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Pastor auf People.

{¥or the Preshyleriun)
Tue Pnor xud Their Olaims.

RY REY, K. W. WAITS,

I msy not be ont of place at this season
of the yoas, and espacially in thess ¢ hard
times,” whed we hear so wmuoh about
¥ fiunnoial depression,” to remind the
Chrirtian poopla of our own commuuion of
therr duiy inrogard to the poor. Liemem-
by the poorl Thei are ut your doors.
They sliver alony the streets in the biting
air. Some of them are wtraugers, strug-
gling 1 their fieat desperate efforts to mako
a start in this strange land.  Some of thom
have beon hiora but & fow weoks, and yot
thoy have Juad their childzen—sume one,
Bowe two, eome three—~beside our dead.
Taey aro full of sorrow; their money is
spant, and thoughts of thoeir rst Christmas
amongst strangers como gloomily. Run
out and gee them. Ask your ministers
where they are if you do not know, There
are others: widows, whiso huebands have
fallea by their sido; tho «fll.oted, whose
heaith Las fled; the wretchied, who are al.
most without hope. @od bas an errand to
evory onoe of these, He wanis you to go
on thai errand—Will you? Never mind &
few dollera; money laid out at Christmas
{ime to bless others, will be the best invest-
mont of the year. Obrist has placed Him-
golf bohind every poor wretoched human
being, and from their very misery His voico
comes: * Inasmuoh as yo hiave done it unto
ono of the loast of theso, yo have done it
uuto me.”

I prooeed to lay down lhreo or four plain
statemonts or propositions rogarding the
existenco of paverly.

Tiret of all X remark that poverty ¢s a
national wecessity, In evory cominunily,
however well orgunized, or however
wealthy asa whole, there will be persous
brought under sudden misfortune, unex.
peoted bereavement, or some other canse
which brings them und.r the Necessity of
being aided by others, When speaking of
the poor, I wish to be underatood to mean
those who are 8o situated as to be obliged
to have recourse, more or less, to ohar ty.
A working man in fall work and fair wages,
whois able to maintain himself and hie
family comnfortably, according to their posi-
tion'in life, and besides that, to Iay up &
trifle against a day of siokness, cannot with
any propriety be called a poor man. In
one sense of the word he is so—he iz not &
weelthy man; but no man is poor who has
onough for his present wants, and a trifle
to apare to meet & falure casualty, And
thus I exolude altogether the great bulk of
the working olasses from such a definition.
For although in one poiut of view they
may be poor, yot in another they may be
as indopondent as people with fifty timos
their incvme, and in many respects perhaps
more 0. It is thorefore of thoso absolute y
in need that we now speak, in stating that
poverty is & national necessity. Sickness

ill somotimes ocoms unoxpectedly and
prosirate the sixongest man. The father
of a family may be struck down by death,
or inoapaocitated from labour, angd his family
reduoced to & position of dependence ; then
there are those suiden and unexpeoted
flnotuations in trade, againet whioh no
amount of forethoaght and care ean fally
and effeotually provide. Besides thia there
are waifs on society, porsons whose bodily
strength is not up to the averagé mark, or
whose mental strength is not sufficient 4o
meet the requiroments of their position,
and who, therefore, are to some extent, tho
objeots of pity rather than of blaw-~, Tuere
Are some of these everywhere—poor, ghift.
lees, unforiunate sort of poople, their fibre
isnot suffoiently stronﬁ or tough to be in-
ocorporated into the working fabric ofsocisty,

and therefore they are thrown off as waste,
They must not be totally disregarded ; they
must be kindly helped and supported.

I observe also that poverty is a providen
#al ordinance. “1t is God," gaith the
Beripture, “who sotleth up une, and putteth
down another., Itis He that maketh poor,
and that meketh rich, who bringeth down,
and raiseth up.” The Psalmist remindg us
that promotion * cometh neithor from the
east nor yo! from the south, but God is the
judge, He putteth down one and Hesgetteth
up another.” Observe, it is not said that

