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“0And, my Gertrudo,” said John Harding, *impugn
not'in my behalf that retribution which is just. If
pity has been denied to me, there was & time when
I waa pitiless; nay, towards a miserable ohject,

mect only for compassion, for long years did I
nourish nought but cruelty and scorn. Ok, blessed
be that heaven which, though it has stricken, gives
me grace to feel the justice of the blow ; and blessed
be that mercy which has brought thee to my couch,
whose charitable spirit may yet, perhaps, in part re-
pair the evil to which thy father’s pride and cruelty
gave birth! A mournful secret, my Gertrude, must
I now disclose. "The time was when I bad a sister
—an innocent, beaunsiful sister. Oh, how proud was
I of that beauty which was her bane "

% Your sister, my father!” exclaimed Gertrude,
ag all the horrors of the preceding eveniny scemed
oppressiog her again. * Oh, your unhappy sister!
nought now may benefit her on earth.”

“Do you know—Dhave you seen hér ?” said John
Harding in a Loilow tone, raising himself on his
couch, and fixing his failing eyes on the counten-
ance of his deughter. * Ob, did she tell how I, who
had so loved her, spurned her harshly from my feet,
and hurled her back to ruin and fo Leicester? And,
more than all, did she tell how, by a horrible mis-
take, the dagger of the false Lord drank my brother's
blood for mine? Oh, my dear brother—my bloom-
ing, bright-haired Edmund! TIIl was the oath I
took that your ashes should never find a grave till
Ihad avenged your death, with that of your unfor-

tunate sister. More evil it was when for years I
mourned only that I could not, to execute that cuth,
find the retreat to which she had been conveyed.”

‘“But more charitable dispositions, my son, have,
I hope, in latter years been fostered in your heart,
said the Prior.

# My heart did indced, too late awaken, father, to
better thoughts,” replied John Harding, ¢ and the
dearest proof of her affection which my daughter
can now bestow will be in tho promise of pity and
Chrisdan kindoess io my betrayed and ill-fated,
Enphrasia.” .

% Alas, my father,” murmured Gertrude, * kind-
noss or cruelty will in this world affect your sister
no more; but may it be some slight solace to your
sorrow to know that her dying head was pillowed
on the bosom of your child—that her winding-sheet
was folded up by your daughter’s hand.”

% Severe is the justice of Heaven,” moaned John
Harding, #and my repentance is too late. Oh, my
Gertrude, when was it that you so attended on yeur
miserable aunt, tell meand the cause of her death ?”

u Last night, father, did she depart,” answered
Gertrude. She hesitated to reply to the latter por-

‘tion of the question; but Jobn Harding reiterated it,
charging her on Ler duty to deceive him not.

@ Alag, my father,” said Gertrude, “ she had swal-
lowed poison, administered, I fear me, by the Earl.”

# Oh, Euphrasia—oh, my sister!” groaned John
Harding ; then, after a bitter psuse, he turned to
the Prior, and asked *if there might be mercy for
him who had skown no mercy to a sister.”

i Alas! my son,” answered Alban, it wag indeed
8 gricvous fault; but who willsay there i8 o mercy
for any sinner who repenteth I”

# And mine own time on earth vanisheth apace,”
gaid John Harding, “and fain would I ouce more
wituess the celebration of those holy myteries which
the hard decrees of Elizabeth deny to the suffering
children of the faith.”

i And cven now, my son, was I about to propose
their cclebrotion,” snid Basil, who had left the crypt
on the entrance of Lord Dacre and Gertrude, but who
now returned thither, followed by Father Hilary,
and soon appeared at the little stone altar vested to
offer the muss. Gertrude would have kaoelt by her
father’s side, where she could seeall that was passing
in the crypt, but John Harding motioned her away.

Atthe altar, my child, at the altar of thy God ;
kneel there with my good Lord Dacre, and solicit
grace for the parting spirit of thy father.”

% Thus bidden, Gertrude left the Prior only kneel-
ing by her father's couck, nnd for once unwilling
ghe took the extended hand of Lord Dacre,aud as-
cending the steps which led into the crypt, knelt
with him at its altar's foot. More had the ancient
faith of its pomp of ritual when of old it was ad-
ministered, in the face of dny, io the splendid abbey
churcl of Lunercost, but never more of majesty, of
awe, than in that hour of its mourning, when one
only of its faithful scrvants stood at the altar of
the darksome crypt. .

