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_ BUSINESS! NOT TALK.
In proposing that “heréafter the city
councjl should adjourn at 10:30, Ald. Munn
is credited with baving made the follow
ing saplent remark : “There is no hygienic
reason why we should stay longer; even,
the eloquence of Ald. Humber coulq not,
keep people who wish to hear the business
of the city transacted, any later,” What a
pity that this consideration did not\gtrike
' the aldermen bpfore ‘his! It is the most
business like tHdught that seenia to have
suggested itself for a long time. If less
timie be allowed for talk, there ought cer-
tainly to be more time for work, and that
must be done even shouldnot the aldermen
have the opportunity to air theireloquence
and got off their little sét speeches which,
report says, some of them are accustoméd
to prepare in advance and adapt to any
topic that comes up. However, they may
find that they are inaugurating this
‘reform a little too late, as the moyement
for the complete reorganization 6f the
council on  business principles, it is

reported, is Bg great headway.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
hid ®

** WoRK or Bread !” is, it Is said, going to
be the cry of the unemployed worknlen in
the British. metropolis, who threaten to
take part in the Lord Mayor’s showgn the
Oth prox, and subsequently hold ar ing

in Trafalgar Square.

AT a meeting of the London. Oot.,
Board of ‘Trade, a communication was
read favoring some return by the Govern-
ment to the people in case of loss or
damage to registered letters, or packets
of any kind. The idea was endorsed by
the members, coupled with the auggestivn
that the Government be asked to reduce
the pastage on local or drop letters from
twq cents to pnecent,

Tuk * Soclety for the Encoutragement of
Domestic Industries” is the name of a
recently formed organization in Montgeal,
the objgct of which is to promote the
.8uccess of the various industries of the
Province of Quebec. Such a society]
would doubtless find a good fleld for
operations in the Province of British
Columbia where organized action of the
kind contemplated: would have excellent
effects,
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Trr Order of Fraternal Quardians

another Anterican “benefit”™ organization

has dectded to give up business. It was}-

organised in 1899, in Philadeiphia, ‘and
grew with atértiing success until the
troubles in the Iron Ball’and other kin-
dred associations tame on. It will be
interesting to know how the beneficiaries
wiil come out o the present tangle., This
in anather fnstance of the promise 10 pay
$200 for $100. - '

It would seem acvordisg to Montreal

advices t there s a disposition om the
part of Amdrican tea merchants fo clear
out

atocks of all availpble parcels ot
common Japans, and oné large Chicago
house has become & purchaser of several
thousand . packages st prices which
Moatreal firms evidently regard as high.

{this year the fall

Thesc teas have been-shipped to Chicago

.| by boat, and as the buyers are credited

with being shrewd observers and oper-
ators, the transaction is accepted as an
indication that values are going to ad-
vance, especially as the goods are aﬂ of
Jast year’s growth. s

SiNCE the passage of the pew Ca:uadian

Patent Act there was considerable delay
in the issuance of the necessary papers,
the necessary models for which it stipu-
lates not- having been réeady. However,
dtg_ing the perfod from Juiy 20 to August
24 last there were 483 patents issued, of
which {02 were to Americans, 06 to Can-
adians, 38.to people of Great Britain, and
35 to Germans, leaving only 32 to people of
other nationalities. [t {s anticipaied at
Ottawa that durink the fiscal year ending
June 30 last there will be issued a thou.
sand more patents than the annual aver-
age.
& —_—
AT the quarterly meeting of the Board
of Trade the question of more adequate
insolvency laws was discussed, and a
committee appointed to wait on the
Government and ascertain what wkemedial
legislation the province would be fn a
position to grant so as to protect mer-
chants against dishonest and unfortunate
debtors. On Wednesday the committee
wilted on the Premier and Attorney-
General, who was unable to give them
,much eucouragement, his opinion being
that a general insolvéncy and bankrapt
law was necessary, which would have to
be passed by the Dominjon Parliament.