#He levelgiall. The levelling dootrine is no-
where to be found in Soripture, neither is
it compatible with common penge, If the
incqpaes of all persons in Canada were
levolled to-morrow, wonld their incomes be
equal on Tuosday? In four-and-twonty
hours a great diversity wonld alteady have
appear~d, Some would alrendy have got
more, and others wonld bave foolishly spent

a great deal of what they had; and befors | £

a twelve-month was over, all traces of
equality wonld have completely disappear-
ed, The loveling doctrine may exiat in the
dreams of some political theorists, but it
cannot oxist in tho sober contemplation of
any one who knows human nature, Poverty
18 & providential ordmance, for it ig a part
of God’s will in the arrangoments of society,
that tho emotions of com assion, pity,
tondornosg, solf-denial, and e arivy, shoald
find thewr adequate scope. A community
in which all persons were situated exaotly
alike, us 1t regards tomporal affairs, wonld
be a most unfavourable placo for the exer-
cise of some of the choicest and most beanti.
fol Obristian virtnes, A country that is
one unvarying dead lovel, is much less
beautiful lo lock upon than ono which is
diversidied with hill and dale; und go 113
with human society. The ineqaalities of
rank and position are beautitul to look
opon ; they are ordained by God. Tho rich
and the poor meet together, the Lord being
the Maker of them all. If thoro were no
poor, no needy in she land, we wouid
speedily become either brutes or stoios—
foll of hard unfeclingness, and without
sunfficient excroise for those goutler and
more unselfish virtues whioh form one of
the most jmportant developments of the
Obrietian character, Well, but you will
sy, surely yon do not contend that all the

verty that oxists is & divine ordinance ?

srtainly not, if it arise as the reanlt of ex.
travagauce or overirading, of drinking and
dissipation, or of licensiouaness, We con
baedly apeak of it then as a providential
ordinance ; Lat, at all events, this much is
$rae—it is God'sordinance that punishment
should follow vios, that the sinner should

. s

he made lo feel bis min, It ix God's ordin-
aonco that if any will nod work neither shiall
haeat, aud that ifany will be wasteful and
dizsipased, bo shall be plunged Into Iisory
thersby. In thal souse, poverky whioh ia
to be greatly blamed, may be locked npon
as buing the appolutmans of the Alpi-hiy,
Norara we to refuse to reliove aven t1 >

For our Heavonly Father is kind ove
the unthankfol and the ungratefal, oaus.
His sun to shine upon tho evil and
grod, »ud Hig fraltful thowera to desoenc
upon tho just and apon the unjust,

I rewark in the next plage, that poverty
1s no disgrace. It may fndoed be disgrace-
ful whea it has avisen from somo of those
oanres to which I have just alluded, but in
itself thera iz nothing disgraceful about if.
One of the proverbs of Solomon wsy help
ud here—*'*A poor man is botter than a
liar.” It is bettor fo be poor through
spoaking tho truth, than to be rich through
Iying or any kind of fraud. ‘A false bal-
anco is an abomination to tho Loxd,” and
tbough wealth may flow in as tho resalt of
dishonest doaling, yot such woalth *shall
perish through evil travail, and though hand
joinin hand the wicked shall not go ua-
punished.” Thoroe istoo muoh tendenoy in
the presont atato of gooioty to worship
woalth, Bucoess in life is too muceh hold
up a8 the mark of whioh many poople
should aim. In addrossing sohools, in ad-
drossing workmen, in addressing assembliss
of young porsons, it is grievous to see how
often they are pointed morely to succoss
as tho good at which they should aim.
Now, it is far better to point them to vir-
{nte, to honesty, to uprightness, and to
intogrity. In nine cases ot of ton worldly
sncoess will follow ; but supposing, from
some misfortune, or some providential ap-
pointment, that it should not follow, ¢ Bet-
tar is he that walketh in his nprightness
than he that is porverso in kis ways though
he Le rich,”

Observe, again, that poverty has furnish-
ed mamy shining instances of excellenco.
Some of the wisest and most sagacious of
mankind sro found amongst the poor, It
is true that tho counsels of the rich man
are more likely to be listened to, and on
this point wo have a very instruotive lesson
in the book of Ecoleriasies, the niath chap.
ter, and the fourteonth vorse—* Thero wag
a little oity, and fow men within it, and
there came & great king agaiust it and be-
sieged it, and built great bulwarks against
it. Now, there was found in it a poor wise
man, and he by his wisdom delivered the
oity. Yetuoman remembered thatsame
poor man, Then eaid I, wisdom is better
than strength. Novertheless, the paor
man's wisdom is despised, and his words
are nof heard.” True cnough is thig to
buman nature, though three thousand years
have pagsed awny since it was written,
They wore glad enough to avail themselves
of the ekilfal soheme of the poor man, and
bad he been in a different position, they
would have crowned him with honour aiter
the city had been delivered. So it is even
now. There is too much of 2 tendency to
despise and undervalue the poor and the
humble, yet amangst them are fonnd some
of the most shining instanses of every ox.
cellonce. They not only possess wisdom
but many other Ohristian virlues, Some
of the best followers of the Lord Jesus
Christ are found amongst those who must
be olussed with the poor and the needy.
' Hearken, my belovod brethren, hath not
God chosen the poor of this world to be
rich in faith, and heirs of that kingdom
which God hath promised to them that
love Him 9"