A deep and mellow voice bad Father Basil,aad
its full, melancholy tones sunk impressively upon
the heart as they rung under the ribbed arches of
the crypt ; and most musical and melancholy too,
was the slight sound of the silver bell, preserve
amid their poverty, which Father Hilary rung at the
elevation of the host. Pensive and ghos_tly was the
light ot the pale Jamps and glimmering tapers,

trembling over the massive columns a8 if only to
show the shadows that lurked between them, and
gleaming more strongly upon the carving of the
altar, upon the huge stone crucifix erected there,

. and upon the statuos of the Virgic and Saint Austin
that graced tho niches on cither side. Then, too,
thero were the thin countenanees, the white locks,

. and droopitg figures of Basil and his assistant, and
ot the altar's foot, his rich habit contrasting with
‘the gloom of the place, Lord Dacre, his head bent
in prayer, and the softer form of Gertrude kneeling
alikein devotion and sorrow at his side; whilein
the far background was faintly discernible tho couch

.of tho dying man, with the Prior leaning over it, {.

‘while John Harding made his confession. The mass
and all those rites with which the Catholic
ks to support her children in their part-
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““The reply.seemed :most grateful to:
hile préssing $he:hand of. his

... Sunday;evening , Dec. 6t @ K
.bishop of -Torénto delivered *another:lecture’in St.
‘Michael's:- Cathedral, before a very large audience,
After & few introductory remarks 'His Grace said ;—,
Since the fall of Adam Remission of Sins bas been
o great question, for, alas | fallen and sinful man re-
quires forgiveness for his trangressions.. Sin was re-
mitted and the sinner reconciled to God, by true and
sincere repentance ; for withoutsincere repentance no
sin eyer was or ever can beremitted, BEzekiel xyiii,
12. xxxiii, 12; and Joel ii, 12. . ’
Repentance for sin may be considered -under two
heads; perfect contrition, -and imperfact, called at-
trition, Perfect contrition is an act of sorrow, in-
tense, proceeding from & principle of love, animated
with humufe hope in God, and this of itself reconciles
the sinner to God, as in the cage of David, The
prophet Nathan aroused up his dormant conscience,
(2 Kings, xii, 13) 2avid, touched to the quick,
cried out, #I have sinned against the Lord” His
contrition was perfect. Attrition of itsclf does not
remit sin ;it.is a sorrow for sin, but not sufficiently
intenge to obtain forgiveness. It is supported bya
love of God, but is not perfect; it requires the as-
sistance of other acts, for instance, alms-deeds, fast-
ing, other good works. ' Prayer is good with fast~
ing and alms;more then to lay up treasares of gold.”
(Job =xxii,8.) Iseiah rays (c.57), “Break shy bread
with the bungry ; then shalt thy light heart break
forth like the morning and thy cure shall soon fol-
low.! Daniel saia to Nebnchanezzar, “May my
advicenot offend thee O King; redeem thy sins by
alms.deeds; and thy imiquities by relieving the
poort (Dan.iv.24.) “Give aims, ond behold all
is clean to you? {Luke xi) ¢“Hide thy alms in the
bosom of the poor, and it ghall obtain thy pardon”
(Ecclesinsticus xxix., 15, Donay.) Oar Lord shall
say, “I was hungry and you gave me to eat.” &c.
Inperfect contrition must Le supplemented by
penitential works, as by alms. “ Do penanee,
for the kingdom of heaven isathand” (Matt, iii.
7.) *The people came confessing their sins.” (Matt
iii. 6.) “Forifin Tyro and Sidon had been wraught

i
the mighty werks that have been wraught in you,
they would have done penance long ago sitting in
sack-cloth and ashes" (Luke x. 13) ' Except
you do penauce you shall all likewise perish.”
(Luke iii 5) So thatin the New Testament the
doctrine of sorrow, supplemented by works of charity
and penance, is clearly set forth, ¢ Charity covereth
o multitude of gins.” (Peteriv. 8.) These texts
amply prove that penitential works, fisting, prayer,
move God to mercy; and when coupled with alms-
deeds the appeal has greater force. All thess acts
uppose faith in God, hopé in God, and love of God,
n & more or less perfect degree.

