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THE HARP.:

House of Commons, He had no Lrother, no
aephew, no otie nearer than o first cousin resid-
ingTaway in Westmeath—Mr. James Arthur
Dease, of Turbotstown, who had been rejected
Ly his own constitueney quite recently when he
offered himself as a*Catholic Whig Imperialist.
1t was decided by the Kerry tervitorialists that
the spirit of the Hebert-Kenmare” compact en-
titled Lord Keumare to give away his family-
seat to any relative or nominee; and so Alr:
Dease was announced as the new member on
the ‘Kenmare family side, for’ Kerry county.

Popular indignation was, o{ coursc,mtensc, but
it was ns ittlelregarded by “ the high contract-
ing parties” in Keumare House and Mueross ns
would be the murmurs of a human ¢argo in o
slave dhow. Suddenly, however, there appear-
ed upon the scene an opposition candidate with
the banner of Home Rule unfurled, = He was
hailed with a cry of rapture from the Shannon
to the Roughty. How deep and passionate was
the love of the national cause in the hearts of
the priests and people of Kerry was goon seen
by the welcome given to the youthful champion
of Home Rule. And who was he? Scurcely
morc_thun a boy in years, though truely a man
in brain and heart, and in brillinnt intellect ; a
#ward of Chancery” indeed, barely a few
months past his majority ; n young Kerrynjnn,
born and cradled on the? wild shores of Cahir-
civen, now a student in Oxford University,
where, by his gentle and zmiable character as
much as by his attainments as » scholar, he had
won the warm friendship of his fellows, and the
marked estcem of his superiors. Such was
Rolund Ponsonby~Blennerhassett, the - young
Protestant Home Raler, -who, with a quiet
modesty and dignity, yet o resolute fearlesshess,

came forward {o tear to picces the “ family com-
pact” that yoked his country in mean thral-
dom, and to praclaim to the world that in Kerry
the might of the people—the people alone, un-
friended, nay, deserted, or betrayed by those
who should have helped and led them, but who
only confederated to ussail them—would win a
victory for national flu.dom worthy to live in
Irish history. -

For a'long time the confederated - territorial-
ists gnly daughed at'this ¢ mad” attempt. - But
it bz.g,nn to be clear that not only the people
but the Catholic cltrgy were ‘dead againat the

L [annly compact” and in fivourjef Home Rule.
" Phen was' cast mto the scalé against the people

an influence whl(,h it wes ‘cttiel 80 to use. . The

" Catholic Bishop of hcrry Most Rev, Dr, Moria-

try; fushod into the politionl sremm with an elve-

tioneering address in favour of ‘the: Kenmare-:

family-nominee, and against the Mome Ruler;
and his lordship soon made it plain that be

meant to fight along with his confederated ter-
The people were
not for a moment disheartened ; no doubt being -

ritorialist allies a 'outrance.

sustained by the knowledge that at least fours

fifths of of the clergy were at direct issue with
Dr, Moriarty as to his Whig-Imperialism,

The Kerey struggle now began to attract the
attention of the Three Ningdoms, Iere was
great Catholic counsy called to choose between,
on the one hand,
backed by the Catholic bishop and some priests,
and by all, or uearly all the landlords of the
county, both Catholic and Protestant; and by
Dublin Castle with all the power and influence
of the Government through magistrates and
placemen and ofticials, great and small—with
all its power to terrorise by bayonets and jails,
and fines and arrests and prosecutions’; and alt
its power to corrupt by places and gifts and
sitaations.  And, on the other hand, Mr. Blen-
nerbassett, a young Protestant, unkuown to
fume, backed by no territorial magnates, but
relying solely on the peoples devotion to the
national cause,

# Now," said all men, friends and foes, . here
is a réal trial of the hold which Home Rule hus
on the Irish mind;” and, accordingly, the
Kerry contest grew to be the event of the duy,

In this eritical juncture of aflnirs the Home
Government Association decided to throw its
strength into the struggle ; and o depuiation,
consisting of Rev.J, A. Galbrajth, F/1.C.D,,
Mr. A, M. Sullivan, and Mr. John Overington
Blunden, B.L., were sent down from Dublin to
aid Mr, Blmncrlmssctt’ candidature, - Before
the day ofthc election arrived Kerry county was
in a stale onl} to be paralleled by that of Clare
on the eve of O°Connell’s election. The shout
of # Blennerhassett and Home Rule!” became
the watchword on the highway, she salutation
ot foir and ‘market, the grecting of friend to
friend ; in the . silent watches of the night, in'

the wildest.and most remote glens and valleys’

of that wild region, it might be heard like the
distsnt signal of the chamois: hunter on’ the
It was then, too, thab the personnl chug<-:

Alps.
cter of Mr, Blennerhassett iturned out to be,
voung us he was, a familiar story.

“God bless you, Mr. Hasselt,” said a pwsant
woman who rushed out of her w'lysxdc cottage,
holding up her little! child to'see. him, * God -
bless you; sir |

Mr. Dease, s devout Catholic, :

Lveryone
loved him for his pure, gentle, kindly nature.-

"1 have no-vote to give' you,