I remark ones more that the state' of
poverty is sanctioned and dignified by the
example of our Divine Lord and Master,
Poorer thun the foxes or thun the birds of
the air, the Son of Man had not whers to
lay His head. Whoen thotax-gathorers camo
and required the customary tribute-money
for himselfand his dizciples, not having the

monoy at coramand he wrought a miracls | £

in order {o meet tho oase. The mother
whobore Him was herself an humble maid
of Judah, adorned nct with wealth and
glittering groatness, but with humble, holy
excellency. Sho possessed, indeed, that
ornament which St. Paul esp.ecially recom-
mends to women, the ineorruplible orna-
ment of a meek and quiet spirit, which
in the sight of God is of great price, and
it was of this especially that in her
prophetic song she magnified the Lord, be-
caute Ho had exalted the humble and
moek, and had been mereiful unto those of
low degree.  Our blessed Lord followed the
example of His earthly parents, The peo-
ple said—* 18 not this tho son of Joseph ?
i8 not this tho carpenter's son? " They
were offended in Him. The Lord of all
worlds condescended ngt moraly to human
nature, but to human fature 1n its humble
orm. Had He taken upon Himself the
form of a monarch 1t would have been 1n
finite condescension, but Ho took upon
himself the form of a sorvant, and bocame
obedient unto death, even tho death of the
Cross.

Cunsider then, brethren, what we ows to
poverty. The inoarnate God Himself bat-
tled through life as a poor man, and when
Ho was expiring upon the cross the mothor
who bore Him bad no resonrco excopt that
Hoe commended hor to the charitabls eare
of the beloved diseiple. Ho emptied him
gelf of all but love, As Isase Barrow 8AYS:
** The greateat princos and polentates of
this world, the haughtiest and the most
woalthy of us all, but for one poor man had
been irrocoverably misorable * To poverty
it is thal overy one of us owesall tho hopes
wa can have of our salvation. And shalt
wo then ungralefully regnito it with scorn
or with pitiloss neglect ?

Wo come now to consider the daty whion
follows upon this atate ofthings. ¢ Thoro-
foro I command thee, saying, Thou ghalt
open thine band wide unto thy brother, to
tby poor, and {0 thy needy in thy land,”
The duly here recommendsd is one of
kindly and oharitable considoration for the
neody—of bonefieence towards the sorrow-
ful, the unfortunate, and the distressed.
Before ageaking more particularly, how-
evar, of this duty, lot me offor one remark
by way of oaution. It ig by no means re-
quired of those thai are wealthy to be
niggardly in thelr regular expenditure, I
oan find no Soripture whieh commands the
rich man to spend all his inocme in charity.
This is_oconsistont neither with Seriptare
nor with the duty whioh we.owe to one

ancthor a8 members of goneral sooiety.
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Bu[apom that all the wealthy peoplo in Blng.
Iand were to byesk up their postly eatab-
lishments and devota their fucomes, except
what was necoseary jast to provide them-
solves and their famillea with iho sonemon
necessariea of life, to the support of the
poor and indigent, what wonld be the aon-
foquoncu ?  Tonn of thonuands of paryants
would bo juzmediniely thrown out of sm-
ploy. Haudreds of thounsands of artivaus
of every kind who derive an howest lving
¢ present from minicterivg fo the lnxnries
the wealthy would becomne paupers, and