Christ instituted a tribunal for the fergiveness of
ains, a8 8 gencral method of forgiveness. The poor
had po alms to give, and all required to atone for
beir sins by the humiliation of confessing them—
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rection : Breathing on His apostles, He said, *Re-
ceive ye the Hely Ghost,” &c., (John xxix, 20.)

w

&e.
was no forglvencss for those who, in times of perse-
cution, denied Christ,and sacrificed to idols;: also-
for those who gave up-the Sacred Writings to infidels
and who were called Jibellatics, They gave & wrong
intarpretation to the words of Si. Paul when he-says,
For it is impossible for those who ware once illu-
minated to be renewed again to penance.™ (He-
brews vi., 4-6.) Impossibility does not mean. abso-
lute impossibility,since mothing is impoessible to
he infinite mercy and grace ot God, The thief on
ho cross blasphemed, repented, and was saved. It
i§ exceedingly difficult, which is the Apostles’ meaning.
Sing egainst the Holy Ghost (Maftt xii., 31), Christ
gays, will not be forgiven in this world, or in that to
come, because sins against the Holy Ghost, heing
against the brightest light of conscience, nre gener-
ally not repented of and hence cannot be forgiven.
Peter Waldo, with his followers, called Waldenses,
romulgated the doctrine, which was udvocated
afterwards by John Huss and others, that no- priest
in a state of sin could forgive sins; but that pious
laymen could. Luther, in his book on the “Capti-
vity of Babylon,” denied that Penance wns & sacra-
ment ; and vet his followers have retained the con-
fession and the words of absolution in their Liturgy
chaugiog nothing of the Catholic form :—* I, by the
authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, absolve thee
from nll thy sins in the nume of the Father, and of
the Son, aul of the Holy Glhost.” See the Book of
€ommon Prayer of the Anglican Church. Calvin's
doctrine was pretty much the snme; saying, how-
ever, that Penance was not distinguishable from
Baptism where recollection, by faith, is remewed.
Other Protestants say that sins are remitted by faith
alone in Christ, and by the renewing of the Spirit,
when they  get religion”; others, that there is no
distinction between small and great sins—Dbetween
the theft of o penny and thatof a thousand dollars,
The Great Spirit looks upon his dear iguorant child
with mercy. Libertines and grievous sinuners, to
expinte their sins, founded hospitalsand Magdatene
‘and orphan asylums, that some good might_be done
in lieu of the great evils which their, sins had
caused. ' , oy .
The Catholic doctrine is that Christ gave His
Apostles the power'to forgive sins in the Sacrament
of Ponance, and that this power of the Apostles pas-.
ged to their successors by regular ordination. What-
ever. power Chsist conveyed to His Aposiles for the
galvation of His people passed to thelr successors.
Chuist instituted the same mode of redemption and
sanctification for all—for those who had: lived at
Hisown time, and ‘those who had lived  since.:
His words are clear and -conclusive. He. breathed
on His Apestles, and in that breath was .the Holy,
Spirit, for the Holy Spirit proceeds from the - Father
and Son. The Apostles certainly .received what
Christ told them to receive—that is, the Holy Spirit
—for an especial purpose, -aid that purpose was the
forgivenegs of sins. - But to forgive sins, they. must
‘be, known, ‘and - to ‘be: known, i they.imust - be
‘confagred’ ;3 ‘for- this"' fribunal~ia: :riot -like - the
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‘to condetnn and ‘punishthe oulprit;;the tribun-
alg of heayen, established ‘on ‘earth, with - ministers
of Chirist as judges, are for; forgiving sins,and setting
‘the éulprit free on'the'' conditions™ of - true : sorTow,
humble confession, and ‘satisfaction:for:;past : trans:
‘gressions,  Thess aots Of penance; together with the
‘ab"ﬁ’oTu‘tlei"Bf';_th_ei‘-'ﬁ‘r_lalt}i-gmit lna;tfor.s
said. ¢ sing’

you shall forgive onsearth; the
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- ‘tent myself with stating’ the:;doctrine.

