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above Mon treal should be deepened se as
to afford the passage of vessels of the
saine tonnage as those which navigate the
river, in other words, that the ,canals
should have a depth of 274 feet. There
is really no use in arguing against such an
impracticable scheme. Mobtrealhappens
to be situated at the foot of the most
eastern of the St. Lawrence rapids, and
bas therefore been found by experience to
be the proper poin t of traushipment be-
tween sea-going and interior lake vessels.
It lias been so found simply " because the

larger sea-going vessels can continue
their voyage from Quebec to Montreal,

"one hundred and eighty miles,at less cost
" per ton than would attend running the
Ssnaller interior vessels fron Montreal
4 to Quebec." In the year 1857-8 the
ilarbor Conmissioners souglit the advice
or a Board of Engineers in the United
States, who were entirely disinterested,
as te the improvement of the harbor of
Montreal. We think iL may be interest-
ing to state the conclusions at which that
Board arrived and which are as follows:
jhi 1hat, the natural advantages of the
i route betveen the western interior and
the seaboard by way of the St. Law-
rence uare sullicient to warrant the ex-

' peuditures which have been made, and
aIso more which are proposed to com-
plete the improvenients along the route;

J and"tlhat when thus improved it will
present the cheapest mode of com-
1munication, not Only to the seaboard

"but also to New England and New
"York." 2nd. '"Tliat the amount of

business which wili be drawn to the
route by the advantages which it will
possess when so improved, will be
sullicient to warrant the expeaiditures
necessary in making thein." 3rd. 'hat
the port of Montreal is the pfoyer
place for transferring cargoes tron the
interior to seagoing vessels arid there.
fora the Harbor Commissioners are
riglit in their plans for deepenihl 'the
channel below ilen treal, so as te allow

" vessels drawing 20 feet to c.me to the
"latter port." 4th. ''That the present

harbor faciLities of -fdntréal are entire-
ly inadeacnte to acc rnoôdate. th pre-
sent trade; and tlîat suci an'ire ease
as may be expected on 'tic completion
of the impierovimentsîUreadny inétieiied
will require a large addition tiarato."

àtih. 'it thé-lécation of 'an enlt ged
lharbor at Point St dlîwies iE th best
site tLat can lbe foénd infén'réal;
and thatthe facilities whi'ch a harbe' at
this place 'upon tha plan suigesÏed 'ill

"amply accoriniod ate the trade ir ques-
tion andj, linally, that in opinionhe
imuprovements in the ciiannel ohe

" St. Lawrence at and near Montreal, and
" the construction of the proposed harbor

a are not local questions, but of nutional
" importance, by which the first success
nof the schene of Canadian public works
"will be materially influenced." It is
worthy of notice that Montreal is ahînost
the only port the barbor improvements
of which have been made without any
aid fron the public chest, and yet Mont-
real is the port of all others which might
justly claim such appropriation.

The improvement of the channel of the
St. Lawrence is for the common beriefit
of Montreal and of all the ports west of
that city, while the necessary result of
the improvement of the charnel lias been
to render. it necessary to deepen the
harbor and to provide additional accon-.
modation for the vessels coming thereto.
Those improvements have beèn made
exclusively from local funds, and, although
the Spectator lias referred to votes for
Montreal harbor, ve cannot imagine that
he is ignorant of the fact that the in-
terest on all bonds issued on account of
the Montreal harbor has been punctually
paid by the Conmissioners. \Ve may
indeed remind the Spectator that the
interest on the bonds issued for the im-
provement of the river bas been defrayed
out of the revenue obtained by charges
on the traffié. What bas been con-
tended for of late, in the interest of the
Dominion, is that in view of the abolition
of caa i tolls by' th State of New York,
there should be an abolition of analogous
charges on Canadian vater transportation.
We have no hope of. inducing the Spec-
tatoý to take an enlightened view of. this
qùestion, but we maintain it is not one in
which Montreal is specially interested but
that it is a Canadian question,

THIE UNITED STATES PRZESIDENCY.

We have waited patiently for the re-
sult of the Presidentiat election in the
United States, which we presume may
now be considered to have been decided
i favor of Goveinor Cleveland. Such con-
troversies are almost invariably conduct-

*ed in a manner that does little credit to
the nation, and that which bas just ter-

minated lias been aio exception to tha
rule. The forecasts made prior to the
alection seen on the whole to have been
toiérîably corréct, the doubtful four States
having been gained by the Démodi'ats by
small rajorities. I is claimedtLiatin the
State'of New York, which inay. be said to
have'held the balance, tiere were seces-
sions fron the ranks- of both parties, and

hence the uncertainty and the unusually
close vote. We are inclined to concur in
the 'opinion expressed b1y Sir John A.
Macdonald to New York reporters, during
his sh irt stay in that city, on his way to
Eigland, which was that it madelittle
difference to Canada which candidate was
elected. The strength of theDemocratic
party is in the South, and the peopl, of
the Southern States have ne commercial
dealings with Canada, and have never
been inclined to assist in procuring re-
ciprocity. The Northern Denocrats will
have less influence, but we have great
doubts as to their supporting any material
reduction in their own tariff, andi we
hazard the assertion that they will take
nostep in the direction of re 3iprocity.
. The other question of interest to Can-
adians is that of peace. Fortunately there
is no question at present in dispute be-
tween the two -nations, and after the
amicable settlement oe the controversies
in which they became involved during
the civil war, it is nost improbable that
any question can arise that cannot be dis-
posed of in the same way. •There was a
general-opinion that Mr. Blaine was in-
clined to quarrel, but his utterances dur-
ing the Presidential campaign were on
the whole satisfactory. It is much to be
regretted that personal .charges'should
have been hurled.against both candidates
during the campa',n. Bot hadi occupied
high positions in the service" f' thieir

.cointry. The facts on which the persenal
charges were made must hava been kidwn
to the respective committees of normin-
ation, which rhiC have deenmed thei man
insufficient -ground for rejection. The
Man who was elected Governor of "the
State of New York cari hardly be deenied
unfit on moral grounds to be iPresident of,
the United States. It is perh'aps Tortu-
nate that the English and Canadian press
have been on the whole favorable teldhe'
candidature of Governor Cleveland, as our
neiglbor have always been very sel si,
tive in regard to any utterances in op òsi-
tion tO their own views. This feeling Was
strongly exlibited during the civil war,
when there was, as the'e alýways will'be
among a free people, a wide difference of
opinion as to the merits of the controveisy
but, althougli tire ais reason to baliève
tlhat th' majority was favorable teihe
North, the national indignation vas
viaited on the whiole country in retali-
ation for th synpathy extended tdih
South. It will be interesting to leaàri to
what extent the policy of Goverinor
Cleveland will differ fron that of his
Iiepublican predecessors, but we have
great confidence that it will. be narked
by personal integrity.
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