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Tre electric light is
progress as was ot first
1s o mysterious silence about the further
discoveries of Epmsox, and in Paris the
“JasrovukorF electric burners have been
replaced by gis.  The fact is that while
the electric light will do for special occa-
sions. its use for domestic purposes or for
reading is not es yet what it should be.

not making such
imagined. There

WE sincerely trust that - the Printing
Committce of Parliuzent will take ener-
getic action in regard to what has been
apypropriately termed the Printing Scandal.
A searching ventilation of this singular
business would be in  accordance with
public opinion, and if the result should
be the cancellation of the contract, we
“ehoutd all feel that we are breathing a
purer atmosphere.

Trr Sabbath-breaking question iz going
to he decided in Toronto, as it must some
day or other in every one of our large
cities. For the past two Sundays there
have Leen sacred concerts at the Royal
Opera House, and the lessee and manager
have in consequence been summoned to
Cappear before the Police Magistrate to
enswer the charge of keeping a disorderly
-hiouse. - It is onesign of the times that, on
both evenings, the house was crowded.

Tuat there is grievous distress among
the workingmen of Ottawa is undeniable,
but it is puerile to hold Government as
a whole responsible for the misfortune,
whatever individual politiciaus may have
promised in election times. = Mayor Mac-
kintosy is doing his duty iike a man in
" endeavouring to place the most of the un-
einployed in the hands of contractors on
the different public works. He hasaiready
definite promises ‘of work - for about 150
heads of fumilies. L

Divide ef inipera is the maxim on which
“DBritain seems determined to act in the
‘cnse’. of ~Afghanistan. . The - country is
going - o bo  dismembered.  Southern
- Afghanistan, with Candeher as capital, is

to be a dependency under British protec-
tion ; Eastern Afghanistan” the same, with
Cabul as capital. These two dependen-
cies are to be garrisoned by native troops
under English officers, inore Indico. Herat
will go to Persia, or rather Persia to Herat,
and Mervy will probably be formed into a
state under Anglo-Persian guarantee.

Arrer‘all the noise that has been made
it would appear that the opposition to M.
pE Lesseps’ ship canal will vanish into
thin air. That gentleman has been ex-
tremely well 1eceived at New York, where,
in the breezy and emphatic way of great
men, he laughed at the idea of any poli-
tical complications arising out of a merely
private enterprise. He further intends
zoing to Washington, as a private citizen of
France, and assuring the President of the
¢orrect relations both between the Ameri-
can Republic aud the progress of the
Inter-ocesnic Canal.

MR. Torvp has just published a new
work on Parlismentary Government in the
Coionies. Much space is devoted therein
to the thorny LETELLIER case, and the dis-
tinguished author helds that while a
Lieutenant-Governoris directly responsible
to the Governor-General-in-Council, a re-
straint had been put by the British North
America Act on the prerogative right of
dismissing a Lieutenant-Governor. It fol-
lows, of course, from the premises that
Mr. Topp regards the removal of M.
LEeTELLIER as ab variance with constitu-
tional law and precedent, as well as con-
trary to the spirit and intent of the DBri-
tish North America Act.

IT will be remembered that in his re-
markable Midlothian campaign, M. Grap-
STOoNE spoke rather equivouvaily on the
crucial question of Irish Home Rule. Hoe
has since seen fit to define his posi-
tion more clearly. Hence we have him
at Marylebone, on last Saturday, dis-
claiming any friendship for Home Rule,
and declaring that the unity of the Empire
and the anthority of Parliament must be
maintained independently of every other
consideration. e, however, deprecated
all angry judgments  against the Irish,
not forgetting—to use his own words-—
““the abominable conduct the country had
been guilty of toward Ireland for many
generations.”

MORE WONDERS.

This is the age of marvels and there
seews to be no end of them. Referring
ouly to the past two or three ycars, we
have had the Phonograph, Telephone and
Audiphone, with their various improve-
ments and multitudinous capabilities, and
now we are confronted by the Diaphote
and the Telopticon.. The former is the
invention of Dr. Licks of Pennsylvania,
and the latter that of Messrs. CoNxoLLy
and McTicue of Pittsburg. - Both inven-
tors claim to transmit the picture of the
speaker over the wires along with the
voice. ~ The Diaphote consists of a receiv-
ing mirror, the transmitting wires (of
which there areseveral),a common galvanic
battery and recroducing speculum, It is
claimed that with this instrument and the
Telephone friends might vot only speak
with, but also see each other across the
expanse of ccean. Railway men might
see hundreds of miles of railway track at
once, and by the aid of photo-lithography
the great Eunglish dailies might appear in
New York several hours befors their pub.
lication ‘in London. “The Telopticon re-
quires-only one wire, which is an advan-
tage. It claims to transmit the- physical
wave-force of light eleciticaliy, and that
instantaneously, thus reproducing from one
point to another any. Written or printed
document, even the entire side of a news-
paper..  The reproduction” of images’ 1a