3 whole community wonld instanily be-
como domoralisod, Itis a far better thing
for tho weslthy do find employment for
people by a liberal disporsion of their in-
oome, than fo panperise them by giving it
all away, Our Lord was a poor man, a8
wo have pointed ou., and yot, when & rioh
man made & great feast, our blossod and
perfeot Mastor made no soruple of going,
nor did Ho condemn the liborality that wns
displayad at the feast. Xo sanctioned by
His adorable presence the largo expendi.
tare of tho wealthy no lsss than tho hum.
ble condition of the poor; and in Olrist and
in the honse of God tho rich and the poor
meet together, God being the Maker of
them all, Ifthers is one thing more bitter-
ly opposed fo tho very spirit of Christianity
than another, it is that acoursed spirit that
woula sot olass against slass—that would
make the poor envious of the rich, and the
rioh contemptuous towards the poor. Here
in tho house of God we aro all aqual, as
boing morely men; but outside this house
thore are various inequalities of rack and
position which are in accordance with the
appointment of Gad,

1 obsexve that the duty before us of pro-
viding for thepoor and needy is enjoined
by many express precepts of the Seviptures.
The Roman Oatholio Churck Lolds, 1ndesd,
thet the giving of alms is in iteelf & merit.
orious ack, and tends to eancel the gnilt of
our sins, and eo io procure our salvation.
We cannot hold with any such doctrine ag
this, which upsets the true theory of the
atonoment made by our Liord Jesus Christ,
Thore is no salvation for the sivner except
through faith in Him. The Apostle Paul
reminds us that we might give all our goods
to the poor, aud aven our body to be burnt,
and yet if we have not love we are noth.
ing, Itis rot the mere bestowment of
alms that constitutes us acoeptable in lhe
sight of God, ¢ Man looketh at the out.
ward appearaunce, but God lookoth at the
heart,” and we are only mccepted by God
ag our hiearts are fixed in humble, penitans,
obedient faith toward the Xord Jesus Ohriat.
* Other foundation can no man lay than is
1nid, whioh Is Obirist Jesus,” And yet, not
withstauding tbis, * This is a faithful say-
ing," eays St. Paul, * that those that have
belisved in Christ Jesus bo oardfalto main.
tain good works,” We are continually re.
minded in the New Testament to bring our
fa:th undor the test of works, to be judged
thereby, ag 8t. James expresses it: * Thou
hast faith, and I have works. Shew me
thy faith without thy works, and I will
shew thee my faith by my works.” Your ix-
perience is worth nothing unless it is cor-
roborated by your preotice,  Your feelings
are worth nothing if your doings are son.
trary to them. A senee of the forgiveness of
eins,may turn out to be a delasion, Thewit-
ness of the Spirit way tnrn ont to be noth.
ing more than the imaﬁinntion of your own
heart. Our frames and feslings are not in
thomselves & sufficient test whereby to
judge whether we are in the fold of Obrist
or not, ‘Examine yourselves, é)rova your
own henrte, is the oft-repeated command
of the Word of God ; and one way in whioh
Wo are to oxamine ourselves is to take the
Word of God part by part, command by
command, precept by precept, and to in-
quire, How far have I herein reason to be-
lieve that tho leve of God dwelleth in me?
If your faith be genuine it will assuredly
display itself as such by its appropriate
ruits.

To this partionlar duty of kindness and
charily we are commanded in various paris
of the Word of God, There is, for instance,
the second great commandment, *' Thon
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself;” and
there is that other form of the snme com.
mand as given by our Lord, ¢ Whateoover
ye would that men should do unto you, ¢o
ye even 80 to them," The summary of
man’s daty as given by the prophet Micah
ig, **What doth the Lord thy God require
of thee but to do justly, and tolove mer.
oy, aud to watk humbly with thy God 2"
In ths midet ot s eplondors, and just pro-
vious {o his approaching fall, the haughty
Nebachadn«zzar wag reminded by Daniel
to break off s sins by righteonsness, and
his intquities by showg meorey unto the
poor, 1t it might bs a lengthening of his
tranquility. In the days of calamity to
the Jewish nation, when & publio fast was
considerod dusirable, they were warned by
the Propt ¢t Isamh, in tho name of the
Lord, that the tast whioh ho espeoially
would approve wus uot tho mere ceremon-
inl observauce, not the mere abstinence
from foud, not the more bowing the hoad
like & buirdsh, not the wmero utterance of
prayers. *Is not tins the fast that I have
chosen, enith the Lord, to deal ont thy
bread to the bungiv, and to relieve tho
neady and the paor ?°

