TheChurchGuardt

UpnoLDs THE DocTRINES AND RUBRIcS OF THE PRAYER Book.

:‘ Grace be with allthem that love our Lord Jesus Christ In sincerity.”—Eph. vi., 24,
‘ Earnestly contend for the Faith which was once delivered unto the saints.”—Jude 3.

voL. XV.
No. 38.

MONTREAL, WEDNESDAY, MAY 16, 1894,

Per Year.

In Advances 81.56

ECCLESIASTICAL NOTES.

Tue present chapelin Port' Ropublic, Calvert
County, Maryland, was built in 1653, and cost
18,000 pounds of tobacco, the then Colonial ex-
change.

Brsmor TaLBoT expects to attend the great
missionary meeting of the Church of England
to be held in London at the close of this month.

Bisgor HALE, of the Diocose of Cairo, will
also be present at the same meoting, hoth of
them delegates from the Church in the United
States.

Tug Church Club of DBoston entertained
Bishop Hall, of Vermont, at the Hotel Bruns-
wick, on the evening of April 23rd. In bis ad-
dress, in response to the welcome accorded him,
Bishop Hall spoke of the Church in Vermont
15 standing between Congregationalism on the
one hand and Romanism ou the other, “ Wo

try to be a Church of reconciliation, neither

(‘alvinist nor Roman.”

Deaxy Horraan makes a suggestion in the
Churchman for the purpone of facilitating unity
and the roception of ministers of different do-
nominations into the Apostolic and historic
Church, that all ordinations shall cease, except
by the Episcopate, and such ministers be ro-
ceived by ordination in this form: “In order
that you may have & fuller fellowship with the
ministry and Jaity of this Church, we hereby
ordain you a Deacon (or Priest) in the Pro-
testant Episcopal Church, ’ other words to be
those in the Ordinal.

Bistior LAWRENCE, in his first address to the
Convention of the Diocese of Massachusctts,
sxpoke of the strength and spiritual vigour
which he found the Church bad attained
throughout the State. He said he had not found
it, howover, ** The Church of the rich, On
the contrary, as 1 bave shaken hands with
thousands after the services, I have discovered
that they are hands of working people, and
while wo may and do regret that.many work-
ingmen and women are outside the Church, and
that many, through misunderstanding, are
estranged, thousands upon thousands are loyal,
devoted and intelligent members in her
Parishes.”

Bishop Lawrence also spoke of the parish
churches of his Diocese, saying that he did not
believo the Convention had “ uny conception of
the beauty, dignity, and sometimes the richness
of our parish churches. Whero I had expected
to find plain frame buildings, I have found
churches of stone, dignified without and beauti-
tul within,”
~ Notwithstanding the report of the Special
Committee, adversely to u division of the Dio-
cose of Massachusetts, the Convention resolved
that such division was expedient, and ap-
pointed a special committee of eight Laymen
and seven Clergymen, with the Bishop, to con-

sider the matter, and report to the noxt meet-
ing a suitable division of the State in the two
Dioceses.

IS CHRISTIANITY PLAYED OUT?

The wish boing father to tho thought,
some, not only in our own community, but else-
where, seem dispored to think that it is. To-
day, however, a8 in the time of Christ, it is a
facl quite incontrovertible that the common
people hear thoe Gospel gladly. As an illustra-
tion of this, an earnest working man writing
upon tho' subject, says: ‘¢ To mo it seems as
reasonable to ask ¢ Is water played out ?' asto ask
is Christianity a failure. 'We all admit the heal-
ing and cleansing property of water, and yet 1
have known people to whom water is a total
failure, for the simplo renson that they fail to
useit.,” Ben Tillett, the labor agitator, who is,
however, at the samo time a devoted Christian
and an active worker in the Church of Christ,
says, * Christianity is not yet plaved out because
thero has hardly yet been a practival experiment
of its unselfish teachings.” And Bramwell
Booth, quoting from his father, says : ¢ The
Christianity which is played out is that which
was never worked in.”

