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up my effects, I was almost utterly exhausted.
Jnst then my lust pine kuot toreh expired. But
this now gave me little coneern, for 1 had
reached & point barely twenty feet below the
top of the crater’s tim, and could see quite dis-
tinctly, as the sun had not yet gone dowu,

I hiad left the little rivalet far behind in wy
devious ascent ; so, wearily retmcing my steps,
I found it again, and, plietng in my mouth the
last erumb of the eracker, Itook a deep draught
trom  the lHmpid thod, Then regaining my
lofty perch, — not, however, without being
severely stung tv a scorpion on the way,—1
prepared for sleep.

That night | had a horrible dream. [thought
that 1 rolied froan the ledge inte the abyss.
Down, Jdown, indefinitely down, 1 felt myself
plunging, while a great sound of thuuder was in
my ears. At lenath, of all the impossible freaks
of dreamtacd, 1 linded <ately on a ledge, with a
moderate bump, which merely awoke me. 1 was
lying on my back, aud started up in alarm, for
I eonld s ¢ no stars above me. All was inky
blackness.  Good heavens ! The dream must be
true,  Surly the heavens fiad fallen in with a
vengeance.  In my first confusion, 1 argued
that perhaps I had fallen so far that the stars
were ont of sight ; but just then a crash of thun.
der amnl a vivid tlash of lightning apprised me
that the blackness overhead was ouly a tempo-
rary freak of the elements.

Atter awaking from anether and longer nap
in a dienchieg rain, 1 was further alarwed 0
find my lett hand so swollen from the sting of
the ~corpion that U could use it culy with the
greatest ithenlty. 1 also discovered, after
due toil at the rocky roof overhead, that it
would be impossible to etfect an aperture suth.
ciently large ro admit the passage of wy body.
The rock through this was iike adamant. After
et offurt I succeeded in piercing with wy
ste-lpeinted pick a small ho'e, and pushed
throuch it sll my eflvets, but could not follow.
The wily wey of making the asceut was to pro-
jeet the rope through, so that it would hang
over the bodge, then to secore it by the bandle
af the ek under the hole, then olimb up over
the brink of the lrdge by means of the suspend.
ed cor-. 1t was a fearfu? thing to contemplate,
—dangling again over that frightful pit, —while,
in my present weary and faint condition, with
a disabied hand, it seemed almost impossible ;
nevertteless, it was the only chance, and |
nerved myself for the attempt. Slinging the
rope thiough, and securing it, } swung over the
guich with a prayer for deliverance on my lips.
Bv ureat vffort and indescribable pain from my
suffering hand, 1 succeeded in climbing to the
coveted ledge, where | sunk down moaning and
breathless,

But [ was now so high up that I could look
over the verge of the nit almost to the roots of
the envircling trees.  To my amazement, 1 dis-
covered that 1 had emerg @ alnost at the very
spt where 1 had left poor Hereford and the
perfidicus Mexican at the time of my descent
inic the pit, in which I bad remained three
days and four nights. From the [act that | knew
iy ascent had not beeu made in a straight line,
I argurd that 1 must have performed the com-
plrte ehicuit of the crater once, perhaps twice,
in the course of my devious windings.  Thespot
wrhence | had been lowered down befor: lowered
down bore many indications of the terrible
stensgle which minst have ensued before Gonzago
had succeeded in overcoming and flinging his
vi tim into the abyss.

Now, leaving my implements behiud we, by
a grest effort 1 threw juy heavy bayg of gold far
up and beyend the smooth, treacherous green
slope 5 then I clambered up, with a profound
shudder at the horrors [ wis leaving bebind, |
had not crawled more than half-way up the
brief, funuvel-shaped slope when | leard a fierce
“Caramba [ behind me, and, turning my
head, while I clung to a cactus with both hands,
I saw the inlernal Don at the edge of the oppo-
site pine.skirt, taking deliberste aim at me with
Wis rifle. With the instinet of a guiliy soul, he
Lad been unable pesmanently to leave the scene
of his fearful crime, but had probably, haunted
the guleh like a spestre, fearing that the ghosts
of the dead within would rise and bear witness
against him.

He fired, but, in his excitement or terror,
missed me entirely. My belt still 1etained its
never-ahsent kuife and revolver, and the presence
of that infernal wretch nerved e with the new
incitement of vengeance.