Inthe New 1' stnruent the game duty is
equally enforced, 8, Panl exhorts us to
distribute to the uecesmity of saints. The
meansaro of this ditnibution is to be our
ability, our opp rtumity, “As yo have op.
portunity, dv god usto all men, especially
unto them that are of the household of
faith," Agmin, St. Paul writes, * Charge
thom that are rct 1 this world, that they
be ready to distaibate, willing to communi-
cate.” And notv ouly the rich, but all
classes of the Omuroh of Christ are similarly
commanded. * Pur on, thoreforo, as the
sleet of God, holy and beloved, bowels of
meroy, kindness, gontleness, longsuffer.
mg."” And the Aportle John, as he is wont,
is moro oriticnl and heart-searching than
tho rost. “Whosn bath this world’s
good, and geethr his brother have need,
and shuttoth up Ins bowels of cotpas-
sion from bim, how dwelleth the love of
God in bim? My litle ohildren, let ua
not love in_word, neither in tongue, but
in deed and in trath.”

I obssrve Aleo shat tho practios of char:
ity 18 oncouraged by many delighiful
promises of holy Scripture. We have in

this blussed book the laws of God's moral
admiuisteation,  Just as traly us there are
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nwa wiioh rognlate the kingdom of na-
ture, conoerning gravitation, chemical af-
flalty, magnetis foxoe, and the like, which
Iaws it 18 the provineo of our seientifle writ-
era fo oxhibit and oxplain, so in the moral
administration of God, and in that Bpiritnal
Kingdom of which his Son Jesus 1s head
and vieegarant, thers are laws which ara
revealod $o us by men to whows He wss
pleased to givo a special and infallible in-
sight. They are recorded in this buok of
the law, that we 1any loarn them and prao.
tiee thom in daily life.

Horo are a few of these laws eoncersing
the duty now boforo us, or rather, o fow
speoltaens of this one law, that the practioe
of charity and kindness and uprightness is
sure fo bo followsd with & bloesing:
¢ Blogaod is he that considorsth the poor
and tho noody ; tlie Lord will delivar him
in time of tronble ; tho Lord will make all
his bed in hic sfokness.” Take another,
“The liberal soul ehall be made fat, and
he that wateroth othors shall be watered al.
8o himsolf,”  Anothor. “Ho hath dispers.
od ; ho hath givon to the poor; his horn
shall be exaltod with honour,”

The revorse is also trne—' Whoso atop-
peth bis eavs at the orying of the poor, he
aleo shall cry himself bt ho ahall not ' bo
hoard.” Thatis alaw of the moral ad:
ministration of God, Bub porhaps this
man maytnrn out to have been a praying
man.  Well, what of that? Horo js g pas-
sage lo meot him: * Ho that turneth away
bis ear from hearing the law even hig
prayer shall be abomination,” You oan-
not escape from the siringenoy of Scripture
on this point. Thero is a otrse on the one
hand, there is & blessing on the other, and
1t 18 left to you and me to ohoogo between the
two—oither to shat up onr bowels of com.
passion and eo inour the ourse, or olas to
open our heart and our hand in a spirit of
loving kindness and oharity, rnd 8o to re-
ooivo the blessing. Position in the ohuroh
will form no sheltor whatevor against the
deacent of God's awful judgments upon
those who have boen hard-hearted and op-
prossivo. 'What says the Prophet Isaiah ?
*The Lord standeth up to plead, and
standeth to judgo the people; the Lord will
enter into judgment with the ancients of
his people, and with the prinoes thereof.”
Observe, they may be ministors, elders, dea«
cong, shurch-wardens, {reasurers, or what
not, but they are not theroby oxempted
from the curse if they have been hanghty,
avaricioue, oppressive, and illiberal,” * The
Lord will enter idto judgment with the an-
oients of his people, and with the princes
thereof.” * What mean yo that ye beat
my people to pleses, and grind tho faces of
the poor, saith the Liord God of hosts 2"

But on the other hand how beautifal
aro the promisesgiven by our Lord him-
self to those that are kind to their fellow.
crealures, even as our ITeavenly Father
hath been kind tous. * Tiend, hoping for
nothing again, and ye shall he the chil-
dren of your Father whioh is in heaven.”
4 Give, and it shall be given you again,
good mensure, pressed down and shaken
$ogether and running over shall men give
into your bosom.” Thus aléo hath the
Lord Himself spoken in depieting the glor.
les and splendors of the coming Jjudgment.
Our Saviour hath given speoial prominenoce
to the works of charity and meroy. The
Judge of all shall say unto the righteous,
“ Inasmuch as ye have done it unto ons of
the least of theso my brathron, ye ‘have it
unto me, enter ye into the joy of your
Lord.”

