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3 QUESTIONS OF THE DAY,
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OCHARILY AND POVERTY.

“Mack,"” 1n Saturday Night, .n the course
of an article on the ups and downs of life,
cnters Into a dlscusslon of problems that
for years have been worrylug the life out
of men of charlitable proclivitles, m  an
attempt 10 soive¢, and stil they are no
nearer solviug the problemr of poverty, for
it keceps pace with all tac cfforts to sup-
press it, than they werc at the begluning.
Charity to hwinanity brs been the cry all
the tlme. And charity to humanity re-
celves, and still bumaalty cries for food,
clothlng and shelter. What is wauted s
something more thar charity; the bestow-
al of alms Las Lcer. a fallure an? always
will be. Stop thir perniclous practice for
2 month, and it won't be long beforo tte
probliem of peverly is settled, for Justice
will then have to Le granted instead.
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IRISH LAXND LEGISLATION.

The demand for iaud Iaw reforms com-
ing to the fore In the Irlsh agitation .8 a
sign that the friends of the Irish race are
coming to thelr senscs.

So far attempts Jn that qdircction have
been on bebalf of the tendut farmer, nnd
not the actual worker, wn) scems 1o aave
been overlooked. The great landlord wnas
to be removed and the tenanrs ercated into
smaller landlords over the workens. ‘Tbdat
would help one class at the expend: of ap-
other, brt would be of no use to those
most In need of help. To k2 the nanuval
value of land by taxatioa wettld remove
the territorial landlords without establish-
ipg others in thelr places, and wousl ieave
the workers the results of thelr work. 4ue
people of Ircland should realize *hat a !and-
lord taklng of the products all but ¥ nare
subsistence will e the same whether he
operates over 100 or 100,000 acres, or whe-
ther tho men tkey vote for go to Colicge
Green, Westminster or Hallfax.

A TALSE TOEORY.

A few days 8g0 & number of retall mer
chants met together to discuss measures
for better proicction of their Interests,
which, 1t appcared %o them, required a
dnastic course of action to malotain, ewing
to the growing cxpansion of the depart-
mente] establishments of the clty, which
are rapldly absorblog the busioess and
trade, to tho distdvantage of the smaller
storckeepers.  Quito naturally of these al-
Cected, general condembation of the e
Dartmentsal storcs was lndalged 1o, cutlee-
1y overlooking the mmaln causcs contrlbat-
ing to thelr present condition, So far as
Toronto is consldered, one-balf too many
storns are In oxistence. In no clty of
cqual size -.ud lmpnstance, and ia many
clties conrlderadbly larger, are there any-
whero aecar the number of peopls occupy-
fng stores xnd trylog to do buslocss ns
thore are Jn Toronto. Thesc peoplo cannot
anll make & docent living, even If the de-

—— .+ et e

partmental store was abollshed. To cone
aemn and attempt to restrlet the large
stores, 18 Chevaller Thompson wants to do,
peatise mmny  small buxinesses are Lelug
swallowed up by the Inrger onex, would
be just as absurd and ridiculous as any
attempt made to stop the wanuficture of
labor-saving inventions. It Is quite true
what  the many laborsaving  appliances
adopted In latter years (and the department.
al store {8 Included) have displaced Ilabor
and have multiplled the difilenlties of get-
ting ewployment, and 8 a couscquence in.
troduced much happiness and much misery,
Wit neverthelexs no nuin I hix  proper
senses would think of looking hiere for u
solutlon of the labor problem,

A I'ROSPEROUS STATIS.

