Irish gentleman, sesing he could not obtain
Parlinmentary protection, Lhas decided to re-
sort to the ancient method of adjusting differ-
epces. As arule, the English members are
not fortunate in their quarrels with the Hi-
bernians. The last little excitement of o
belligerent nature arose from the guacrel be-

tween The 0'Donoghue and Sir Robert Peel
during the American war. There wasa meet-
ing held in the Rotunda, Dublin, to sympa-
thize with the North, at which O'Donoghue
spoke and used words which displeased
the baronet, who was then, we believe,
Chief Secretary for Ireland. This position is
of course fitled by an Englishman, and for-
merly a talent for fighting and playing on
the fiddle was the chief qualifications, as the
duello was then the rage, and an Irish lawyer
would ask no better start in life than the
honor of winging an English Irish Secretary.
Sir Nobert Peel called the 0'Donoghue a
mannikin traitor and dsprived him of the
commission of the pence; the O'Donoghue
challenged him and Sir Robert accepted.
All went lovely for a while, and it wax
understooé the duel was to be fought
in Belgium. DBut Sir Robert destroyed
everything by his awkwardness. Whom
of all the world did he ask to be
his second, but Lord Palmerston, his chief
who prevented him fighting, and thus saved
him from the pistol of the Irish member. A
discussion arose on the matter in Parlinment,
in which The O’'Donoghue pictures Robert as
secking protection behind the petticoats of
Iord Palmerston. Healso said in answer to
the taunt that duelling had gone out of fash-
iop, that the acts which provoked them should
also have gone. There is no doubt duelling
is & bad practice, but that if there be an ex-
cuse for it atall, it is that thereare some peo-
ple so thick-skinned, and at the same time 8o
insulting that nothing else will tend to make
them change their conduct, and this applies
more paiticularly 1o the English county
members.

Seed FPototoes,

We do not know the exact meaning of
Major Nolan's Seed Potatoes bill which has
beer read a third time in the British House
of Commons and become law (except the
Lords throw it out), but suspect that it re-
lates 10 tho granting of potatoes for seed by
the Gavernment to the tenantry of Ireland.
Tradition has it that it was the great Sir
Walter Raleigh who first introduced pota-
tocs into Ireland, and only they would,

we suppose, have come anyway, Wwe
could wish, botk for the sake of Sir
Walter and Ireland, that the ship

that brought him aond them across would
have sunk to the bottom of the sea. This
would have certainly saved Sir Walter a dis-
graceful death on the block, and perhaps
mijllions of Irishmen, women and children
desth from famine, which is still worse, be-
cause more painful with prolonged agonies.
[t is, of course, possible that the diabolical
land laws would hava produced great dis.
tress no matter what formed the staple food
of the Irish peopic, but itis improbable that
famines like those of 1819, 1822, and the ter-
rible famine of 1848 could have occurred
under any other than that which may be ap-
propriately termed the potato-landlord sys-
tem. The British conquered Ireland, and
took  possession of the lands after
a struggle which lasted unintermittingly for
five hundred years, but fortunately, (or un-
fortunately) they did not succeed in exter-
minating the ancient race. As this race did
not consent to die it follows that it bad to
live, but how was the problem to.be solved.
Manufactures or commerce there were none;
the alien Government took particular care of
that, so they had to confine themselves
solely to agriculture, This would have been
all well and good, for there are less profitable
occupations than that of farmer, but as has
been seen they had no launds to cultivate,
the conquerors had monopolized them.
There wa#, therefore, nothing left for
them to do, secing they persisted in desiring
to live, than to resolve themselves into a
pauper peasantry and till the soil for the new
masters they had received, on condition that

to wear. Thess, in fact, were all they were
entitled to,according to the penal Inws, which
did not permit them to owna horse worth
more than five pounds, which prevented them
going to school or to church, which, in
fact, made them slaves. They rented pieces
of Jand from the iords, and, as potatoes went
a good way, they raised thom and lived
upon them almost altogether, dedicating
the bulk of the land to pasturage, hay,
wheat, onts and other cereals, which
they sold to pay the rent. It would be exag-
geration to say that they did not save some-
thing themselves sll this time. The land-

lords were notsucha bad kind of people then

they obtained enough to eat and something’