Before eoncluding this artiols, I would
like to exhort you to inoreased liberality to
the poor ; espeocially durlng this sharp win-
try weather. Remember the words of
our Saviour, “It is more blessed to give
than £ receive;” and again, * The Lord
loveth & choerful giver.” Your offerings
will do good. Many an aching heart will
bo relleved, many a sterling tear will be
arrested in its flow, or changed into & tear
of gratitudo, many u dear child will eat &
comfortable meal who might otherwise be
orying with hunger, many a home will e ve-
lieved of some of its darker shades of dig.
mal grief; the widow's heart will bless you,
& mother’s tears will thank yoq, & father's
silence will breathe a prayer for you, while
Jesus,our common Master, Brother,Saviour,
Friend—He who evermore sittethh ovor
againet the treasury, and who observeth
not only what each man patteth in, but
also what each man hath left behind, will
amile upon yonrkind endeavonr if it be in
accordance with His will, and will treasure
up the gift, and will bestow a present and
a future recompeuse. * Therefore to do
good and to communisate, forgot not, for
with saoh sacrifices God is well ploaged.”

St. Andrew’s Manse, Watsrdown, Dec,
26, 1876,

Practice Charity.

He who is undorthe influence of a fin-
cere and consciontious desire to do right,
but who has & mistaken or perverted ides
of what is right, is not to be cast out of
our Christian jellowship on that account.
We are to receive him, but not to doubtfal
disputations. We are not to go at him to
got him right by debate, or to monrn over
hira as a bigot or as an apostate. We aro
to trust to gradual and genial influence to
got him right. On the one hand, we are
not {o criticiso and eay, ** He ig a very good
man, bt terribly lax about Suuday ;" nor,
on the other, to condemn, saying, * What
o bigot he is about keeping Sunday.” Lot
not him that eateth despise him that eateth
not; and let not him which eateth not
Jjudge him that eateth.” The opirit that
.despises the so-oalled narrow.minded and
the spirit thas condemnus the eo-oalled liber-
al and lax aro both alike unobristinn, Ho
who is brought under the inflnence of love
and who is in roal and hearty personal ro-
Iations of faith to the Lord Josus Ohrist is
Christ’s; and the method in which he oar-
ries ont that spirit of love and faith in all
mattors of eating and drimking, and rites
and ceremonies, and days and observances,
is & mattor for his own determination ; for
he is anywerable only to his owt Maater,
Ob:isﬁmitg will hiave nothing of that des-
potism of the moral sense, one over anoth.
er, of which the ohurches have not a litils,

Lranr of the world, san of the
brighter fur than that whiok oheers the bod.
ily seuaa ; by thee all things are seen, yet
ort Thou Thysell unsesn.—Fengion,

sul,

Xow toses God,

To pressrve the right eys, we must keep
the right condnot,” Tho purity of the
sﬁirltual vision is immenaoly affected by the
ohiaracter of the life,  The right saelng fs
aflected by tho right lving, Nothing, for
instance, 80 blinds tho eye in seokivg after
God as an immoral life.” The floshly Inats
war against the soul ; thoy are what dust

or mad are to the bodily eyo, He that
dooth evil cometh not to ¢he light, snd
without light the eyo is usslogs, It i one

of the most fearful punishments of ain that
he who loves it and olings to it begins to hate
God booause Ho hates ein, and dialikes to
sook aftor Him as ho wonld dislike sooking
aftor an onemy. Tho will that is bound o
the flesh will not aid the epivit. The foot
tarn tho oye in the wrong direction
frow that in which God 18 to bo found.
As men of golence eacrifice time, and deny
themsclves in what would injaro their phys-
fonl and mental faculties, dim the eye or dis.
tarb the calmn which is essontial to sludy
and discovory, #0 must the man who
wonld ges God, morlify whatevor would
distraot hia vision. Unholy)pnassions, ag a
thiok olond, conconl the vision of Godi—
Norman McLeod, D.D,

The Fonco Story.

