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but cruel; they do not throw a sanctity around
buman life, but they destroy it; they do not create
terror among criumials, but they do produce an
indifference towards life, and a recklessness to-
wards death 1

The represion of crime is a second advantage,
which our opponents contend to be a result of
Capital Punishment. Do the extracts ve have
rmade confirm this assertion i We again anticipate
the reply, and unequivocally answer-no. Can a
scene which brings pickpockets and burglars, and
perhaps murderers, together-a scene which they
run after with the same anxiety as they would
for a fair, or the theatre-a scene during which
they amuse themselves by singing songs, and
occupy themselves by picking pockets-can sucb
a scene be called a represser of crime I Could
the execution at Devises claim a moral character,
welin its only apparent result was the appre-
hension of two men and a boy charged with pick-
pocketing i Could the execution at Ilorsemonger-
lane Gaol call itself a represser of crime after it
had brought all the c4iminals of London together,
and enabled them to pilfer with comparative secu-
rity, and had witncssed the thrcat of one woman
to murder another, though she should swing in
consequence from the same rope whieh was then
holding the lifeless body of ber namesake i And
we further enquire-can any execution justly
claim botter results? Is it natural, is it reason-
able to suppose, that an act which afford criminals
amusement, and enables them to commit crime,
Can iave a beneficial tendency upon thoir minds,
and induce them to reform their conduct 1 Is it
likely that an act which las always created vice,
can lcad to virtue 1 Is it likely that an act, which
bas often given birth to crime, can sow the seeds
of piety I Nu 1 As well May we hope to extract
cold from heat, or light from darkness, or purity
fromu impurity, as to expect that Capital Punish-
ment will ever repress crime. Oh I benovolent
Pbilantbropists, who try to improve society by
the gallows I lot us assure you tiat you nover can
succeed-that you can never reformi some men by
destroying others-tiat you can nover make cri-
ninals Christians, by hanging murderers I

We must now approach the party himself, who
stands convicted of a capital crime, and consider
the abolition in relation to himu. In doing this,
We shall firstly enquire the degree of punislinent
which is associated with the law in the cyes of
criminals. A love of life, on the point of losing
it, is instinctive to all, but thoro are, nievertheless,
Ilany, whîo, in lifo, have no fear of death-whose
norals are so dopraved as to bc incapable of
understanding the consequences of a deprivation of

" Those who make laws belong to the higeisAt classes
of the community, among vhom death is considered as a
great evil, and an ignominious death as the greatest of
evils. Let it be confined to that class, if it were prac.
ticable, the effect almed at may be produced; but it shows
a total want of judgment and reflection to apply it to a de.
graded and woretched class of men, who do not sci the sagnc
value upon life, to whom indigence and hard kibour are
more formidable than death, and the habitual infany of
whose lives renders them insensible to the infamy of the
punishment." Benthani, Rationale of Punisiment, B. Il.,
ch. 13, sec. 3, p. 195.

t l It appears, however, to me that the contempLation
of perpetual Imprisonment, accompanied with hard
labour, and occasional solitary confinement, would pro.
duce a deeper impression on the minds of persons in
whom it la more eminently desirable, that that impression
should be produced, than even death itself." Dentham,
Rationale of Punlsnieit, B. Il., ch. 13, p. 194. "l leason
enneura with humanity, in condemning punishnients
of this description, (lianging,) not merely as being useleqs,
but as producing effects contrary to the intention of tie
Legislaturo." Ibid., ch. xi., p. 1"0. Uleecarin expresses
similar sentiments li his "Des DClits et des Peines.a
Ch. xvi., p. 112.
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life. Amonrig these are four-fifths of tli-e wh
compose the class of cririnals.* Their want ;f
education, thteir ignorance of religion, tieir -
tution of moral restraint, render thrn unable to
experience the solemni feelings of a pis rn,

when ho thinks of the grave. If death dis,
create a pang, it is not from a thought of the plae
to which their Creator may cOnsign thleml, but for
the old associates, thec old Liaumis, andl the ol
amusements, which it will deprive them of. The
great majority of then have, upon enquir, e .
fessed their ignorance of the simpleo truth, of
Christianity Can we wonder then at the apatly
and the indifference which they display upin thc
scaffold i Oughît we to expect that their punih
ment, awful as it may seen to us, shgould Lave
any effect upon them 1 " In »iner-en ca-es out of
twenty>," wrote the author of Old P>ailey experiec,
"there is no truc repentance-mosýt of tlim ii
carcless about their former mode ,f life, or of ti
world to come." Surely then, if our belief of the
priceless value of a soul is sincere, we ought
seriously to consider the abolition of a punishment,
which cannot benefit the injured party, which does
not benefit the injurer, which is opposed to the
Bible, and injurious to the best interests of society.
If, for hanging we substituted imprisournent, these
evils would bc removed.t If, instead of hurrying
an ignorant sinner before his Maker, we allowed
him to live until his Creator saw fit to deprive
him of life, thon we would show a greater respect
for human existence. If, instead of hanging a
colprit, we endeavored to reformi him, we would
show a higher estimation of the value of his soul.
Let, then, society change the law, made, as it