ag they are now ; they lived on their property
for the most part and spent money in the
districts, some of which crept into the pockets
of the tepants. It was when the Irish em-
erged from the state of helotry and became
freedmen, and had votes and italked of
emancipation and repeal ot the union tbat the
landlords became thoroughly disgusted, rack-
rented and went to live abroad., It whs then
that the tuber became the staple food of
the people altogether, not through choice, for
they are as partial to good beef and
mutton, and oaten and wheaten bread as their
neighbors, but through sheer necessity, as
being the only root which would bring such
» large return in a limited space, as would en-
able them to pay the ever.increasing rents,
which had now to sustain agents ina £tyle be-
fitting gentlemen, and at the same time the
landlords proper, who abroad had contracted
princely habite. The failure of the potato
crop, therefore, meant a famine for the people,
while not materially affecting what might
be called the landlords' crop. Hence it stands
to reason that if potatoes had not become the
staple food of the peasantry,the Irish historians
would not have torecord so many. famines in
one of the most fertile countries in the world.
Ireland contained a large population in the
time ot Brian Boru, but we hear of no famIne

in those days; on the countrary, wearetold
that o beautifullady went through the isiand

on foot with a gold ring on top of a white
wand without molestation. She would not
go so far now; the landlords would rob
her! After King DBrian’s time camse
the English, the Reformation, potatoes and
famines. France has no famines torecord in
our days; and whby? Simp.y because
she has abolished the feudal sys

tem, has a French Government, trader
commerce and prosperity. France, fair and
fertile as as she is, would see her chil-
dren die, as she saw them die before the Revo-
lution, if the same system prevailed as in lre-
land. Why should the man that tills the
soil give three-fourths of the produce thercof
to a man in London whom he has never seen,
while his children nre dyiog of hunger? It
is the law,” it may be said. Well, it is a
bad one, and should be abolished. The
owner can be compensated as were the slave
owners of the West Tndies. Kither the land-
lords or the people will have to quit when
the struggle now going onisover. In either
case let us hope that we shall hear no more
of Goversment granting monty for seed

‘potatoes.

CORRESPONDERCE.

Parnell’s Land Leagne Fand.
To the Editor of the TRUE WITNESS and PoOsT.

Sir——To allay the sufferings and remove
the twinges of hunger from which my fellow-
countrymen and kinsmen are now suflering,
I have quietly given my mite. Dutthis does
not satisfy my Irish conscience; I would do
my share towards removing the cause that so
long, and with such death-dealing eftect, op-
presses the national heart.

I bave for some time been siundying the
subject and making a ‘diognosis of the
disease, Into my laboratory have I laken the
different remedies from time to time preseribed
by tke doctors, who for years—I might add
ages—waited on the patient, and the analysis
proves, at least to my own salisfaction, that
either the case has not been thoroughly un-
derstood, or that the faculty which adminis-
tered the medicine was composed chiefly of
quacks, or that the text-books were from the
London College—the Dritish Parliament.
The doses given were niere narcotics, superin-
ducing a restless slumber, and the fearful
canker that gnaws her very vitals, the land
laws and absentee landlord system-—~remained
untouched.

Now, sir, to my mind a surgeon capable
and willing to grapple with the difficulty has
taken her case in hand. He is a son of the
s0il, loves his dear mother, Ireland, and will
not, if his filial hand can sustain, allow her
to perisk, With lancet in bhand is he pre-
pared to risk his reputation, his all, on the
operation.  Should he not then be
supported in his mission of love for
fatherland by every Irishman in Do-
minion; yes, in every quarter of the
globe? The very life of Ireland is the
quastion of the moment, and will not her
children uphold the hand rajsed to save her?
Away with the base idea of such ingratitude
to our national mother! Forbid its Irish
jnstinct and Irish love of country! Her
cherished son, who now appeals to us, studied
her case from his childhood under her own
eyes, from her has he his diploma, and save
her he will if Irishmen are but faithful to
him. .

I am happy to know, sir, that you are prov.
ing true to the cause for which your paper
was established; that Montreal, notwith-
standing the back-sliding of a degenerate
descendant of France who bappens to oc-
cupy the civic chair, is preparing for him.
Cead mille fuilthe, May the reception be
worthy of him, onnd of the Irishmen of your
city.

{ enclose §10 for the ¢ Parnell Land League
Fund,’ and hope that many of the cloth will
go and do likewise. The Iaity, I am confi-
dent, will be to the fore. By a united effort
we can effect wonders,and our cause is a holy
one.