A man who prided himeelf on his moral-
ity, and expeoled to bo saved by il, waa
constantly sayicg: “Y am dolng protty
well on the whole, I sometimes got mad
and swoear, but then I am perfeotly honest.
I work on Sunday when I am partioularly
busy, but I give a good deal to the poor,
and Inover was drank in my life.” This
man hited a osuny Sootohman to build a
fence around his pasture lot. He gave
him very partioniar directions, In the
evéning whor the Seofohman ocame in
from work, the man said, * well Jouk, ix
the feunce built, and is it tight and strong 2"
“I opunp say it is all tight and
strong 2" Jook replisd ; *' but it's & good
average fenco, anyhow. Ifgome parts are
& little wealk, other parts are extra stratig,
1 don’t know but I may have left & little
gap here and there, a yard or so wide ; but
then I made up for it by doubling the
nuwmber of rails on each side of the gap.
I dare eay that the oattle will find ita good
fonce on the whole, and will like it, though
I oanna just say that it fs perfeet in every
part.””  “What I" orled the man not seeing
the point, *“ do you tell me that you builé
& fence around my lot with wesk places
and gaps in it ?  Why, you might as well
havo built no fenco at all. It thero is one
oponin’;, ot & place whore an opening can
be made, the oattle will be sare to Aind it,
and will go through., Don't you know,
man, that a fence must be perfect, or it is
worthless ?" I used $o think so,” said
the dry Sostchman, * bt I hear you talk so
much sbout averaging matters with the
Lord, it seemed to me that wa might try
it with the cattle. Ifan avorage fence will
not do for them, I am afraid an average
ohnr??’ter will not do in the day of judg-
mont, 3

Bavdom Beadings,

O Gob, lst {hy Spirit abide with me, fo
inorease my faith, that by fresh snpplies of
thy grace I may be kept from going about
to establish my own righteonsness, but
may oonstantly submit to thy righteous.
nees, and 8o bring forth the fraits of right.
eougness abundantly to thy glory.—Ro.
mane.

Maxy & minister in the pulpit—shame
on him-—betrays his trugt to the Bible and
his God by teaching religion very much as
if it were a mere matter of reason, and hu.
man progrees, and butian diecovery, in-
stoad of taking God's Word as his authority
and instructor, and uitering in the ears of
the people, like the old prophets, * Thus
saith the Lord."—Spencer.

A Minister has no ground $o hope for
fruit from his exections until in himself he
has no hope—until he has learned to put
no faith in the point and energy of Lis sen.
tenoes—until he feels that a man may be
mighty, to compel the attention, and mighty
to regale the imagination, aud mighty to
silonce the gainsayers, and yet not mighty
to the pulling down of the strongholds,”—
Chalmers,

No man ean sorve two masters, even
though they both be very kind, He will
love the one and hate the uther despite the
faot of their mutnal good-will. How
impossible, then, is it to do such servieo
whon one is fall of love, merey and majes.
ty, while the other is harsh, pitiless and de.
basing ? If wo give our hearts to Jesus, we
must do it without resorve, and no devotion
to any other authorily than his must
be permitied to claim an_ongrossing share
of our affoctione, Itis Jesus only.

Gob loves to smile npon his people when
the world frowns wost. When the world
puts its iron chain upon their logs, then
God puts bis golden chain abont their
neoks ; when the world puts a bitter oup
into their bands then God drops sume of
His honoy, some of His goodness and
sweeiness into it. TWhen the world is
ready to stono them, then God gives them
the white stone ; and when the world is
tearing their good nams, then He gives
them a new name, which none knows bug
he that bas it, a name that is better than
that of sons and daughters.

How truly rofreshing {o the soul, when
foo weak to read or think muoh, :o take &
littlo sentence from God's word and think
over it. Take the following : ¢ Justified
from all things," or !'Mude nigh by IHis
blood.” * As the Father hath loved me,
8o have I loved you,” *1I have chosen
you." Justfeast on these fonr words: ¢ I."
Who? Jesus: tho altogether lovely one,
tho  delight of God's heari, ¢ Have:"
yes, long ago ; bofore the world bogan, His
love fastened on ne guilly sinnecs, ** Chosen
you."” To think that £ should be His choloe,
His chosen one—me, a poor wretohed
thing, And He need not have me. Hosts
of glorions beings were before Him ; but Hé
Eaeud them all by, aud eame down to levels

ittle wo m of the dust, and He became
like us. X sm a worm and no man.”, 0,
mng our souls he Iattened on the lov;
of Ohrist; thus shall we be filled wilh joy

and peage,