‘| said to be the result of chemical chang:s

well-known " to  all photographers.” The
image of the object is gent in diminutive
size-and magnified at the receiving. poiot
to the siz» required. Botb the Diapliote

and the Telopticon are s yet only in their

“heard.

| takes Parlinment will, therefore, probably

infaney, but it requires no great stretch of
the imagination to picture the day when,
as the Post-office will be superseded by the
Telegraph, the ordinary Telegraph itself
will be displaced by the Telephono and its
numerous scientific corollaries,

THE SALVATION ARMY.

We are used to.hearing the life of man
called a warfare upon earth and comparing
the church to an army in battie array. In-
deed,the military idea dominates all our re-
lations with the spiritual and the unseen ;
but it was reserved for an enthusiastic Eng-
lishman of our day to take up the idea in
a practical spirit and carry it out literally.
Thisisthe Avmy of Salvationand its express
purposa is to march against the Devil. As
a contemporary informs us, its organization
was begun fourteen years ago by a man
named Booth. T'wo or three years ago it
worked its way into public notice and is
now recognized as one of the many Evan-
gelical forces of England. It seems to
have its share of toils and tribulations.
Its commanding ofticer and his captains
and lieuntenants have been arrested and
punizhed for blocking up the highways,
and causing public commotion inconsistent
with the peace and dignity of the Dritish

nation. Persecution, however, as we are
further told, has only increased the

following of Booth and his folluwers, as is
indeed always the case. There are one
handred and twenty-five army corps in
the Army of Salvation, distributed into as
many stations, and one hundred and
eighty officers.  The army is divided into
“Gospel  Cavaliers 7 and % Hallelujah
Lasses.” Booth is the commander-in-chief
and issues all the orders.  His stunding
orders and regulations are said to be privted
in a book of one hundred pages, and it is
the general guide at all the ports and
stations.  He also issues oceasionaily an
official mazette called The Wur Crir which
gives the army news and incidents, aud the
progress of the march, We may not smile
at all this for Booth is honest and sincere.
He respeets all Christian sects and preaches
the Bible pare and simple. He holds fast

modern theology.,  His chief strengmth is
in the factories and collieries, and his in-
fluence is great amonz the working classes
generaily,  He troubles no one, interferes
with nobody, and does his best to Jo
good.

THE PROGRESK OF PARLIAMENT.

Parliament has entered upon the third
week of the session and must be congratu-
lated on the progress it has made. No
time to speak of has been lost in useless
debate =0 far; and the Ministers have
shown a commendable readiness in bring.
ing down their measures.  All, or neatly
ail, the Departmental Blue Booka have
been laid upon the table.  Three or four
important measures have already advanced
a stage or two, while an uwpusual number
of questions put to members of the Go-
vernment have been answered one way or
the other. A disposition was manifested
from the first to rush through the bill for
the Repeal of the Insolvency Act, on the
plea that the suoner the obnoxious mea-
sure was done away with the better. It
has been found out, however, that the
commercial world is not quite unanimous
in favour of repeal and in consequence it
has been judged wise to proceed withalittle
mere caution. It is evident that Govern-
ment cannot control-the will of the House,
which i3 classed in a large majority fur
repeal, but they may so guide the pro-
ceedings as to allow  all “parties to be
rd. The bill tending to legalize mar-
ringe with a deceased  wife's' sister, or
with a brother's widow, is dealing with
delicate subject, but one that hiad ‘sooner
or later to be squarely met. . There was ‘a
nice point made by both Messra. Duake
and- AnpoTras to how far the Dominion
Parliament is authorized to adjudicate in

the promiaes, the forms and appurtenances

of - the ‘marrisge 1ite being clearly within
Provineial jurisdiction, - . To prevent mis-