IT was abnounced the other day, but it
was almost as soon denied, posslbiy in
bardly as emphatic and convincing a
manner as will satisfy everybody, that the
president, editor, and one-or more of the
dtrectors of a paper published in West-
minster *were in Victoria seeking to be

| subsidized .with & view to converting

their serial into a Government immigra-
tion organ, This was followed by the
sudjoined paragraph in the Colonist .—
** Mayor Townsend of Westainster denies
the statemsnt that the Commonwealth
are going to start & morning paper. The
only connection they will have with it _is
in theit capacity as job printers.” Does
thia mean that once more New Westmin-
ster is to have a morning Ministerial
paper and that the Kenpedy Brothers are
not to be allowed to have the field alfo-
gether to themselves ! This may, too, be
& ootice to quit to Mr.J. C. Brown, M.P.P.

THE official statement of busineas.fail. ]
ures in Canada and the United States for
the nine months ending September 30
shows that in Canada during that period
there has boen a satisfactory djminution
in both the number and amount of com-
mercial fallures. For the pine raonths
) ed 1,287, whth
Uabilities $8,250,000, and assets $3,900,000,
centrasted with 1,398 in 1801, liabilities
$11,000,000, and asssts $4,612,000. It is
worihy.of nove that in'the @ited: States
the comparison ir quite as encoursging, it
{ndeed, not mare so.. ® sbe number
of failures for the nine months ended
September 30. was 7,378, tompared with

the liabilities fell from $138,811,000 {n 1881
to $76,071,000 at the close of last_ month, a
decrease of about 44 per cent.; the asaets
decreasing from 71,751,000 last year to
$30,200,000 in 1892, .
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" DiscussING the question of municipal
taxation, the Winnipeg Comumercial re-
ferring to the plan In vogue in the Prairfe

to contribute excessively to the civic ex~
chequer and permits others who should
contribute quite as largely to escape with
a merely nominal tax or perhapa no taxat
all.  There i{s no pretence at equdlity.”
Something in this sense was the deliver.
ance, the other.day, of the organ of the
Siogle Tax Club, which cited a number of
business instftutions of more br less im-
portance-which were all subjected to the
same ijpost-as a condition of their doing

siness In Victoria.
Commercial's sotution of the gdifficnlty
would no doubt supply the remedy de-
manded, which is to compel all to cantri.
bute in proportipn to income or profits
fro'n their business. ‘.

3{:&. JAanes M. MAC'UL"N,WbD has been

in order to presert a report’representing
the Canadian side of the case, has returned
#0 Ottawa, and Is to have a statement
ready the first week in December, to be
presénted to the arbitrators, to whom will
be submitted the Canfdian and American
pretensjons. It will be a somewhat curious
thing to see how far the findings of the
American naturalists, who have also baen
inquiring intg the subject, agree with
un. Ir-nay be well to

discredits the story, it having boen agreed
pt the beginning of the season that
nothing should be published untif after the
reports had been formally presented to the
arbitrators. It may be semarked thst
while Mr. Macoun was tn Victoria he
kpew nothing, he was absolutely as dumb
as an oyster.

A CASE of more than local interest is
likely to tome before the courts in Quebec,
A clerk in a prominent dry goods house
bought a quaatity of liquor, for which he
q'ud by weans -of & promissory note,
which is pow due and.xiapaid. The note
has Seen protested, and the holder has
decided to place it in suit. The maker
has refused to pay it on the grounds that
the liguar soid him was smuggied, and
shoulid ‘the (R0, to court important
fevzlations will be made implicating well-
known citizens, inctuding it ts sald a
heretofore suppoeed upright lumber
merchant. So much being slieged it is
to be hoped that the authorities will
take stepy.to’get at the bottom of the

even thongh the. parties<to the
oontroversy should happen to
arrapge matters. o cases like this ihe

line let the chips. tall ‘where they may
“Upright” commercial scoundrels arefar
worse than those whom every ome ig

8,808 1n the same périod inst year, while
. . % . Vo
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accustomed to suspect.
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City, says that *‘ the sy stem is exceedingly-
unjust, because it compels certaian citizens

up in the Behring Sea, studying seal lite,
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To them the ~

Government's motto should be “thew to'the -