You will likely hear from me again.
the meantime

In

I am yours,
Ax ONTARIO PRIEST.
Ontario, February 20th, 1880.
B - ]
John of Taam's Recelpt for Our First
Instaiment.
St. Jarvati’s, Tuay,
February 2nd, 1880. |
My Dean Sie—Allow me to acknowledge
with gratitude the receipt of .£100 (one
bundred pounds) through the Montreal Bank
in London, on the part of the # PosT Printing
and Publishing Co. of Montreal,” in behalf of
our afilicted pcople. The receipt of this large
contribution has been publicly acknowledged,
in conjunction with another contributicn of
£150 from the Parish of St. Bridgid's, in the
Dublin Freeman's Journal of 26th w1 January,
1880. .7
In return, I beg you and tiy meinbers of
the ® Posr Printing Co.” to sccept my warm
acknowledgments, and believe me, your
faithful servant,
1 Jorrw, Archbishop of ‘A'uum.
John P. Whelan Esq.,, Manager.

P

There i3 a disease now very prevalent
among horses in Inverness Cn.. ' R.. supposed
to be a virulent form of str.:»ics. Several

valuable horses have been lor: b if.

“Tme Witness” Irish Relief
Fund.

Brought forward....ee vs0... $1,658 75
Edward Crowe, Peterboro, Ont.,.. 100
Robert Richardgon...oevvoeenves 100
Chinﬂman......-..... veoe soee 2 00
JamBBM&Ck....-.-..... IR 50
Myles O'Regan, Lachine.... .... 1 00
Peter Brady, Merrickville........ 100
Patk McCabe, Jr., # seriinne 100
John Brislan, “ PPN 100
Francis D Lisgon, # cerinnas 25
Harry Reynolds, © vieraree 100
Edward Wynne, ¢ aveesans 100
Will McCarney, © NN 100
John Mills, u recrvans 100
Robert Bates, u cersaees 1 00
Patk O'Hara, Sr., « PR 75
Samuel Jakes, € cen 100
John Gill, t cesranes 100
Jas McKibbon ¢ veeroras 25
Edward Brennan, ¢ ceaaiaes 100
Thos Mnrphy, Barnabee River, N.B. 100
WmOBrHon....oo cvvves avnnns 100
Mrs Wm Minister, Point St Charles 100
Treasurer of the Irish Annual Ball 65 65
Joseph Dunn, Cote St Paul (per

Wm Wilson, Esq.) ..oy ...s 10 00

PARNELL LAND LEAGUE FUND.

M. Mullin, lumberman,....... vees 35 00
M. Fitzgibbon........o0veunnus. .- 5 00
Thomas Foy........... 1 Q0
Thomas O'Kcefg,...... cav resine as 5 00
John White,....... ... Yo esireans 5 00
Montrealer, from Portland...,..... 4 00
Henry Sheehan..... Caeties eeaaes 102
) 2 verene 5 00
Janses Allen (second subscription). 5 00
An Ontario Priest............ vreee 10 00

City Council Meeting.
IRISU RELIEF FTXD.

When this order of the day was taken up
for discussion,

Ald. GreNIER arose to a point of order. He
wished to explain to the members present
how, through a misunderstanding, Ald.
Doxovax had left his seat before this import-
ant question. The absent gentleman before
leaving had enquired if the report was
adopted, and was answered in the afirmative.

Ald. McSnaxe did not desire to oppose any
report of the Finance Committee, but he
thought that Montreal as a city should do
something worthy of her name. If a grant
was made he did not think a single ratepayer
would murmur.

Ald. Mrruy regretted that the Council
could not approprinte & small sum. He was
informed that the city charter would not al-
low ot any such menns of relicf. Theyhadon
many occasions infringed it, and for prece-
dents he would point to Chicago, where
850,600 was paid, 5,000 to St. lyacinthe,
and a grant to Chief Penton.

Ald. Nevsos stated thatin the cage of Chief
Peuton a medical certificote had been pro-
duced to prove that the Chiefs denth was ex-
perienced by extra labor in the service of the
city. In the present instance there could not
be acase of more alarming symptoms to ap-
peal to the charitable; but tbe city must
stop somewhere, and the present was
the time to ignore former precedents.
The Chicago fire fiend had been thrown up to
them on every possible occasion, and now he
would advise them to «take the bull by the
horns” He continued in the sare strain, re-
marking that the close allinnce existing be-
tween Montreal and Chicago would be snf-
ficient apology for any any measures, no mat-
ter how streng they were. He was sorry that
any money had been granted St. Hyacinthe,
but still he favored the St. John appropriation
of $10,000. He conclunded by hoping the
Council would take the present opportunity to
check the practice.

Ald, McSnaxe could not conceive the idea
of any one reproaching the Chairman of the
Finance Committee with ameliorating the
sufferings of the distressed. The Dominion
Parliament had set a good example hy voting
$100,000 of the country’s money. He would
move that the motion now before the Coun-
cil be referred back to the Finance Commit-
tee with iustructions to report to this Coun-
cil that a certain sum be voted to the relief
of the people suffering in Ircland.

