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WHAT TRUTH SAYS.

The letter of our Ottawa corresponder t
on page six of this jasuc,is particularly ent.. .
taining and racy.  Our friend at the capital
tolls his story so naturally that we scem to
sce with his eyes and hear with his cars, the
deseribed.

various scenes and ncidents

Don't fail to take in these wcekly treats,

The proposition of the Quebee govern-
ment to grant §10,000 towands the rebuild.
ing of Toronto University, is meeting with
great opposition by the press of the pro-
vince. Tholonly notable} exception is
L' Electeur, Premicr Mercier's own organ.
Among the most violent opponents is La
Verite, tho Ultramontane organ, cdited by
AMr, Tardivel, who denounces the action of
the goverment as a truckling attempt to
conciliatc and please the] Protestant minor:
ity., Thus hewrites: “By dint of hammer-
ing it into himn that he has insulted and
cxasperated the Yrotestant minority the
Conscrvative japers have succeeded in ap-
parcatly persuading him that it is true. He
looks like a man that wants to redecin him.
sclf at any price.  He in applying himself to
fiatter our separated brethren with an andour
which all regret to see wasted in so futile a
tash. Because it is not in curving our
spincs obsoquiously to Measicurs lex Anglais
that weshall win their respect or even their
frcndshep.  Give them justice and then
stand resolutely before them—that is the
way to cultivate them.  Until now Mr
Mercier scemed to have understood this,
and it was this also which constituted his
strength in the house and before the coun-
try.,” Now assuming that Mr. Mercier's
motive has been carrectly interpreted by the
worthy scrili, that the Premicr has been
actuated by no higher sentiment than,a
desire to turn the unfortunate cicwmstance
to his own political advantage, it may be
truc that tho proposed bill is a mistake,
and that he is taking a fatal step.  Mr
Tardivel ir on the ground aund ought to
be in a positian to know. 1t may in-
deed yet transpire that his gencroaity will
cost him his political head. Time alone
however, must be judge in the matter, and
dctermine who 13 wiser, the Premier or the
cditor.  But thisis not the only oljection
offcred, that the move s ampolitic and
expedient inor 1 it the atrongest if we are
to suppose Mr. Tandivel paid any attwntion
to the onder of climax, for he has reaerved
for the chicf place in Yis article the objee-
tion bascd an rehigious grounds.  Affecting
a feeling of utter astonizhment at the gove
craments action he olserves To-day
Mr. Mercier asks the House to vote §10,000
—for what? To aild the I'mtestant Uui-
vermty of Toranto. ft is incredible, Lat
perfectly tree. Yon. Mr. Mercier s going
to ask un to take §10,0K out of our chest to
gwve it toa Toronto matitation which an
getall at wanty an the nch Pruvince of
Ontano. 1lf the quastion was to hielp the
victima of any calamity in the sister pro-
vince, sdch an fre, flood. or famine, we
shonld nat have a wonl to my, for the
Chnistan gves alma to lis needy neighbor
without inquiring whether hc is Catholic or

Protestant, Jew, .\luxselumn. or infidel. But
the question now is notto telieve the poor,
bt to help the reconstruction of a Protestant
wniversity which hasasked us for nothing
and will probably scwd us back our money.”
Surely this is a strapge view of things. Is
Mr. Tradivel so blinded by his prejudices
a8 not to perceive that governments as such,
1 free countries can have no sectarian pre-
ference.  As individuals constitming  the
government they may have their religions
convictions, which will no doubt affect their
judgment as the various questions submitted
to them from time to time come up for con-
sideration, but as 2 body ‘of men chosen to

‘manage the affairs of state they are expect--

cd and bound to know not manas Catholic or
Protestant, Jew or Muasschnan, infidel or
Hindu, It will therefore be news to many
to lcarn that the govermuent of Quebee is
a Catholic government, though it e come
posed chicfly of men who embrace the Cath.
alic religion. The factis, the question of
religious helief is not in any semne ger-
mane to the govermments action and haz
evidently been dragged 1 to accomphish by
anappeal to the passions what could not
have been done by a reference to reason,

The situation scenzs simple cnough if one
will not allow onc’s passions to blur one’s
judgment. In a sister province the chief
seat of leamning, confessedly secular, anmd
teaching no distinctively scctarian tencts,
has met with a serions aalamity which hax
dispeserd the authorities to accept such
contributions as their fricnds inay be dispos.
cd to make. Under the influence of the
feelng of solidarity which cxists, or at any
rate is supposed ta exist, aong the various
members of a great confederacy, Quebee pro-
pascs to help her unfortunate neighbor. Nor
yetalone wahc moved by the fecling thatin a
confederation, no province lives o itselt,
but also by the further consideration, that in
the day of her calaimty Outario did not fail to
reachottahelping hand. Hemust Maveavery
restnicted and cramped view of things who
can find in this ncighborly, or, mther sister.
Iy, act anything ta question or condcmn.
If we arc a Daminion, united by laws and
covenamta mutually impased ; if Canada is
one mation in very dead aud not a paper
union, a mere rope of Jaid, then to urge the
objectton of Mr. Tradivel is to offend not
only aganst the firat pnnaiples of aconfeder
auion, but also agawust  the

accepted siew an reand to 'tr\'anuucnb
cluming to be free It 12 ofiadgisly un.
fortunate that M, Jiud Palabould have cx
e e \9 {onger

istently 1o tannt

Pgrines of Ontario

ig qpmxpma&:iqwﬂmkmg
caurof creeds.  Henceforth he
have the bhmc.for avy cvil that may
3 *lhcwwn d:mugh this cause. The
muloo‘k Ioﬂ. )doink'y would bhe dark in
dm‘i,.if],a ox the one hand, and the
l-qna\*Rtghtu: oh the other, gave a carrect
expression of the pojalar feeling thronghout
the Dominion.