| forgive sins but Godalone? Who thought and said

sins that had been committed without shame and in ] St. Mark; 1st chap., that it was the practice of the
the face of the sun, He promised to Prder “te giva | Jews to confess their sins, They went out to St.
im the keys of the kingdom of heaven,” &c., (Mutt [ John in the wilderness frum all the covutry about
vi.19) And againinchap 18, verse18, He says | Judea and Jerusalem, sad were baptised by him i=
to all the Apostles. * Whatsoever you shall bind | t
n earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever | 1
you shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heuven.” | say we hawe no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
This promise He fulfilled on the night of His resnc- | t :
fai
us from all miquity.” The Apostle does nct say to
The doctrine and practice of Christ, of absolving | confess our sins to God ; but he reproves the pride
of sin, and confessing, was denied from time to time | o
in the Church. Religious fanaticlsm azd: private | semblies thet they had no ain ; consequently it must
views were continually disturbing the harmony of | be in their assemblies that they were to confess their
the Church ; heresies arose in opposition to- almost | sina. This 3t James corroborates when he Esays,
every doctrine promulgated by Christ; Councila| &
ere held ; Bishops of the Chureh were consulted | a
and Popes mado their deoress to put down these | saved” Andiagain we read in the 19th chap., 18th
heresies, und to yestrain the wild extravagances.of | verse, of the Acts of the Apostles,  Many of them
proud and fickle enthusiasts. In the second: age, | that believed eame confessing and declaring their
Montanusand his followess denied the doctrine of | d
forgiveness of the greater sing, viz., murder, apostacy,.| I
The Novatians, in the third age, held that thers | reconciling sinuers with God). 2ud Qor,, 5th chap,,
1
v
to ug the ministry of reconciliation, for God indeed
was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not
imputing to them their sins; and He hath placed
| in us the word of reconciliation” That word of re-
c
¢
earth flows through it, in all countries, and will to
the end of time. We have the same redemption
and means of grace in Canada in the ninetcenth
century as the Christians had in FJudea and Jerusalem
i
have obtained mniversally in the Church, and be
submitted to by Popes, Bishops, Priest, Kings, Em-~
perors, and all Gatholic peoples, were it not of divine
jnstitution, and obligatory; so that Christians are

‘tribtnalé ‘of the ‘world.”  -Barthly: xibunals. are.

Chrint: bas |

ta to'gay,that a priest; of his own author-
ity, and not es a‘minister of God;* having the word
.of reconciliation,” ag St. Paul calls it, can remit sin
or thet sin‘can be remitted without trus repentance
-and change in heart, lifé, and"morals, *. Some Cath-
olice, I 'am serry to say, do .mot-“go to confession,
because they are not prepared to make this change.
of life. " They put off repeniance from day to' day,
and some die in their sins. But, it is seid, who can

ig.totally false td’

this 7 . The Scribes and Pharisces.

We read in the 5th chapter of St. Luke that Jesus
said to the palsied man that had been passed through
the roof of the house and Jaid at His feet, * Man thy
sins are forgiven thee,” and the Scribes and Pharigees
begen to think saying: Who is this who speaketh
blasphemieg ? Who ean forgive sins but God alone!
And when Jesus kacw their thoughts, and answer-
ing, He said to them: ‘What is it you think in your
hearts? Which is easier to say: Thy sins arelfor-
given thee, or fosay: Arice and walk? But that
you may koow that the 8en of man hath power, on
earth, to forgive sins (He eaith tothe sick of the
palsy), I say to thee, * Arise, take up thy bed and go
into thy house” Here remark that Christ said that
the Son of man had power: in contradistinction to
God alone, mentioned by the Pharisees, The priest
in the Sacrament of Penance forgives sins, not of
his own power, but as the minister of God, and in
the name of Christ. God alone can infuse into the
soul the grace of sanctification, by which sins are
remitted. Four things constitute this sacrament,
Three are supplied by the penitent:—1st. A true
and sincere sorrow for sin. 2nd. An humble and
candid confession of all grievous sing to a properly
ordained and regularly authorized priest. 3rd.
That the penitent be prepared to make satisfaction
and restitution (when necessary) for all sins of omis-
sion or commission. 4th. The part of tha priest,
absolution. This mode of obtaining pardon is far
more difficult to flesh and bloed than the Protestant
mode of confessing to God alone, and believing you
are absolved. Confession of sinis nothing new in
the world. We read in the Book of Numbers (chap.
5). ¢ When aman or woman shall have committed
any ofthe sias that men are wont to commit, and by
negligence shall have transgressed the command-
ments of the Lord, they shall confess the sin and
restore the principal, and a fiftk part over and
above.’ And in the Book of Ecclesiasticus (chap. 4),
we read, “ Be not ashamed to say the truth for the
salce of your souls ; for there isa shame that bringeth
sin ; and there is a shame that bringeth glory and
grace” Be not ashamed to confess thy sins; but
submit not thyself to every man for sin.” (Eceles
iv. 24, 31.) ¢ And he that hides his sfns shall not
prospet ; but he that shall confess and Jorsake them
shall obtain mercy.” ¢Prov. chap. 28.)

