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He here obtaincd universal esteem and respect by the inde-
pendent stcadiness and firmness of lis conduct, as wcIl as b>'
ability and integrity in bis judicial office. But ho became
weary, after a time, of a situation which banished him so, far
(rom the fricndships and connections of bis early years;- and
in i8ot, lie rcsigned bis office, and retired to England, on
Iiis officiai pension. This, togcther with his owvn propcrty,
and what hie bad been ablv to la>' past, made him now
cosnplctcly independent -. and, being detcrmined to cnjoy the
advantagcs of that state witliout niolestation, lie ncithcr
soughit to bc elcctcd into 1arliaînent, nor ivould hie accept
ot any public situation.

After rcsiding sonmc timie in the Temple, lie purcbased a
noble set of apartunents in Albany House, where lie died,
J-11uitr> 17. 1824. Among the deathis in the Ca,:adian

R't'Of JuIy 1824 bis is recorded iii the following ternis:
At his Clhambers, in the Albany, London, o1, the î7th of
Fcbruary last, Williini Osgoode, E-*sq., formierly Chief-Justice
of Canada, 7Ige(l 70. By thc dcath of tlîis gentleman Ilit is
addcd. -bis pension of C8oo sterling paid b>' tlîis Province
niow ceases." It is said of hiiii, Ilno person admitted to bis
intiniacy ever failed to cuaiceive for Iiii,îî that esteceni whicb
bis conduct and conversation always tesided to augment."
lie livecd, inî the enjoynient of society. universally es-
tecmicd, and neyer tenipted f rom bis resolution of remaining
free freiiîî office, exept in tlîe case of two or three tenmpo-
rary commissions of a legal nature ; whiclb, fromn a conviction
of biis qualifications and integrity, %vere in a maniner forced
upon Iiiii. In tbesc lic was joined withi Sir William Grant,
and otber great ornanients of the l'.The last of them,
îvhicli wvas for examining into the ecs of office in tie courts
of law, (iii whiclî lie wvas united %vitbi the thoen accountant-
ge neral, and lord chier baron,) wvas nearl>' brouglît to a con-
clusion at the trne of bis death.

1-is opinions werc independent, but zealously loyal; noir