Here, then, is the conclusion of the whole
matier, and from minds and hoarts, as well as
hands, that bave not beon living 1 the region
of theory, but in tho every-day practical fucts
of human existenee,—* If any man will do llis
will he shall fnow of the Doctrine.” What
these religious croakers, theréfore nced, to do
is to personally give a fair trial to the Christian
system which they are criticising. Such men
stand afar off and evolve their so-called facts
entiroly out of their own consciousness, they
discuss in sesquipedalian language of that of
which they absolutely know nothing, mistaking
the plaudits of the groundlings who hear them
for the approval of & truth-loving world,

Never did Saint Augustine enunicate a truer
principle than when ho said : “ I delieve, that |
may understand,” and never was therea princi-
ple loss acted upon by those who are to-day
telling us that Christianity is played out. Nover
having belioved in Christianity, much less hav-
ing put its principlea of daily living into
practice, they are in the position of one who
would attempt to write an exhaustive treatise
upon & drug, the composition of which he knew
nothing about, and with which he had never
mado a single experiment in order to uscertain
its ordinary effect upon the normal human
organism, We challenge such, therefore. to
make an honest trial of Christianity, that is of
the Peraonal Christ in "His relation to the
personal Soul, to meditate upon Iis character,
to follow in His footsteps, to pray to Him, to
adore Hir awful sacrifice,and, through the Sacra-
mental system of His Church, 1o seek a supply
of grace to help them in every timo of need. It
is the man who has never prayed who does not
¢‘beliove in prayer.” Tt is the man who has
never read the Bible with apything ofa spiritual
intent, who finds it only a ‘‘collection of writ-
ings three-fourths of which arc forgeries, unre-

liable as to facts and uncertain as to morals.”
o who speaks of the Sacramonts as * outgrown
supersiition, presorved chiefly to bring the
Church down to an ignorant man’s conception
of what a religion should bo " is one who has
never received the Sueraments with an honost
and pure heart, Auwd he who commits the
blasphemy of the ages in denying the Inearna-
tion, with all that it implies of Perfect Kxnmplo,
Spiritual Uplift and Amazing Self-sacrifico is
one of those, who, as the Apostle says: ** are
enemies of the Crogs of Christ whose end is do-
struction, whoso God is their belly, and whoso
glory is in their shame.”

To those who ask, *1s Christianity played
out 7 we reply never, to him who will use it,
for not alone in the sciences of theschools nnd
tho trades of life, butin our Iloly Religion ns
well does knowing comenlways {from doing. 1fa
person, during the joyous season through which
we have just pussed, bud offered us a picco of
mince pie; the quality of which wo wero anxious
Lo ascertain, we certainly would not have read o
large {reatio upon minco pies in order to ns-
certain the merits or demorits of this particular
piece, nor would we have commenced o sorios
ot a ‘n_rin_r_i ,ln;_-;i(_-.ul prnpnsit.i(mn upon tha ﬁx_zhjqct_.,
but wo would simply have gono and tasted it.
Why not go and do likewise with Christianity ?
* faste and sgo that tho Lord is gracious.”
Then every earnest seckor after the truth would
learn that the best way to know is to de,—not to
arque about it, but to fry it,

When at the opening of an ancient tomb, o
harp was dircovered, the archicologists gather-
ed-about and In solemn conclavo engaged in still
moro solomn argument about it.  One suid it
was ancient, another that it wus modern and
another that it was not a harp‘ut all.  And so
they spent day after day in ineffective argu-
ment, untill & grey-bearded old harper camo in
and without daring or oven caring to answer
their arguments be sat him down and spreading
his fingers over the long silent string, ho drow
from the heart of the old instrument such ravish-
ing sounds that the =hilosophers sat entraced,
As soon as tho harp was tried, it was its own
argument, not & fruud—not played out-—and it
put its defumers to silence |

So likewive will it be when the rutionalism of

othe day, mostly born of the prevalent worldli-
ness of the hour, ceasos to puss upon the morits
of our holy religion without even the formality
of a trial. 'To those of course who ure without
the slightost practical knowledge of  what
Christiunity really i3, who hold that sin s an
error of the understunding and not & erimo of
the will, that political sconomy will teach public
virtue, and that the colid knowledge of anatomy
will arpest the indulgence of the passions, Chri-
stinnity may be a failure und may be *f played
out,” but to those who know from personal
experience of the powor of Christ to refenso us
from the thraldom of sinand togive in exchunge
etornal restoration to the likeness and favor of
the Father, who believe that only by acting the
truth can the spiritually understand the truth,
and that a pure heart and righteous life are the
only two eyes through which the Christian ean
sce his Incaruste Lord; to those who huvo seen
Him for themselves, have listened to His words,
have felt His Joving sympathy and presence in
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