If we look to the New Testament we ashall find in

he River Jordan, confessing their sins; and in the
st epistle of S¢t. John, Istchap., 8th verse, *If we

ruth is not in us. If we confuss our sing, Gad is i
thful and just to forgive us our sins,and to cleanse

f the Christians who said befors men or in their as-

th chap. and 16th verse, “Confess your sins ons to
nother, and pray for one another, that you may be

eeds.” Those deeds were evil,as we read in the
gth verse. And St. Paul speaks of his ministry as

8th verse, “ But all things are of God, who hath re-
onciled us to Himself by Christ; and bath given

ouciliation still obtains in the Church, for that
opious tedemption which Christ brought upon the

n the first, Never could the practice of confeasion

not at liberty, witkout sin, proudly to distain the
fostitution of Christ. By pride man fell; by hu-
mility he is raiged up. “ Except yonbecome as lit~
tle children you cannot enter the Kingdem of
Heaven." God resists the prond, and gives Bis
grace to the humble; and St. Paul says, “If you
live according to the flesh you shall die.”
We caunotsuppose that Christians, except throvgh
invincible iguorance, can obtain remission of their
sins if they knowingly set aside and despise this In-
stitution of Christ. Priests cnnnot forgive sins for
money without committing the sacrilegious sin of
gimony. But you ask me, have not indulgences
been bought with money? I anawer, indulgence is
not the remission of sin, The sin must be remitted
in the sacrament of penance before an indulgence
can be gained. An indulgence means the remission
of temporal punishment due to sin, when the guilt
of the 8in is remitted. It very often happens, as in
the cnse of David, that the guilt of sin is pardoned,
but not all the punishment due to it. His sin was
remitted, but yet a temporal punishment was in-
flicted. . “ Thou shalt not die,” said the prophet
Nathon to him, ' Nevertheless, because thou hast
given-occasion to the enemiés of the Lord to-blas-
pheme, for this thing, the child that is bem to thee
shall surely die? .

“Ths Archbishop cencluded his very eloquent dis-
course by announcing that hie next lecture would be
on the subject of Indulgences.— Yoronto Glode.

HOP OF BIRMINGHAM, EN
‘ ON MR. GLADSTONE. -

A pastoral .on the subject of Mr. Gladstone’s
Pamphlet and the Vatican Decrees, by Dr. Ulla-
thorne, Bishop of Birmingham, was read in the
various Catholic churches of the diocese on Sundey.
The pastoral opens with au injunction to the  faith-
ful to be steadfast againat the wiles and deceits' of
the day, reminding them that the exigency is mo
new.one in the history of the Church, .# You have
heard. such; warnings from Bt. Peter, you have heard
.guch warnings from St. Paul,” it proceeds, “ and - at
‘every: point of time in. which new' heresies have
arisen to scandalize_the faithful and to tempt the
weak and wavering like warnings have been ‘heard
from the Pontlffg and the  Blghops” | After' review-
ing the constant  acousations ‘agatnst ‘car Lord ‘of
seducing the ‘people . from their:allegiance, and
tracing the histery of the " several: Weresios ‘which
‘have arisen: from:tme, t0 time as ‘successive doo:’
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farther; éxtend /the. Kaod=of - fellowship| t

gects and heretjes, invoking "t0" their ‘gommunion
sects-which were condemned 300 years*ago, aud’
‘aguinst which' théif author-and fotinderDr~Dollin-
ger, has written ‘'on’the side of. the Catholic Church'
in'his better'and most. faithful - days. ~Not satisfied
.with these strong ' manifestations  of the spirit of
heresy, they have gone further and if they have: not,
been in all réspects the actual originators, they'have
Jent themselves vehemently to promote the most
bitter and unrelenting persecution of their Catholic
‘countrymen that has: been scen since the days of
Julian the Apostate.  Such is the chatacter of the
last, the newest, the smallest; and most infernally
divided of all'sects, A great English Statesman,- to
whom we have.owed much -in the past, has been
pleased to put out'a pamphlet withia the last few
days, in which under the gunise of the politician, he
attempts the theologian, nnd as against the Catholic
subjects of get Majesty ho throws himself on the
side of the Dollingerites. DBut the most astounding
thing which he has written in that am uzing produc-
tion is the assertion that “.the mest famons and
learned living theologian of the Roman communion
is Dr. von Dollinger.” Than this assertion could
there be & greater proof of incapacity to understand
the nature of theology? From the testimony of his
old fellow-students, of his co-professors, and of his
former Archbishop—some of whom we have heard—
he never was a theologisn, and never much cared
for the accepted science of theclogy. His line has
been exclusively that of the critical historian. As
s historian of the critical school which is never
constructive but is ever looking out for blots, he has
studied the external aspects of the Church in her
ever-varicd history, and the exterior unfolding of her
doctriner, rather than the interior mechonism of
theirr order, proportion, relation, dependence, and
tradition, which is the proper province of theology.