In several of the remote states fn Ger
many, a custom Jong maintalued by the
Inbabitants, has Leen the cotservation of
the forests, the oll wells, clay plts, coal
flelds and mineral ores, for the henefiy of
the whole people. The revenues derived
from these sources have alwags bheen large,
and more than encugh s recelved to satls:
fy the public requirementx, without lpos-
fog any forw of tax upoa the people of the
community.  There IS 1o poterty or destds
tutlon exlistlog, aud every person has an
wumal - oppertunity  to ctuploy  Winself,
The reason for thls is because the
scurces of nature are not, and cannot be
held idle, to the excluslon of those who
desire to work. How these German states
deal with labor-saving appliauces I do nat
kpnow. But In vlew of their control of the
natural resources, the probabilities are that
the question of restriction never arises. 1t
Is qulte possible. though, that the state,
recoguizing the advantages and dlsadvan-
toges of Iabor-saving Iaventions, and the
great power that onc man can wield tn the
community by contmlling such Inventions,
pays to tle inventor a lump sumn of moncy
%0 forege Lls Interest forever, the state 1.
medlateiy allowing the Invention to be
wade public property.

Year after year. as 1 have watched the
nmcthods and practices of our charltable
lnstitutions aud the benevolence of many
kindly dalsposed persons In onr midst to-
wands the needy and destitute, it has often
crossed iy mind to Inquire why it Is that
the cliaritably Incllued do not LIGI SR
slder the direct cause of the poveriy of the
masses whose conditlons they are trying
ineflectually to amellomte. No soonﬂ: are
the conditions temporarily Improved for
sotie of the unfortunate when almoest tm-
medlately  another batch of unfortunates
wust e treated similarly, and & is con-
tinnously bappening, dAay nfter das antd
year after year, and still there is ne per-
ceptible dimioutisn In the number requir-
log the elms of charity. Is It not time that
those who have the welfare of humanity
at icart should try seme othier experiment ¥
It wust be apparent to almoat oversone
that men wonld not lower themsclves by
seceptlng charlty  If there tvere olhier
meang at band whereds they conld llve.
Then there must be s cause Which keeps
*o many wen idlo and in poverly. What

Is 1t ¥ That I& tho question which ghould
be disengscil. When that is doene and the
aniwer is found the duty twcomes clear—
the cause mosat be removed.
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NO ESCAPE FROM LOGIC.
Dr. McGlynn—=1f land mnf be pri-
vately owned, then God is the father
of & few, and the scep-father of ait the
rest.

OBNOXIOUS TAXATION,

The persistence with which the taxation
of personalty Is belug pushed 1n the Court

of Reviston by a1 mistaken enthusiast of
sequal® taxatlet, Is worthler of a bLetter
cause, It cannut Le galusaid that the ef-
furis of J. B, Joliisun, whe I8 prosecuting
the personalty asxessment, has been alto-
aether uisuccessful, ‘Chie facte show that
a greater amount of personalty has been
hiled upon = == in previous years. This
may satlsfy  these wWho  aln to reach  all
formg of wealth, but on the other hand,
the real cfforts resulting from the pressure
brought to bear In assessing personalty
wmay be of a character which will prove
(njurloux, pat only to *‘persondlty taxerx,
but 1o the oty as well.  Aleeady the Indle
catlons show this to Lo the caze, apd par-
ticularly In thix year's assessment.  When
the case of Beandimope & Co. came up lu
the court, Mr. Beandimnre volunteerced the
statement that mther tuan go to  the
trouble of appeallug and having o expoxe
bis wWhule bLustne=s, he preferred to be as.
seased.  He further remarxed to the court
that “Iif yon go on as you are dolng, Iu
enforelng thix personalty ax, yen  will
drive all the capital ont of Toronte.” Thix
statement needs Utle  enlatement. It
states the vase a8 to how Selld bustnses
men view this question. The centinuation.
of persenalty assessaient wlilt have e des
sired result. ddar cheeklng inadustey, an?d
foreinz canltal te go clsewlere,

Goe reasan why the city of Montreal Is
a more desttalile place for business inen
and mannfacturere, Is, heaause It Impmses
no taxation on personalty. 1 weo will pro.
it by the oxperiences of Tayamte during
the last ten Fears, we  shoulr, scek to
chunge our whole system of t aatlon with-
ent Jdelay  The fact {2, senres of mannfac.
turers have practically been Jdriven out of
this city and fermad to avecept the betted
itduremientn offered i other places, The
ntremiptn te levy on capital unnoceegsarily
may be frultful In quite the proper direes
tion after all.
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