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the'human body-b-how .vea-how
hiable ta disease and death..

Row neeessary ta b'e re'pared. There
is n o work for device in the grave, and
no repentance there. The eternal des-
tiny of the seul depends upon the state
of préparation at the iast.hour. Yes,
the mornentous hour is coming, the
last hour; and it, is a fearful and soi.
emn one, even ta the wvisest and best.
IL wiii be an haur of parting. We
must part wvith the friends uve cherish,
the kindred we so fondly adore, wve
must -bid adieu ta the scenes we love,
and ta ail aur pursuits; and it wvii1 be
a parting af the saut and body. We
rnay strive ta banish the thaught af aur
hurnan weakness-we rnay immerse
ourselves in the business af the word-
we may drink af the pleasures af this
lifk-but the reflection cornes up; the
hour af parting is corning.

le may bc t'er, ncar. IL but' se.idorn
tarries foraid age. Most of the human
family carne ta their parting haur ini
the rnorning aof hie. IL does not always
ivait for sicknesa and disease ta wvaste
the system. For muany are ecut doivn
by a sudden and unexpected stroke.
Nor daes it in ail cases wait for men ta
prepare. ,We see mare persans leaving
the world in a sinfui state, than we do
ini a stae af preparation. Not, however,
that any have nat time sufficient ai-
lpowed them ta prepare in ; but rnany
wànt: too ruch time. They want ta
spend long lives in total negleet of ail
religiaus duties, and then have time
eaough added, in which ta prepare for
death. But the hour af partirig may
nat'be a year, a rnonth, not even-a day
distant. IL ray be the next hou r.

PRIE ?iDSIIIP.

=UIEN DSIIIP, iS the state of minds,
united by mutuai afection, and «a-
baunding in acts af reciprocal kind-

ness. There is but littie friendship in
the world, rnankind tnteflt thernseives
ta live withou t it. Sa many quaàlif.is,
indeed, are requisite and esséntLaif ta the

xistence af friendsbip, that few are, pre-
pared in the present state of Sciety'
either -te exercise or reciprocate it. A
heathe*n writer says, IlTa fire in triend.
ship is ta have the same desires and the
sarne aversions&" Thore is a.,generai
seifishness, and attention ta individuai
interests arnong men, sO that friendship
is but Jittle known, and seidorn appre-
ciated. This is ta be regretted, as it is
unfortunate far mankind. IL shauld be
the study and airh ai ail ia hoish well
ta man, ta prainote friendship in every
grade of human society; as where this
exists, there esteern and lave mnust pre-
dorninate over ail that is hateful in the
dispositian leading ta acts of benevo.
lance and kindness.

The Book ai Proverbs abounds -wAith
praises ai friendship, and wvith éncorniý
umns on its value. "IA friend loveth at ait
tirnes.1" "Thera is a friend that stickc-
e th dloser than a brother,"1 the fune
meaning af which is, that true friand-
ship is more operative titan naturai ai.
faction. "lAs ointnient and parfume
rejaice the heart, s0 doas the sweetness
ai a friand by hearty caundil.1 An~d
the genius and obligations of the Chris'
tian religion irculcate this virtue. In-
daad religion cannot exist without it..-
Thera may be the namp, and the sha-
doNv, but the substance is wvanting- And
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