Theologians are of the cast of St. Athanasius, of St.
Gregory Nazianzen, of St. Augustin, of St, Thomas
Aquinas, and of Suarez,
danger of the mere eritical bistorian, that bending
his eyes back upon the past of the Church, and
interpreting them by his critical—that is, bis private
jndgment—faculty, he is apt to forget his duty of
listening obediently to the voice of the living,
speaking and aunthoritetive Church of which he is
baptised & member, After describing the logical
absurdities of the position of the Dollingerite party,
the Bishop reverts to Mr Gladstone in the follow-

This, however, is the great

ing terms:—
% And we have seen within this fortnight a mar-

vellous spectacle, An English Statesman, first
among the toremost, a Proteatant if ever man was
Protestant, subtle in the rhetoric of speech beyond
the force of logic, planting himself on the side of
this unhappy sect taking hislesson from its mem-
bers, and stepping forth in & most singular product-
ion tointerrogate Her Majesty’'s Catholic subjects
in a see-saw, self-contradictory fashion as to their
duties of eivil allegiance to the State; but let Mr.
Gladstene and . all men know that we Catholics—
you, brethren, your priests, end your Bishops—be-
sides the motives common %o other men, have a
motive for obedience to the civil power that is pecul-

ar to ourselves, and that is the fixed and unchange-

able doctrine and enforcement of the Catholic
Church, that not merely for man's sake, but much
more for God's sake and asa part of our religion,
we should be loyal and obedient to whatever civil
Government is constituted and: established over the
society in which we live. Need we pointto other
proof beyond our own habitual conduct? Indeed,
we have often been reproached by politicians with too
great un acquisscence in the existing state of things
and: with too much indifference a8 to) pelitical
changes.
quiet consciences and who care more for the future
than for the present world. What would Ireland
have become, with all her grievances, had not lher.
Bishops and elergy incessantly inenlcated the Cath-
olic’sduty of obeying the civil authority ? Itis a well
known fact that the heads of Fenianism maintained
and inculcated that the onegreat obstasle to success-
ful rebellion and revolution was the influence of the
Pope and the Catholic Church, ever inculcating the
duty of civil obedience. 'That society was condemn-
ed aad put down by the Pope, at the instance of the
Irish Catholic Prelates.
eign Office tell all the truth, which is very much to
be doubted, they would show how often instance
has been made at Rome to endeavour to obtain some
declaration from this or that Pope to this or that
portion of Her Majesty's subjects of the doctrine of
the Catholic Church respectimg the duty of obedi-
ence to the civil power.
wise tell. or at least the private portfolios of succes-
sive Woreign Ministers could tell, what a constant
propaganda of revolution hasbzen kept up, if not

Nor is this unnaturs! with men who have

If the records of the For-

Those records would like-

now, ab least until recently, in Catholic States, the
chief obstacle to be overcome having always been
the loyalty to the constituted civil authority of the
real good Catholics. And now as to the home
question—whether the doctrine and belief in the in-

tallibility at all detraots from our civil allegiance

—this illustrious statesman, but very poor theclo-

gian,shall have hisreply. The Church was always

believed to be infallible, although that doctrine had
never beén defined before the Vatican Council, and all

men knew it ; and the Pope always wielded his in-
fallibility, and all men knew this to be a fuct.
What practical change, them has the definition made ?
The Catholic Cburch is always what it was, neither.
more norless. The definttion declared what prac

tically the Holy Seo has always been. Theinfalli-
bility leaves all things as before, eccept that now it is
a term of communion. The infuliibility only teaches
and enforces the unchangeable doctrines of the
Church, what was always, everywhere, and by . the
concurrent fathers held, And one of these un.
changeable dqctrines is that enforced by the exam.
‘ple ond worde of our Lord the #render um..
to Cesar the things that are Camsar's, and to
Gol the things that are Gods;” and by St. Paul,
that webe subject im obedience to the femporal.
magistrates and to the powers that be. How many
Papal constitutions -of recent times enforce this
doctrine and duty the much reviled and misunder-
stood Syllabus! which ia a collection of pas-
sages’ fiom, pontifical -constitutions is. pregnant
with' this doctrine : and duty. But . the aunthor

