but the \'oluspu closes with the u-nsnhun- as-
sumnce of lhe ultuuatu n.stor: ion ol all lhm"-s,

At lnst cmcr"eq froint thie oeait

At eartle in every purt Bourishing,
The entarncts ffow down ¢

“I'he eagle lies nluft,

Al t‘\kcs the (lsl\ tnthe mouul.mh. X

" The Asae muct ln‘hln Valle, .
And ik of the worlt's great cnlamities s
Aud of the anclent riowe of Fimbultyr.

things done, the womlerful dico

Arve found gilt In the grass,

Which thuse of the former days |w~=e~1-n.d.
“Phere are tiebls without sowing :
Afladverse things are become progperous,
allur will ¢ome aguin, -

R
: A lall stands brighter than the suy, -
veont L Covered with gold in Gile, R
T “here virkuous peoplo shail dwelt;
Aud for ages shall enjoy every soud. )

}
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The sx.eoml or . Resenian denx  systeniatic
nmpuulum\ of 'the luuue :1tis the! \\olL ot
SNOTTo Sturlcson the most lumous ‘of the mxm_)
Teelindic_ historiuns, chietly known: by his great
" work, the Heinskringln, which reconds the nnnls
of the wucient Seundindviin kings. 1tis writings
are unu.x;e lm\d energetie in- sty le, and’ e\\m. ‘u’y
fumiline m‘.quummnu. ) l‘olelnu litéragur
these iskinders had nuny opportunities of a quirs;
ing information:: merehy mt-alnpa from! dxsl-mt
lxmds visited them overy summer, ind lu,quem])
remained with them thronghout the winter. Awd.3
theie skalds, itis not to'be furgatten, were nobles’s
' and warriors, anld were received by the sovereigns -
i+ wham they visited, with every markof honornnd:
distinetion.  The nanies of nearly two hundred’$
ure on record, who distinguished themselves in
; the three conturies thut followed tlm fivss diseov-'§
ery of the islund.

Thus it pleased Divine l’rovukm.c that \\hllc
‘the’ rest of Buwrope lay in medieval durkness, a
“pure - and noble literature should illumine this
| harven un(l solitary islend.  Ilere was. the lone

sanctuary, wh\l:.: all srownd wos superstition and

Lloodshed. . Christinnity. brcm.hcd here o purer
atmosphere, . "Lhe sulucuunn of Jeeland ' to the’
<Dapad Aee. Was never complote: -in 5o romoté & re-!
 iont the; thundevs ol the . Vutu.un \\cu: disre-:
’ 'urdcd. iThe wild and pex\ceh\l ]nu.epls of the §
\Lvuxlul religion nsstmed u ready swuy over o
. -thouvhuul uml humanized. community, alveady

pre-tisposed, for their 1'u,cplmn. Delore the wr-
Crival of the first missionur, related that lhe

lm-lu'm or chiel muﬁi:hmc of -the 1<l1m|

1 All-fader;"—to which awful being none n

q tating our winds: il o Ty ol divine light.”

2t

clm'*

“the liand of death’ upan lum mlm.an.d his fl jinds
‘to”earry bim into” the  open air, that he might
look upon the sun, and so dic blessing the. grent
Gol whomade it. ~Fven in theirancient '.U\eon'—
ony, they desetibe ‘all things, gods and men, as
depending on the will of one supreme Deity, lhc

>

Ampute the attributes or filings uf ]nnnunuv'
Their early ceremonics werenot, indeed, instain-

ed by eruclty . supmittlmn, Lt these were of -
 brief continuance, -Arngrim Jous, in comment- .
ing on these matters, obsérves : * These things P
have been related, not in vain, or to disgruce my 7
nution; but that we, the descendants of these men,
; mny be exvited to’ consider seriously Liow mueh
i we gwe to the divine goodness which has (reedus
J from this move th.m(,nmnen.m urkness, ilumis="

3 Such was the pure; fmlh of the Jeclamlers. . Lue -
ihul’ olden age wus \‘np\dl) drawing ton close,
“The sun ol their prosperity was to set'in elouds,
and every kind of calimity was’ to hcmld and ht..-
tolcen thiv. fall. .\lun"‘ with, thun' vizou
clasticity of spun, i
when the istand buuun Y 8
ruteof Vm\\n) : ’l‘h
i e middle of hé
ll.cn(lc(l and foliowed hy alt* {m
\ulh the uulcpumluncu of Iu:lnnd its lulcl'uy_‘
llus hu(l dupm'l.cd l..u-lhql v

i
r
t
‘,

t]
§
wis dm\\u\ul' ilh'ulouds G(“(ll tuml‘, vuuL
lotrors of thdic. own Tabled Nifellieim sucmul
transferred to tho cayth: muteorie five salls sty p-
,u(l the pluce of stors, aud the wind momed
] through the darkness like the watlings of u con-
’, demnerd spivit.  Some of the hll!s,m is suid, were
7} uprooted from thele andhoiling fountains
\ st out where rocks had atood hufu - Hecla

nml the tevtible Keikianes \\m_ in {ull m.uuly-
; the niv was shaken with rcpc.nul ‘thunder-
" storms: and ice from the consts of Gwonl.wmlmﬁ
“neenmulated in mowntsing muud the shore, Lust
“and worst of these horrers tame: the pestilence. :
1 That do=ul.lun'r plugue, the % bk death,” which
} had alrendy covered g0 many tanids witl niourn- -
i iug, ‘was now sunmoned Nither, aud swepe off
nearly two thirdsof the inhabitants, With afive-
ting fidelity tho relutions of the plague-stricken
rn.uuuuev.'l with lhnm to the Tnst, - -Ilence the:rav-
‘age wus tcniuld The people died by lhouimuls
beside their own rumcd and; prostrato Lmln
Alonv‘ the, buuuulul intand \'ullna, nlnn" the muLh
lm od hOlncblLlll\b of their fathers, all was voiceless
and dead—all save the irrepressibly plmms of be-
- reayed uud u"om ul hunmml) i .
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