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above Montreal should be deepened 50 as
to afford the passage of vessels of the
same tonnage as those which navigate the
river, in other words, that the canals
should have a depth of 274 feet. There
is really no use in arguing against such an
impracticable scheme. Mohtreal happens
to be situated at the foot of the most
eastern of the St. Lawrence rapids, and
has therefore been found by experience to
be the proper point of transhipment be-
" tween sea-going and interior lake vessels.
It has been so found simply * because the
“ larger sea-going vessels can continue
“ their voyage {rom Quebec to Montreal,
% one hundred and eighty miles,at less cost
# per ton than would attend running the
“ smaller interior vessels from Montreal
“to Quebec.” In the year 1857-8 the
Harbor Commissioners sought the advice
of a Board of Engineers in the United
States, who were entirely disintevested,
as o the improvement of the harbor of
Montreal. . 'We think il may be interest-
ing to state the conclusions at which that
Board arrived and which are as follows:
Ist. * 1 hat the natural advantages of the
“route between the western interior and
% the seaboard 'Ly way of the St. Law-
“rence are sutlicient to warrant the ex-
* peuditures which have been made, and
% also more - which are proposed to com-
“ plete the improvements along the route ;
“and”that when thus improved it will
“present the cheapest mode of com-
“ munication, not only to the seabosrd
“but also to New. England and New
“York. 2nd. “That the amount® of
“ business which will' be drawn to the
“1oute by the advant‘ziées which it will
“ possess when so “improved, will "be
“ suflicient to warrant’ the expendxtmes
" necessary in making them » "grd; “That
“the port of Montreal is' the proper
 place for tmnsfen‘m), ca, g,oes fxom the

“ interior to seagoing vessels ;- and there.
“fore the HHarbor’ Commlsstonels ‘are
“right in their pl’u)s for deepenmg ‘the
“ channel below Montreal, so as to a]low
“ vessels drawing 20 feet to ¢ome to the
“ latter pOlt” 4th. “That the plesent
“ harbor' (.w.llmes of \[ontree.l a.re entue-
Ly in ulequ'xte to dccommodate t,he pre-
“sent trade; and llnt such an mcrease

“ as may be expected on'ithe completxon‘

“of the lmptovemenhs aheady 1nent,10ned
L will require a large addmon theleto "
5th, ““Uhat the locahon of an enlarged
“ hmbox' at l’omt St. Chm'les i the best
“ slte tlmL can, “be found i’ \fontreal
“ and Lhat the facnhtxes whxch 2 harbor at
W ‘this pl‘tce upon the plan su"gested wxll
a amply accommodate the tw.de in quea-

“tion; and hnally, hhab in our opzmon ‘ihe

8 unpxovements m the channel of ‘the

'

‘on the traftic.

% St. Lawrence ab and near \Iontreal and

“ the construction of the proposed: harbor
¥ arenot local questions, but of nutional
% importance, by which the first success
“of the scheme of Canadian public works
“ will be materially influenced.” 1t is
worthy of notice that Montreal is almost
the only port the harbor improvements
of which have been made without any
aid from the public chest, and yet Mont-
real is the port of all others which mwht.
justly claim such appropriation.

The 1mpxovement of the channel of bhe

8t. Lawrence is for the common berefit"

of Montreal and of all the ports west of
that cily, while the necessary result of
the improvement of the channel has been
to render. it necessary to deepen the

harbor and to provide additional accom..

modation for the vessels coming thereto.
Those improvements have been made
exclusively fromlocal funds, and, although
the Spectalor has referred to .votes for
Montreal harbor, we cannot imagine that
he is ignorant of the fact that the in-
terest on all bonds issued on account of
the Montreal harbor bas been punctually
paid by the Commissioners, We may
indeed remind the Spectator that the
interest on the bonds issued for the im-
provement of the river has been defrayed
out of ‘the revenue obtained by charges
What has been con-
tended for of late, in the interest of the
Domxmon is that in view of the abolition
of canal tolls by the State of New York,

there should be an a.bolmon of analogous
charges on Canadian water transporiation,

"We have- no hope of. mducmg the Spec- -

tator to take an enlightened view of this

- question; but we maintain it is not-one in

which Montreal is specially interested but

" that it is a Canadian question,

“

THE UNITED STATES PRESIDENCY.

“'We have waited . patiently for the re.

: sult of the Presidential. election in the
* United States, which we  presume may

now be éonsidergd to have been decided
in‘favor of Governor Cleveland. Such con-

" iroversies are almostinvariably conduct.
_ed in & manner that- daes little credit to
‘the nation, and that which has just ter-
]. minated has’ been no exception to the

iule.” The forecasts made prior to the

"election seem on. the whole to have been
‘tolarably corréct, the doubtful fotir Stetes
‘having beer gained by the  Démiocrats by
1t is claimed that in the’
- State of New York, which may-be said to .
"have held the balance, there were seces-
 ‘sions from the-ranks-of both parties, and

small quorltles

" hence the uncertamty and the unusually

‘counkry,

close vote. We are ioclined to coneur in

-the opinion 'expressed ‘by' Sir John A. '

Macdonald to New York reporters, during
his short stay in that city, on his way to
England, which was . that it- made little
difference to Canada which candidate was
elected. The strength of the Democratic’
party is in the South, and the peoplé of

the Southern States have no commercial i

dealings with Canada, and- have never

been inclined t{o assist in' procaring re-
_ciprocity. .
have less influence, but we have great.

"The Northérn Democrats will

doubts as to their supporting any material
reduction in their own tariffy and we
hazard the. assertion that they will take
nostep in the direction of re iprocity.:

[

- The other question of interest to Can- . .

adians is that of peace. Fortunately there

is no question at present in dispute-be-

tween the two -nations, and after ‘the
amicable settlement of the controversies’
in which they became involved during

the civil war, it is most improbable that
any question can arise that cannot be dis-

posed of in the same way, - There was a
general-opivion that Mr, Blaine was in-

clined to quarrel, but his utterances dur- - ‘

ing the Presidential campaign were on .

the whole satisfactory. - It is much to be .-
regretted that personal  charges should’ "

have been hurled.against both eandidates

“during the campaign. Both had oceupied
High positions in the service of" their -
The facts on-which the personal
charges were made must liave been known -
to the respective committees of nomiin- "
ation, which mus{have deemed them'an.

insufficient - ground for rejection. ‘“The

man who was elected - Governor "of’ ‘the ™ -

‘State of New York can hm-dly be deenied -

" unfit-on moral grounds to be President of ..
It is perhaps’ fortu-
" nate that the English and Canadian” press

have been on the whole favorable to' ‘ihe’ -

the United States.

candidature of Governar Cleveland, a8 bm'

nelg,hboxs have always been very sensl-, :

tive in regard to any uttemnces in OppOSl'
tion to their on\m views. - This feelmg was’

strongly exhibited during’ the civil wa.r, -

‘when there was, as ther's always will'be .
anong a free people, a wide différence of
opinion as to the merits of the controversy 3

but, although theve is reason’ to beligve =’

that ‘the majority was favorable to" the
North, the' national

vlslted on the whole country in’ retah- :

ation for the saympathy extended t6.the
South.,
what extent the : policy . of Governor
Cleveland will - differ from ~ that of his

-Republican predecessors, but - we have
great confidence that 1L will. be nrwked-»

by persona.] integrity. .

mdn;,natlon was -

It will be’ interesting to learfi'to ",

e