Ald. Horranp was happy to state thai ihe
sufiering had greatly diminished since their
last meeting, and the necessity of assistance
not being so great, he would oppose the
smendment. The motion, being put to the
members, was defeated by a vote of 6 to 10.

Yeas—Proctor, Mullin, McShane, Fairbairn,
Thibault and Kepnedy.

Navs——Gauthier, Jennnotte, Hagar, Greene,
Allard, Bood, Holland, Grenier, Nelson and
Laurent.

ATTEMPT ON THE CZAR’S LIFE.

The Czar Again Escapes by Almost
Miraculous Dispensation.

$7. PeTERSBURG, February 17.—There has
been nn aburtive attempt to kill the Imperial
family by laying a mine in the winter palace.
Five soldiers were kilied and 25 wounded.

The mine was laid under the guard room
of the winter palace, which is immediately
under the dining ball. Owing to accidental
dclay the Imperial family had not entered the
Iatter at the usualtime. The explosion made
« hole in the floor of the dining hall 10 feet
long and six wide.

Viexsa, February 18.—A cipher despatch
received here from St. Petersburg says that
as the details of yesterday's attempt upon the
life of the Czar are more fully made public,
the escape ot the Emperor and entire Im-
periet family from instant death scems the
more remarkable. The force ot the explo-
sion tore up a larger hole in the floor of the
dining-room than was at first stated, the
wrecked portion Leing not less than 15 feet
in length by 12 in width ; fragments of tim-
bers were thrown all over the hall, and had
the Czar and his family been seated in their
accustomed places at the time, they must
have been destroyed. There is a great deal
ot comment and surprise over the fact that
despite the supposed vigilanco of the guard
around the Imperial Palace, the mine was
laid. Since the receipt by the Emperor of
warnings that, after the failure of the attempt
upon his lite on the railway near-Moscow on
the 5th of December, the Winter Palace and
himself would yet be blown up into the air,
the palace has been

GUARDED BY THE POLICE,

the adjoining streets patrolled night and day
by a picked force, the grounds brilliantly
illuminated at night by electric light, and all
persons tound wandering in the vicinity and
unable to givea satisfactory account of them-
selves have immediately been placed under
arrest. Owing to the sceming absolute im-
possibility of outside parties placing » mine
within the palace without detection, it is
generally believed that persons high in au-
thority and in the Czar's counfidence were
concerned in the congpiracy. Attempts are
now being made to trace the course of the

slectric wires by which tho dynemite was

exploded, and the opinion prevails in official
circies that they will be found not to extend
beyond the walls of the palace. Theaddition -
of this fresh shock, following so swiftly apon
the trying experiences through which he bas
passed, is said to bave made a profound im-
pression upon the Czar, who was already

HALF CRAZED WITH FEAR AND APPREHENSION,

It is believed that within a very short time
the Czar will either announce his abdication
in favor of the Czarewitch, or issue a procla-
mation convening an assembly of the notables
of the empire, for the purpose of iframing a
constitutional form of government. In official
clrcles it ig believed that the forme: alterna-
tive is the more probable.

Sr. PETERSBORG, February 19.—Official in-
quiry into the cause of the explosion at the
Winter Palace developed the fact that the
mine was composed of dynamite and gun cot-
ton, and has been traced to the fuel cellar in
the inmer court. Since the official inquiry
commenced the workmen who were engaged
in the room immediately beneath the guard
room, the scene of the explosion, have fled.

THE CAUSE OF THE DELAY OF THE CZAR

in enteringthe dining hall was owing to his
reception of Prince Hesse, who had just ar-
rived to take pert in the 25th anniveraary of
the Czar's accession to the throne. Enor-
mous and enthusiastic crowds surround the
palace, and cheer lustily for the Czar, and the
city is gaily decorated in honor of his escape
from death. Thanksgiving services were
held in all of the churches, which were
crowded.

Loxooy, February 18.—No fresh details of
the plot for the destruction of the Emperor
and his family bave been obtained. The
police pretend they have plenty of clues, but
despatches from St. Petersburg say that the
event has thrown the whole court party into
consternation, and that it is universally be-
lievod that the conspirators are at this mo-
ment insida the palace. A person has becn
arrested in Paris who is suspected of having
been connected with

THE ATTEMPT UPON THE CZARS LIFE

ou the railway near Moscow. The feeling at
St. Petersburg, excited by the attempt in the
Winter Palace, is strongly conflicting. Peo-
ple tre in a state of great excitement, and ask-
ing each otker what is to come next.