confine itself to declaring the validity of
such marriages.” Tor fuller particulars on
‘this . and- other points: of ‘Parliamentary.
proceedings we beg to refer the reader to
our vory able and velianble correspondenco
from the seat of Government. '
There is relatively little difference in
the composition of the House betweon thia
year and last, but tho accessions are such ag
to inecrcase the presiige of that body for
talent. ~ Mr. BLAKE is a great man, whose
return to the scene  of his labours and
trinmphs was hailed by the pladits of
both sides, led by the Right Honourable
Premier himsell ; and since he took his
seat he hag mixed actively in all discus-
siong, his apecch on the Supreme Court
Leing in his old manner of  massiveness
and graudeur.  Ilon. Mr. AvpoTr is also
n notable acquisition, heing second to
none in legal learning, while his literary
culture and parlianientary experience place
him in the front rank of our public men.
We are glad that the Hon, Mr. Mackes-
z1E has not been disturbed in the leader-
ship of the Opposition.  Of course, we
have no business 1o medidle with the inter-
nal factios of any party; but we may be
allowed to say that Mr. MackeN2Ir has de-
served the gratitude of his followers by
bearing the bardens of office . and the
brunt of slefeat in their name, and it seems
only gracions that he should be allowed 10
retain his position.  The Conservatives

t . 1 Mardonald jeroposcd
to the anctent beoks snd  will not hear of | NN

mave a lesson which ouzht to be remem-
bered, when, in the datkest hour of their
Piall, and when he himseli requested i,
tthey unanimously refused to allow Sir
tJony AL Macvusarp o retire from the
teadership,

THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT.

{BELIEF FOR IRELAND-— MR, MACDAMNNELL'S APO

LGY — [NSOLVENCY CHIMINAL LAW—KAlL
WaAY VOMMICS ONERS — KAMINISTIQUIA
HAUBDU o M MIGRATION-~ ELECTION LAW
e VEINPING CONTHACT SY3TEM-—SUPREMFK
COUnY, Lol Lo

(From (ur Specfal Currespondent.)

Orrawa, Feb, 28 -0On Wednesday, Sir Johin
s address, which waa
unanimousdy vored, lora graut of $100,000 10 be
placed ot thedizposition of the Goverune at for
a contribntion trom Canadaste the Trish Relief
Foud,  Althiugh the vate was passed npani-
won by, there were some remurky made. Mr.
Mackenzie expressed a hope that his Canadian
grant shoukd not b wad ax au instrament to
ihefranehise poor Jrish voters, as he umlerstocd
that these poor people fn- Io-janl who received
Inperial aud werw deprived of their votes,  Sir
Yohn Mavdonald explained that uunder the pro-
visions of the Tapenial Pror Law, persons wha
recvived atd as panpers vonld not vote, but that,
of eaurse, a coninbntion from Cavada could have
1o rviation ta this any more thau any other gift
from whroad. ) )

Lmmediately after the Irish vote, Mr, Mac-
donnell's case catne up, wnd & somewhat curionsly
worded written apology was masle by him at the
Bar of the House, Phe apdogy was ample, in
sofar as it related to the House of Commons
weell s but in so far sa related 1o My. Hunting-
ton, the wards wsed,. as | appreliended them,
were not anly uot an apology, but an aggrava.
tion of the ariginal affence, nnd this also kppear-
ed to hure heen the nuderstanding of rome of the
memberd, who contended that it anght not te
be received 7 but the gpeat majority of the mem-
lers thenght it ought, and %0 this view was car-
rvied - without divisien,  Almost nothing else
could have been ¢xprsted from the House as at
present constituted, and the fact jicoved, what
intiminted in a paevious letter, 1{):1: it woas.a
matter ef very doubtful prudence tu bring thia
question up ot sl It is alwavs 80 eusy to
make an avoidance on nany desired point, when
yott have. a Jarge party majority, :

There nmm:n'u(l to be no oppositian in the
House' to “the principle of My, Colly's Insol-
veney Repeal Bill; atany mate it passed through
its early stages and went into Commitiee with-
ont Lang os)posud‘ The only. question which
avose bad relation 10 the estates which would be
exclnded by the Lill, ~ At a subsequent s tting
of the ITanse the Bill was passed theougl. Com-
wittee, aud its precise effeet is to repeal the
present fusolvent Law and wll the laws which
that Act repeals; save-and except only in tha
cases of such eatates us have alrendy passed into
the hands of an ussignes, All suéh cases are to
bo completed nnder the present law. :

. Twoimpaitaut measnres were introduced o
I‘uw:sl.l_\'—muu by Mr, Blake, for more summary
dealitg with eertain bardened eriminaly, inorder
Letter to preventgrime ;- and the other, by Mr,
MeCarthy, for the appuintment of a Court of
Railwny Comumissioners ‘for’ Canada, who ‘shall
have power Lo deal with ol railway. questions

other than thoge relating to the simple manage-

i ment ot the lines by their respective boarde et