‘| of - this insulting < pasmphlet = shall . have .his.

‘special reply, and. we. scarcely appeal to. his own
memory and consclence. During the sitting of ‘the.
Vatican: Qouncll,” being then "Prime , Minister,. ke,
‘wrote ‘a letter to an- intimate friend, who- was:a
‘Catholic, and in that ‘lotter. it was said that if the
- Church'invaded the. civil sphere she must expect.
‘the law of retaliation.: To thia letter its receiver
invited the Bishop of Orleansand the present writer
toreply.’ What the Bishop of Orleans did wedo not
‘know, bntithe writer of this pastoral.replied’ in; 8
létter communicated to.Mr, Gladstons, iu; Which,
among other.things, it-was plainly etated, not m
1y on-thie writer’s own autherity, but.onthat of.or
of thié CardinalPresidents of: the Council obtained.
for the purpose, that there waa no/intention in any
“Act*or : décree of the: Counoil ;to. invade. the oivi
sphiere;’ * With' that: letter:-of the yyear/ 1870 in/h

‘poscesiion; it 'scems  almost; incredibla); or;the.

trings were dofined ,by, the. gieat;, Council, of the |
Chureb, the pastorai.proceeds.to describe the rise ofl
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- ran with the best blood “of . Oatholic ‘B
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the guestlon anew,).and; wh

uniditinted ; theyiare addressed’to the Bishops.of .
06 0f this!interprota. -
Mr. [Gladstone tells 'us " -

'.\_théjclx‘lifg'z_h, whoshave tho scidnce
tion.- -Take an eXampl 3

:that.the - Pope_has c
Preés and of speech.;: Not all freedom.
1y, but unlawful‘freedom—that*is to
unjust,-lingodly, and licentious,

of England no’ condemnation of°
Press and of speech'? 415 there
the - law "against’ threatening
against perjury, the law against blasphemy, and the
law against obscene publications; and would the

laws of England allow of treasonuble lnnguage or
the te.aching of the Communist doctrine that Pro-
perty is thett? There may be and there is a diffor.
-ence as to what-the Church tolerates, because ona
has th? sphere of conscience and the other the sphera
of sacial order; but the fundamental principle that
prescrxlges. limits to the freedom of writing or of
speech is common to both authorities. Let t'iwre be
one specimen given of the way in which Mr. Glad.
stone renders the sense of an Apostolic Censtitu.
tion, and so shall the subject be- concluded. The
original words rendered into English are these :—
“We cannot pass over their audacity who, not e.n-
during sound doctrine, affirm that without sin or
any loss of Catholic profession we may withhold
assent szi obedience to those judgments and decreeg
whose object is declared to regard the general good
of the Church or her rights or discipline provided
the dogmus of faith and morals are not touched."—
This Mr. Gladstone has rendered in the following
words :~—“ Or who contend that Papal judgments
and decrees mey without sin be disobeyed or dif
fered from unless they treat of the rules of faith or
morals.” He thus makes that proposition universal
which is limited in tbe text to the general good of
the Church, to her rights and her discipline. There
crn be no doubt that the pamphlet on the spirit of
which we have commented was published, among
other reasons, with & view to bring out divisiong
among the Catholice of these realms. Yet, what.
ever painful manifestations as te individual belief
it may have elicited from some two or more who
have hitherio professed the Catholic faith, it will fail
of its aim of striking out divisions among the faith-
ful flock itself. No one is a Catholic who does not
believe the teaching of the living Church and who
adheres not with steadfastness to the dogmatic de-
cisions of her Popes and Councils. Every Catholic
since the Conncil of the Vatican is bound to believe
in the infallibility of the Pope when teaching all the
faithful what concerns doctrine in faith and morals
from the chair of authority, and whesoever does not
fo believe has not the Catholio faith, is no longer a
child of the Church, and has no right to her sacra.
ments or communion. This it becomes our solemn
duty to declare. No one, therefore, has any right in
truth or in justice to affirm that such persons are
members of the Catholic and Roman Clhurch unless
they repent and, by the mercy of God, recover the
Catholic faith. In conclusion,” says the Bishop, ap-
pealing to his flock, ¥ You who are known as order-
ly, peaceable, and loyal subjects of the realm, who
fulfil your duties as members of society, bound by
equal Iaws, because suech is the line of conduct
taught by our holy religion, will find no difficulty in
reconciling it with the claims of a higher and holier
obedience that you render to the Churck of God—
an obedience which is the mainspring of your daily
life, and, indeed, is that which gives freedom, light