By a desperate eflort { serambled up before he
could get another shot at me; but the blood.
thinty ruffian was around the pit and confront-
tng e as soon as | ogained the skirt of trees.
Emaciated and Jdisabled as | was, without a ro-
1ent’s hesitation, and without a word, I caught
my kunife and closed with him. He was & man
ot prodigious muscular power; but vengeance
rerved me with ruperhutvun strength,  Neither
party expected mercy. We were at such close
qquarters that neither of us could, for the instant,
e n weapon,  Prief but unspeakably terr.ble
was that stiuggle on the verge of the hottomleas
abyss. At lergth I telt his fresh and well-fed
musele overcoming mny wasted frame. [ felt
Inm Lifting and bearing me to the horrid edge.
The agonizing thought of being again precipit-
ated into that perdition of durkness inspired me
with electric volition and thews of steel. With
a vell, which must have been heard for miles, |
got my swollen Jeft hand on his windpipe and
closed it with 4 deathly grip. Then, as he re.

Jaxed his clutch, I got n & blow with iy knife,
then another, apd he rolled from me toward the
verye of the chasm. Regaining my own balauce
ouly with the utmost difliculty, | saw him stay

his desceut for one instant by clutching n
prickly-pear bush, while he glared at me with
eyes in which hatred and horror commingled.
Then, as the weight of his gms;]) tore the shrub
from its tendrils, he disappeared.

[ beard the echoes rising from the depths of
the pit as the body clove its way downward,
bounding from ledgo to ledge and displacing in
its fall loose stones and masses of earth, the
sounds dying away faintly and more faintly still
till all was silent.

Faint with hunger, and overcome by my ex-
traordinary experiences, [ sought wmy ritle, which
1 had left in the thicket before my descant into
the pit. 1 found it, together with poor Here.
ford’s, aud managed to shoot a great wood
grouse. This served to app-ase my ragivg hun.
wer; and then 1 lay down, overcome, to sleep
a sleep of many hours. It was full blazing day
when 1 awoke.

I never heard what became of Gonzago's wife
aud child. They were not at tha platean where
I had left them, though the donk:y and mule
were ; and they were never seen at Qphir
again.  Like enough the villian murdered them
both.

Reaching Marysviile, at length, in safety, I
passed a few days in rest, but never uttered a
word of my adventare. To wake my way home,
to leave behind e the horvers of the gulch,
and never to lure thither, by tales of its trea-
sures, other victims, was my set purpose; so |
passed from the mountains to the coast a silent
man ; nor was my silence on that one theme
sgiin broken until to tell ta poor Hereford's
wother the awful story of her :on's burial in
Seorpion Gulch.

OYSTER AND CLAM FISHERIES.

With every recurring sesson the wholesale
cost of oysters and cluns is noticably enhanced,
To this date keepers of restaurants and eating-
houses have been able to supply the public at
prices which prevailed for many vears past,
The day, however, is near at hand when the
patrons of the-e establishments must be pre-
pared to meet a largely augmented taritf on their
favorite roasts, stews, and bruils.  Apart from a
growing scarcity due to the inereased demand
for honte cousumption, we are called upon to
supply annually to foreizn cousumers 1housands
upon thousands of barrels. It is not to be won.
dered at that our oyster beds promise soon to
rival the se of Furope iu barreuness. The efforts
miade abroad, regardless of cost, and under the
protection and care of energetic governments,
to encournge and foster the artificial propagation
of oysters have been attended with »such slight
success as would lead us to suppose that at-
tempts in a similar direction in this country
will be productive of even less satisfactory re.
sults.

Where in Europe there were formerly hun.
dreds of square miles of oyster beds, here there
are thousands ; consequently we may hope for
a few years longer to epjoy the ovster at & price
whick will not be entirely prohibitive, The
demand for this bivalve, however, is here so fur
in ex-ess of what it was in Europe in the best
years of its oyster beds than no comparison can
be instituted on which to base a surmise as to
the l-ugih of thine nrcessary for the total ex-
haustion of our sources or supply. Whereas,
abroad, oysiers were always more or less a luxwry
for the rich, here they are consamed, either
on the shell or cauned, in every hunlet of the
lapd from Maine to the Pacific coast.

S[u far back as 1860 ten million bushels were
anoually taken from the Chesapeake alone, To-
day probably thirty million bLushels are with.
drawn from the sawe b-ds.  No natural increase
can keep psce with such on exhan tive demand.
What scieptific research may develop in the
futare in regard to the artificial propagation of
the oyater can not be foretold. The results so
far attained do not present a particularly encou.
raging outlook. One locality is very much like
apother in the rmonotonous similarity of the
eriminal an i reckless treatment of our fisheries ;
consequently in citing the care of the Great
South Bay of Long Islund we tell the story of
then all.