St. PerERsiUrG, February 18.—During sll
the excitement consequent upon the explo-
sion the Czar and the Duchess of Edinbureh
remained remarkably self-possessed. All the
members of the diplomatic corps in this city
have uritedly congratulated the Czar upon
liis narrow escape from instant death. Con-
grutulations from =il parts of Europe con-
tinue to be received, and indicate that the ex-
citement through Turope at the dastardly at-
tempt upon the life of the Czar is intemse.
No arrests have been made thus far. The
Russian press bave been permitted to publish
official news only of the explosion.

St. PeTERSBURG, February 19.—During the
investigation now in progress in connection
with the explosion at the Winter Palace it
has been found that several bouschold ser-
vants are missing, which fact is regarded by
the police as prima furie evidence against
them. The police are sparing no efforts to
capture these servants, as it is not doubted
that a clue to the prime mwovers in the plot
can be obtained through them. Many arrests
have been made, including several exalted
personages, who are suspected of baving
spirited away the missing servants aud of
keeping them in hiding. The whole base-
ment in which the mine was Jaid is under-
going a thorough examiration with a view of
discovering some clue to the perpetrators on
or about the fragments of the mechanical por-
tion of the mine. No facts have thus far
been ascertained to direct suspicions against
any person living outside the palace. The Czar
is much more calm thau at any time since
the explosion. The Czarina, who was sleep-
ing at the time of the explosion, is quiet,
efforts baving been successfully made to keep
her in ignorance of the occurrence and the
proceedings resulting from it.

Loxpox, February 19.—Forty officials of the
Imperial Court at St. Petersburg were ar—
rested at the Winter Palace on Monday night,
soon after the explosion took place, but not-
withstanding the exte®t of the plan for the
plot, it was carried out so nearly to success
that the greatost difficulty is experienced in
obtaining trustworthy details respecting not
only the explosion itself, but the events
which have followed after it. The Russian
telegraphs are at present practically shut
for all news purposes, and the European
Embassies are kept as much as possible in
the dark. The most trustworthy informa-
tion respecting tha plot and the events which
followed its developments have come through
certain cipher despatches which the Austrian
Ambassador sent to his Government early
on Tuesday, and later on during Wednes-
day. There can be, from these roports and
such other information as has been obtainad,
no doubt that the plot was contrived by per-
gons tesiding in the palace, and up to that
time high in the confidence of the Emperor.
The mechanical work of excavating tor the
men laying the wires connected with it and
acrangiog the electrical battery which dis-
charged it, is said to have been accomplished
by five or 8ix workmen, who were introduced
into the palace by one of the subordinate offi-
cials, under a pretence of repairing a sewer-
age drain, and of laying some new gas pipes.
These men have not been seen since the ex—
plosion, and there are reports that they were
gent away early on the morning of the day
when the explogion took place. They have,
in all probability, by this time crossed the
frontier, and are hiding either in Switzerland
or Germauny.

Loxpox, February 23.

Reports from 5t. Petersburg say the Czar
for the past two days has refused to see any
callers. It is believed tbat the exciting
events through which he bas just passed
have brought on another attack of nervous
prostration, from which he recently suffered
5o severely. He still receives bourly reports
of the progress of the investigations, and
issues orders respecting the search for and
arrest of suspected parties. Speculations are
revived concerning the probable early acces-
sion of the Czarewitch to the throne.

— -

The present state of thlngs {n Ireland,says tho
Ohicago T'ribune, presenis some strange unonis
alles. One-third of the island isin the jaws of
rimine, and the people of the United Riates are
publicly and privately contrlbuting mnot less
than $100,000 per week to #ssnage hunger and
prevent starvatlon to death of the landlords'
tenant farmers, And, while this inflow of
Amerlcan charily is going on to alleviate dis-
tress and avert death, there {5 an outflow per
week of §1,000,003 worth of animal and vegetable
food of Irish production to pay landlords’ rents
on the farms equitably and rightfully belongiog
tothe occupiers, . The Irish farmers are actually
atthis time selling $1.000,000 worth of food per
week to pay such rents to merciless English
landlords, while the benevolent people of
America are sonding over there $100,000 l)er
weelt tokeep these samo farmers from eviction
and out of the goor-house or paupers’ graves!
Such is the lan ubiovstem of Ireland. Btop this
outflow of $1,000,000 a week of Irlsh agricultural
food !)roducm to pey absentee landlords for the
priviledge of lving in their own country. and
the Irish people would want nocharity from this
or any other country. They wotld have money
themselves to lend or donaie to the needy.

J. Mclver & Co, are our anthorized ugents for
PosT and TRUE WITNESS {n Valleyfield, Que.