Rematkable conversions are not contined
solcly to the rchgions aphere, though won-
Jderful imlances are here recandad, Lut are
to bic fouud 1 the ficld of politics as well,

univ ern:\“} AL
* coss is at work and thic incvitableis drawing

" near. The day haatcus when chamcter, and
. not theaccidents of noble birth or wealth.

Such o gpectacle is just now presented by
the House of Representatives at Washing-
ton. When the Republicans were in the
minority they were unicompromising advo-
cates and defenders of certain principles
and usages which thoy held as ¢ssentind to
the stability and safety of the nation
Among these cherished principles were @ (n)
The right of the minority, in case they helld
any proposed acts of the mujority to bt un.
just, unconstitutional or prejudicinl to the
public welfare, 1o imperatively call the
attention of the country to these acts and to
hold the majority to a veting responsi-
Lility for the same, (b) The right of the
House itsclf to  determine when auy
dragging  delate  shall  be  shut  off,
ustead of leaving it with the Speaker to
decide.  But the Lust clection having chang.
ul their relation to the Treasury benches
and brought them out of the cald shades of
apposition, they astonish the world by re-
pudiuting the doctrines they ance so stoutly
upheld. Of coumse, it i8 conceivable that
they have discos ered their former crror and
are forsaking their evil wiays, though wm-«t
men wall suspect thewr former gincerity and
will account for the change by referring to
the old adage It makesall the difference
whose ox is gored.”  With such glaring in.
atances of insincerity and inconsistency oc-
cnrring from time to time, it is not surpris.
ing that many honarable ctizens arc le-
coming disgusted with politics as at present
managed and are condemung than as a sink
of sclfishness, dishonesty, and corruption into
which no pure and upright man can go with-
out suflcring defilement.

The divinity which hadges i those who
arcentitled to write *'lonl” before their
name 18 growing  berutifully less in the
public estitnation.  Only the other day 2
member of Parhiament had the audacity to
call i question Tond Salishury’s ability to
tell the truth, and uow the Hon. Mr. Clad.
stone gaves natice of the following motion

~*The House deems it necessary ta declare
that when a ‘nember prefers a chargeagrinat
the Mimster wiiel the Minister«.denics;
such member ought not 0 LS -restrained
from ref ing toaceept the debial and from
permsting in the .« ge becsuse the Minis-
ter 19 ncmber of the Haouse of Lorda.™ No
doubt this motion will be regarded ax an un-
1nnlomble'oﬁ'cncc by those who boast of
thewr siperior blood, but the levehng pro

will bo she standard by which men will be
judged, and the weight in the lalanco l-)
whichthey will be tried.

It in just possible that Majar Scrpa Pipto,
the 1mapctuons young ofticer wlmprcap
od thecast African toonble £
lis government in £
Feanng that lus presence at 18
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the debates in the Cartes on the situation in
Afriea and his treastmont of the uatives, In
aninterview at Durban Serpa Pinto bluned
the Protestant missionaries and the aguna
of the African Company as the prime movers
in the quarrel between Portuguese and the
natives. Heasserted that the Portuguese
masgacred the natives only when they were
compelled to do so0 m sclf-defence.  ‘Thero
is o considerable party wn Lishon who will
support him in whatever story he chonses
to tell, and there may be trouble on Ws
arrival,

The developments in connection with the
propesed World's Fuir in Chicago are not
very assuring, and creste a doubt whether
the monster exhibition will waterialize at
all. It would scom that the monoy heces-
sary for carrylog out the project successful-
1y has not been raised by the winning candi-
date, the so-called guarmntee fund amount.
ing nlmost to nothing.  In view of this fact
it is now proposed that Congress shall devote
£10,000,000 or §15,000, 000 of the surplus for
this purpose.  Quite naturally New York,
which had practically rised $15,000,000, all
of which woulll have been available in a very
short time, sbjects to such a proposal.  Says
the Saturday Globe: “If this argument
shall find adoption in Congress, it will he
little lens than disgraceful. I, after months
of lobbying, if, after having made repre.
sentations of the most positive chameter,
Chicago innot able to mise the money and
carry on the Faic out of its own resonrces,
it had better be left alonc to hold simply
State or inter-State Fair, in which the rest
of the country will have only the slightest
interest.” The Sun, with greater warmth
and in terins decidedly vigorous, re:nin:ds tln.-
legisiators of aday of reckoning. **It,”
says, “yon make a gmut of waney to
Chicago for the purpose of holding the pr.
posed Fair, that fact will becone a very am-
portant issuc in future clections; and the

: Republican party wiil be held to a responst.

bility which no set of politictans wilf) find
any reason to rejoice in.  Give to Chicago
for the § purposc just what New York woulld
have asked for, nnmncly, the limited swin
waich may be necsasary for a Government,
exhibit ; wmake to Cliego, of jou think
proper and find the sccunty satisfactary,
such a loan as was made ta Philadelphia in

18765 but beyond this not anc cent usder,:
penalty of heanng from at very decidedly)
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aud impressively 1 the canr @ of .y‘""
It will be a pity 1f the jealQuey w .
of the greater aity shonld place angg
tion in.the way of cary:  oul
prise, which, wl! g,hk( N
“Xhantage, can.ha An" X
national benelitey .ol
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