When the Duteh retired from New Amster-
dam, and the English secured possession ol the
entire territory of Long Islaud, large grants
under royal patent were given to fuvored sub-
jects of the crown. Some of these, where the
land touched the edge of the numerous bays
which flank the south side of the island, carned
with them the proprirtary rights to the fishing
and fowling of the adjacent waters.  So slight
a value was placed by the proprietors upon thege
privileges that in one case the right was relin-
nished, in favor of a town on the edge of a bay
twelve miles long and two broad, for the sum of
eighteen doilars, Coulil this privilege, later on,
have heen sustained and protected, 1t would
have brought to the owner a prinvely revenue,

In certain cases these original rights to the
owaeiship of the products of the bays anl
estuaries were retained by the descendants of
the first proprictor. This has given rise to
litigution, to which vo eud ax yet can be secn.
Could the owners of these large tracts have
forescen the destruction of what })romisml to be
of inexbaustible proportions ¥ No one compar.
atively a few short years since could imagine
that the wagnificent native oyster and clam
beds of the Great South Pay should ever come
80 near to barrennesy as is the case to-day. The
actual dinappearonce of the oyster from these
waters might have already been accomplished

J

bivalve on loased lots uuder water hay for a
time pasponed the evil hour.

Before the demand and consumption of the
oyster berame so enormous, & simple method of
taking this bivalve was employed. The use of
tongs was universal. Under its dispensation
the exhnustion of the beds was practieally im-
possible. The opening of new and profitable
markets required the employment of more expe.
ditious of tiking the oyster from its bed ; con.
sequently the dredge-—a bag-net with heavy
iron juws, towed in the wake of a powerful sail-
boat—was introduced. If this instrument sim-
ply seraped up the oysters it would not be so
harmful ; but for every oyster that it captures
the heavy iron jaws presy to destruction a dozen
into the mud. Throngh the use of the dredge
the European oyster heds have bucome barten.
For Long Usland fishery showed no signs of ex-
haustion before the iutroduction of this trap,
Imm diately following upon its use the price of
oysters commenced to advance from forty to
sixty eonts a tub (rather more than a busheD
to two dollars and fifty ceats for the same mea.
sure. This increase in price, it is, however,
but fair to say, was somewhat accelerated by
the necessities of the foreign market, which
absorbed the catch of the South Bay in prefer-
ence to that of all others, from the faucied re.
semblance of oysters from this locality to the
European sorts.  Notwithstanding these de.
mands the price of the ** Blue Points " of Loug
Island has not enhanced in proportion to that
of oyters taken from other well-known waters,

It has been suppased that the plauting of oys-
ters on lots under water, protected and cared
for by particular owners, would in a measure
restore the prosperity of the oyster fishery of
the Great South Bay., As & set-off to this, oys.
ters when planted as indicated appear to be
subject to perils which du not awail them ou
their native beds. Diseases and vigorous foes,
which were less destructive to the native beds,
render this new industry of oyster-culture as
precarious a crop as any grown on the land. A
drought is as fatal to it as any agricultural oper-
ation, not in the actual destruction of the oys.
ter, but in a loss of condition from the lack of
supply of fresh water from the numerous streams
flowing into the bay. A rainy season is followed
by a crop of fat and tull-lavored oysters, while
during one of light raiu-fall they are tasteless,
aud mere bags of water. From the washings of
the streams the oyster secures the food necessary
for its full development and nourishment.  Mo-
dern ingenuity has devised & remedy against the
ill eflects of a dry season. The oysters are
placed upon floats aud covered with fresh-water
heated to a proper tempersturs by steam. A
few days of this treatment transforms a tlabby
and watery oyster into one of aldermunic obe-
sity.

While the cultivation of the oyster by plant-
ing has up to this time been moderately success-
ful, it remains to be yeen whether in the near
future, in the face of the exhausting of the na-
tive beds, it will be able to meet the enormousty
increasing demaud.  With the experience of
the yearly enhancement in the price of oysters,
it will be safe to say that those raised by culti-
vation will not Le more than sutlicient, as is
the case to-day in Furope, to supply as a luxury
the tables of the opulent,

The future of the bard-clam fishery iy even
more depiessing than that of the oyster. For-
merly that of Long Isiund was famous. ¢* Little
Neck ™ held with clams ths same significance
as ** Blue Point V' did with oysters. Moreover,
it possessed an elastic expansion which enubled
it to cover a large area of territory. We have
clams to-day simply beciuse they are not
dredged, but taken with tongs, or raked on flats
left here by the receding tide. Were they na
reproductive ag the oyster, there could be no
f-ar of their disappearance for years to como.
Unfortunately the waters in which they are
taken are limited in extent. A brie” statement
will show the decline in this fishery. What is
said of the locality mentioned will apply to all,
The clam beds in the Great South Bay of Long
Island were once famous sources of supply. Ten
years since n geol daily cateh for one man fish-
ing with tongs from a boat was five thousand
clamns, slightly more or less. These soll frow
ten to fifteen cents per hundred. To-day one
thousand clams per man is a good average, and
sell at the rate of from twenty-five to thirty-five
e-nts per huudred.  Coney Island and similar
resorts absorh during the season vast unmbers
of clams, Moreover canning factories have been
establirlied, These send to all parts of the world
steamed clams, or chowder,

We can not eat our cake and have it tos, or,
in other words, we ¢sn not supply with oysters
and clams the immense and growing popalation
of this country as well as that of foreign lands,
To accomplish this feat we shall need & more
intelligent care and supervision of our fisheries
that has been accorded in the past.