aud peace to your soul.” !
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GLADSTONIAN FALLACIES.

“The air is still filled with the smoke from the
great Gladstonian bombshell. The papers still dis-
cusd that extraordinary ¢ coup de theatre” and in the
" leading journal” a controversy of sigular interest
is being carried on. It is plain that among the
couple of millions of English Catholics there are a
few gentlemen of standing who sympathise with the
O!d Catholic movement and the views of Dr, Igna-
tius von Dullinger. Lord Acten, who, it has long
bsen known, is a thorough adherent of his old tutor,
hag written a letter charged, to overflowing, with
abuse of the pontiffs, doctors, saints, and councils of
the Church, The letter bas been condemned on all
hands, and a writer in the Spectator declares that
such a shell ought, in common fairness, have been
fired from outside the Church,and not from insideit.
Lord Camoys, an Eunglish Catholic nobleman, and
Mr: Petre, a member of the well-known Catholic
family of that name, have also written to the Zimes
lotters ndvocating the ¢ Old Catholic” or Dollingerite
view of the situation.  The voices, however, of the
bandfal. of “Qld Catholics” is utterly drowned in
the loud and gencral protest raised by the Catholics
of England against the Gladstonian letter.- The
communications which .we publish elsewhere will,
we are sure, be read with the greatest interest. In
perusing them we are at every moment reminded
that the question raised by Mr. Glndstone is not at
all one of pure theology, It is in its essence politi-
cal in the widest and largest sense of the word. Mr.
Gladstone has charged the Catholics of Great Britain
with being deficient in loyalty and allegiance to the
State. I that asgertion were true, ar aven if it were
generally accepted 'as frue, it would. of necessity
affect the whole history of the English State .inits
relations to its Catholic snbjects. Ifthe statesmen
of England]really believed that Catholics qua Cath:
olics were, by the very nature of their creed, tainted
with disloyalty and treason, the next step ~would be
te refuse every concession to Catholica in the future
and to reclaim many of the concessions which they
had made in the pest. This is the gist of the poli-
ticai side of the discussion, and, bearing it in' mind
the weight and importance of such a letter as that
addressed by Canor Oakley to Mr. Gladstone will
at once be seen. The Canon's létter is marked by
all the gentleness and suavity of the man who,in
-obedience to_the dictates of conscience, laid down
a high position and splendid prospects in the Angli-
can Church—who now toile & lovid ‘and bénoured
priest among the poor of Islington, Canon ® Onkley's
lotter is an.amplification of the goed ‘old saw—"By
thefr fruits wou shall know them.” It must: now be
acknowledged that Mr, Gladstene's wonderful theory
08 to the . utter revolution which - passed: over the
face of the Catholic Church in ‘the month " ofJuly,
870, has been scattéred to the winds. '1t-has® beea
.entablistied in thé most ‘conclisive way'that the
{Vatican Council only affirmed belisfs which had al-
.ways.been held by the Catliolic’ Church.' ' If:these
:Catholic.doctrines led to dislopalty and to'a: forfelt-
ing of civil allegiance, the 'history of  Catholicssm.
.88y in England, would have shown the 'working of
sthese doctrines, . Canon Oakeléy reminds iis'that the
.veTy opposite 15 the- fact, In’oldtimes; ‘English
‘Oatholics clung te their. sovereigna *‘and-to’ their
;country.when, the hands of. the" firat: wero -stained
with Catholic blood, aud  the statuts | books *of - the
second, swarmed , with 'penal “ennctments,: " In- the
-dark days, of, Elizabeth -'the " gattord of:' Towerbill
’ tholis Bngland; yeh
onats; the'Cathollo.
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