Gastox Fav.

BECUOES FROM LONDON.

London, July 28,

Mux. Hawers is compiling a Chuueer Birth-
day Book. It will be published this nutumn.

Tue, Suvage Club had a grand dinner an Sat-
urday last, and welromed several Amarican re-
resentatives of the Lotus Club of New York,
"here was & great deal of mirth heard, and wit

were it not for the fact that the planting of this  and wisdom spoken.

Tne Lady Godiva procession at Coventry on
Bank holiday has been fully arranged, nm{!.hc
lovely rider engaged.

Loup AstuvsurNuaM, failing to obtain the
price  he  asked fromy the French Govern.
ment, hay, it is said, decided to dispose of the
MSS. to the highest bidder.

Tuk prico of Mr. Bereton's ** Biography of
Mr. Irving,'' with seversl illustrations, is to be
fifteen shillings, but there will be « throe g uinea
edition de luxe.

Tur restless and the everlasting workers aro
agitating for a delivery of letters on Suaday.
Let us have one day ol pease, in the nony of
holiness and wislom.

RecENTLY an elegantly bound copy of the
Holy Scriptures was presented to Mr. Story
Maskelyne, ML P0 So singular a gift to an Ox-
ford don has caused many to wonder what ato
the motives which prompted the selecion.

A NEW * Peerage " by Mr, Jamnes E. Doyle,
isin the press. It will show the succeswon,
dignities, anl oflices of every peer from the Con.
quest down to 1372, and will be illustrated with
portraits, shields of arms, and fac-similes of aun-
tographs.

Tur King's road Promenade and Ewt CLfl,
Biizhton, have been beautified and wlorued by
anumber of evergreeny, which now wive a rural
and fresh appearance to that ratherarid looking
bit of the grand olid town.

The structural alterations that have heen go.
ing on for some time at the back of the Mdelphi
Theatre give great facilities for stage « 1F ets, and
have been found very useful in producing the
old favorite piece, ** The Streets of Londen.”

Now that the model of the Duke's statue is
more developed, it appears that it is intended to
pluce it with the face Jooking straight through
the Horse Guards’ Arch, which certainly will
give the colussal statue every possible chance of
approval,

WhiLe mentioning the prowess in -hooting of
the Scotch at Wimbledon, it has not been abe
served that they also brought out a new military
fashion. Several mewbers of the London Scot-
tish, bare of knee, came covered with respect-
ably proportioned Gamps.

InviNg Bisior, who has been creating so
much excitement in London, i3 well-known to
many older citizens of Now York, from the cir-
cumstances of hig birth and youthful tronblex.
His father was at one tinie a millionaire.  His
mother was a relative of Washington Irving,
after whom the son was named.

Henr Mujesty is undemtood to have lwcome
possessar of two hawdsome sedan chairy, formerly
the property of Queea Charlotte, which were to
have been included in the sale of the cificts of
Princess Marv of Cambridge aml his Royal
Highness the Duke of Teck.

THE Corporation of Grimshy have decided to
wesent the Duke of Connaught with a Lage gold
ey of elnborate workmanship, sod to the Duch.
esy and Luly Eleanor Honeage, who will plant
trees in the park, will be presented gold and
silver spades as souvenirs of the event.

AT Glasgow, on the 6th of September, Mr,
frving will be entertained at dinner by the Pen
and Pencil Club--a local Bohemian set, Like the
 Savages.”  Another semi-privute dinuer may
also be given to the distinguished actor in Lon.
don before he leaves for good.  Mr. Toole is
moving in the matter, but nothing is yet set.
tled.

A HaNnsoME picee of plate has been presented
by Lord Waveney and the Right Hon. AN,
Ayrton to Mr. Lennox Bovd “on behdt of nuny
members of the Reform Club, in recogiition of
the serviees and sacrifices he mads in resisting
the attetpt to interfere with the right of the
members to decide upon the admission of candi
dates,”’

Atas the whole Civil Service s agitated,
In one department detectives have heen om-
ployed to tempt the oflicials with drink and
ciuars in order to test their superiority to off'rs
of the kind. The bead of another department
has sent round demanding from every official
personally whether he communicated inportant
public facts to a member of Parliament,

THE “ Merry Duchess’’ increases in popu-
larity, oand the eclegant little Royalty conse.
quently is brimful nightly.  When town goes

out of town and country arrives, the folk trom
the provinees will doubtless be drawn to this
house by the wide.spread fame of this merry
piece, aml by the renowned grace and sparkie of
the fascinating actress, singer, and manageress

—pretty Kato Stanloy.




